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House Bill 6409 would amend the Public Health Code to direct the Department of
Community Health to establish a lead poisoning prevention task force. The task force, which
would have to be created within 30 days of the bill’ s enactment, would study the environmental
threats of lead poisoning to children’s health, review and evaluate the effectiveness of the state’s
lead poisoning prevention program, and recommend improvements to that program. The bill
would specifically direct the task force to examine the ability of the state’s lead poisoning
prevention program to satisfy federal requirements that 100 percent of all young children
enrolled in Medicaid be screened with ablood lead test.

Member of the task force would include, but not be limited to, at |east one representative of
each of the following:

e alandlord and tenant association,

e abusiness and industry organization related to public health or the environment;
e apublic health organization;

e apediatrician;

e an environmental organization;

¢ a home builders association;

e and any other interested organization or association concerned with the prevention and
treatment of lead poisoning.

Not later than one year after the effective date of the bill, and annually thereafter, the task
force would be required to submit a written report of its findings to the Department of
Community Health, the governor, and the standing committees of the Senate and the House of
Representatives that consider legislation related to public health and the environment. The report
would specifically be required to include recommendations to improve the lead poisoning
prevention program to ensure that all young children enrolled in Medicaid and those children
who may be at risk receive blood lead screening and follow-up services to which they are
entitled.
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