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Preliminary sufficient evidence to warrant trial of the defendant for the crime in question.
In order to for the prosecution of the defendant to go forward, the court must conclude based
upon the evidence presented in the preliminary hearing that there is probable cause to believe
that a crime was committed and that the defendant committed that crime. The bill would amend
the Revised Judicature Act to allow the use of hearsay evidence in the form of testimony or a
signed writing by the complaining witness in preliminary examinations concerning property
offenses. The hearsay evidence could be taken in place of the witness's appearance and
testimony, and could be used, in whole or in part, to support afinding of probable cause.

If enacted, the bill would take effect 90 days after enactment and would apply to
preliminary examinations conducted on or after the bill’ s effective date.
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