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A SUMMARY OF HOUSE BILL 5070 ASINTRODUCED 9-20-01

The Revised Judicature Act (RJA) specifies that any process or order issued by a court of
record, or any complaint or other paper that is delivered to a sheriff’s office, must be served on a
defendant “with all convenient speed.” The act also specifies that the validity of the service is
not affected by failure to make proof of service (proof of service can be made by written
acknowledgment of receiving a summons and a copy of the complaint; or by certificate, if
service is made by a sheriff, medical examiner, bailiff, or constable, or a deputy of these
officers). House Bill 5070 would delete this latter provision, so that failure to make service upon
adefendant would affect the validity of the service.
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