DRAIN COMMISSIONERS 3 S.B. 533: COMMITTEE SUMMARY
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Senate Bill 533 (as introduced 6-12-01)
Sponsor: Senator Dale L. Shugars
Committee: Farming, Agribusiness and Food Systems

Date Completed: 10-15-01
CONTENT

The bill would amend the Drain Code to allow any county board of commissioners by a
majority vote to abolish the office of drain commissioner and transfer its powers and duties
to the board of county road commissioners. Currently, the Code allows the abolishment and
transfer of the office by a two-thirds vote, and only if the county has a population of less than
12,000.

The Code also provides that if a county has a department of public works or a public
improvement agency (with the drain commissioner designated as the county agent), the
county board of commissioners may, by a two-thirds vote, combine the duties of that
department or agency with those of the office of drain commissioner into one county
department headed by a public works commissioner. The bill would retain this authorization
and the two-thirds requirement, but would strike language stating that the public works
commissioner must carry out the powers and duties of the drain commissioner.

MCL 280.21 Legislative Analyst: C. Layman

FISCAL IMPACT

The bill would have no fiscal impact on State or local government.

Fiscal Analyst: D. Zin
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