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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 4712

AN ACT to amend 1961 PA 236, entitled “An act to revise and consolidate the statutes relating to the organization
and jurisdiction of the courts of this state; the powers and duties of such courts, and of the judges and other officers
thereof; the forms and attributes of civil claims and actions; the time within which civil actions and proceedings may be
brought in said courts; pleading, evidence, practice and procedure in civil and criminal actions and proceedings in said
courts; to provide remedies and penalties for the violation of certain provisions of this act; and to repeal all acts and
parts of acts inconsistent with or contravening any of the provisions of this act; and to repeal acts and parts of acts,” by
amending sections 916, 934, and 2950b (MCL 600.916, 600.934, and 600.2950b), section 934 as amended by 1980 PA 271
and section 2950b as amended by 1994 PA 403, and by adding section 2950c.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 916. (1) A person shall not practice law or engage in the law business, shall not in any manner whatsoever lead
others to believe that he or she is authorized to practice law or to engage in the law business, and shall not in any
manner whatsoever represent or designate himself or herself as an attorney and counselor, attorney at law, or lawyer,
unless the person is regularly licensed and authorized to practice law in this state. A person who violates this section is
guilty of contempt of the supreme court and of the circuit court of the county in which the violation occurred, and upon
conviction is punishable as provided by law. This section does not apply to a person who is duly licensed and authorized
to practice law in another state while temporarily in this state and engaged in a particular matter.

(2) A domestic violence victim advocate’s assistance that is provided in accordance with section 2950c does not
violate this section.

Sec. 934. (1) A person is qualified for admission to the bar of this state who proves to the satisfaction of the board
of law examiners that he or she is a person of good moral character, is 18 years of age or older, is a resident of 1 of the
states or territories or the District of Columbia, has the required general education, learning in the law, and fitness and
ability to enable him or her to practice law in the courts of record of this state, and that he or she intends in good faith
to practice or teach law in this state. Additional requirements concerning the qualifications for admission are contained
in subsequent sections of this chapter.

(2) As used in this section:

(a) “Good moral character” means good moral character as defined and determined under 1974 PA 381, MCL 338.41
to 338.47.

(58)



(b) “Resident” includes, but is not limited to, a member of the military service of the United States or its allies who
holds a temporary visa or permanent resident visa issued by the United States immigration and naturalization service.

(3) A person may elect to use the multi-state bar examination scaled score that the person achieved on a multi-state
bar examination administered in another state or territory when applying for admission to the bar of this state, but only
if all of the following occur:

(a) The score that the person elects to use was achieved on a multi-state examination administered within the 3
years immediately preceding the multi-state bar examination in this state for which the person would otherwise sit.

(b) The person achieved a passing grade on the bar examination of which the multi-state examination the score of
which the person elects to use was a part.

(¢) The multi-state examination the score of which the person elects to use was administered in a state or territory
that accords the reciprocal right to elect to use the score achieved on the multi-state examination administered in this
state to Michigan residents seeking admission to the bar of that state or territory.

(d) The person earns a grade on the essay portion of the bar examination that when combined with the transferred
multi-state scaled score constitutes a passing grade for that bar examination.

(e) The person otherwise meets all requirements for admission to the bar of this state.

(4) The state board of law examiners shall disclose to a person electing under subsection (3) to transfer the multi-
state bar examination scaled score achieved on an examination administered in another state or territory the score the
person achieved as soon as that score is received by the board regardless of whether the person could have obtained
that score in the jurisdiction in which the examination was administered. This subsection does not require disclosure by
the board of the score achieved on a multi-state bar examination administered in another state or territory until the
scores achieved on that examination administered in Michigan are released.

Sec. 2950b. (1) The state court administrative office shall develop and make available forms for use by an individual
who wishes to proceed without an attorney. The forms shall include at least a petition for relief, a notice of hearing, and
proof of service for a personal protection order under section 2950 or 2950a. The forms shall be written in plain English
in a simple and easily understood format, and shall be limited, if practicable, to 1 page in length. Instructions for the
forms shall be written in plain English and shall include a simple and easily understood explanation of the proper
method of service and filing of the proof of service.

(2) The standard personal protection order form, at a minimum, shall contain all of the information required under
section 2950 or 2950a.

(3) The state court administrative office shall develop and make available standardized forms for use by individuals
restrained or enjoined without notice to move to modify or to rescind a personal protection order and to request a
hearing.

(4) The court shall provide a form prepared under this section without charge. Upon request, the court may provide
assistance, but not legal assistance, to an individual in completing a form prepared under this section and the personal
protection order form if the court issues such an order, and may instruct the individual regarding the requirements for
proper service of the order.

(5) To the extent not protected by the immunity conferred by 1964 PA 170, MCL 691.1401 to 691.1415, an individual
other than a court employee who provides assistance under section 2950c is presumed to be acting in good faith and is
not liable in a civil action for damages for acts or omissions in providing the assistance, except acts or omissions
amounting to gross negligence or willful and wanton misconduct.

Sec. 2950c. (1) The family division of the circuit court in each county may provide a domestic violence victim
advocate to assist victims of domestic violence in obtaining a personal protection order. The court may use the services
of a public or private agency or organization that has a record of service to victims of domestic violence to provide the
assistance. A domestic violence victim advocate may provide, but is not limited to providing, all of the following
assistance:

(a) Informing a victim of the availability of, and assisting the victim in obtaining, serving, modifying, or rescinding,
a personal protection order.

(b) Providing an interpreter for a case involving domestic violence including a request for a personal protection
order.

(¢) Informing a victim of the availability of shelter, safety plans, counseling, other social services, and generic
written materials about Michigan law.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), a domestic violence victim advocate shall not represent or advocate for a
domestic violence victim in court.

(3) Providing assistance in accordance with this section does not violate section 916.



Enacting section 1. (1) Section 934 of the revised judicature act, 1961 PA 236, MCL 600.934, as amended by this
amendatory act, takes effect the date it is enacted.

(2) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (1), this amendatory act takes effect July 1, 2000.
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