HB4022, As Passed House, October 16, 2001

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 4022

A bill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code,"
by amendi ng section 628 (MCL 257.628), as anended by 2000 PA
167.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 628. (1) —+H— EXCEPT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (2), IF
the state transportation comm ssion or county road conm ssion,
with respect to highways under its jurisdiction, and the director
of the departnent of state police jointly determ ne upon the
basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that the speed
of vehicular traffic on a state trunk line or county highway is
greater or less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions
found to exist at an intersection or other place or upon a part
of the highway, the officials acting jointly may determ ne and

decl are a reasonabl e and safe maxi numor m ni num speed limt on
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that state trunk |line, county highway, or intersection that shal
be effective at the tinmes determ ned when appropriate signs
giving notice of the speed [imt are erected at the intersection
or other place or part of the highway.

(2) A TOMNSH P BOARD THAT DESI RES TO BE A PART OF THE PRO
CESS PROVI DED BY THI S SUBSECTI ON W TH RESPECT TO COUNTY HI GHWMAYS
W THI N THAT TOMNSHI P SHALL NOTI FY I N VWRI TI NG THE COUNTY ROAD COw
M SSI ON FOR THAT COUNTY OR THE COUNTY BOARD COF COWM SSI ONERS | F
THERE | S NOT A COUNTY ROAD COMM SSION. | F THE COUNTY ROAD COw
M SSI ON, THE TOMSH P BOARD, AND THE DI RECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF STATE POLI CE DETERM NE UPON THE BASI S OF AN ENG NEERI NG AND
TRAFFI C | NVESTI GATI ON THAT THE SPEED OF VEH CULAR TRAFFI C ON A
COUNTY H GHWAY | S GREATER OR LESS THAN | S REASONABLE OR SAFE
UNDER THE CONDI TI ONS FOUND TO EXI ST AT AN | NTERSECTI ON OR OTHER
PLACE OR UPON A PART OF THE H GHWAY, THE OFFI Cl ALS ACTI NG BY A
MAJORI TY VOTE MAY ESTABLI SH A REASONABLE AND SAFE MAXI MUM OR M N-
| MUM SPEED LIMT AT THAT | NTERSECTI ON OR ON THAT COUNTY H GHWAY
THAT SHALL BE EFFECTI VE AT THE TI MES DETERM NED WHEN APPROPRI ATE
SIGNS G VING NOTI CE OF THE SPEED LIM T ARE ERECTED AT THE | NTER-
SECTI ON OR OTHER PLACE OR PART OF THE HI GAMWAY. A TOMSH P BQARD
THAT DOES NOT' W SH TO CONTI NUE AS PART OF THE PROCESS PROVI DED BY
TH S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOTI FY I'N WRI TI NG THE COUNTY ROAD COW S-
SION OR THE COUNTY BOARD OF COMM SSI ONERS | F THERE IS NOT A
COUNTY ROAD COW SSI ON

(3) If a superintendent of a school district determ nes that
the speed of vehicular traffic on a state trunk |ine or county

hi ghway, which is within 1,000 feet of a school in the school
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district of which that person is the superintendent, is greater
or less than is reasonable or safe, the officials IDENTIFIED IN
SUBSECTION (1) shall include the superintendent of the school
district affected in acting jointly in determ ning and decl ari ng
a reasonabl e and safe maxi mum or mnimum speed limt on that
state trunk line or county highway. The maxi num speed limt on
al | highways or parts of highways upon whi ch a maxi nrum speed
limt is not otherwise fixed under this act shall be 55 mles per
hour .

(4) 22— In the case of a county highway of not |ess than 1
mle with residential lots with road frontage of 300 feet or |ess

along either side of the highway for the length of that part of
the highway that is under review for a proposed change in the
speed limt, the township board may petition the county road com
m ssion or in charter counties where there is no road conm ssion,
but there is a county board of comm ssioners, the township board
may petition the county board of conm ssioners for a proposed
change in the speed limt. The county road comm ssion or in
charter counties where there is no road comm ssion, but there is
a county board of comm ssioners, the township board may petition
the county board of commr ssioners to approve the proposed change
in the speed Iimt w thout the necessity of an engi neering and
traffic investigation.

(5) —3)— The speed limt on a county highway or an inter-
connected group of county highways of not nore than 1 mle in

total length that connect with the county road system by a single
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entrance and exit shall be 25 m|es per hour unless a different
speed limt is fixed and posted.

(6) 44— If upon investigation the state transportation
comm ssion or county road conm ssion and the director of the
departnment of state police find it in the interest of public
safety, they may order the township board, or city or village
officials to erect and maintain, take down, or regulate the speed
control signs, signals, or devices as directed, and in default of
an order the state transportati on conm ssion or county road com
m ssion may cause the designated signs, signals, and devices to
be erected and nmi ntai ned, taken down, regul ated, or controll ed,
in the manner previously directed, and pay for the erecting and
mai nt enance, renoval, regulation, or control of the sign, signal
or device out of the highway fund desi gnated.

(7) 50— A public record of all speed control signs, sig-
nal s, or devices authorized under this section shall be filed in
the office of the county clerk of the county in which the highway
is located, and a certified copy shall be prima facie evidence in
all courts of the issuance of the authorization. The public
record with the county clerk shall not be required as prima facie
evi dence of authorization in the case of signs erected or placed
tenporarily for the control of speed or direction of traffic at
poi nts where construction, repairs, or maintenance of highways is
in progress, or along a tenporary alternate route established to
avoi d the construction, repair, or maintenance of a highway, if
the signs are of uniform design approved by the state

transportation conm ssion and the director of the departnent of
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state police and clearly indicate a special control, when proved
in court that the tenporary traffic-control sign was placed by
the state transportation comm ssion or on the authority of the
state transportation conm ssion and the director of the depart-
ment of state police or by the county road commi ssion or on the
authority of the county road comm ssion, at a specified

| ocati on.

(8) —(6)— A person who fails to observe an authorized speed
or traffic control sign, signal, or device is responsible for a
civil infraction.

(9) —|H— Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the
maxi mum speed limt on all freeways shall be 65 mles per hour
except that the state transportation departnent may designate not
nore than 170 miles of freeway in this state on which the speed
limt may be |l ess than 65 mles per hour. The director of the
state transportation departnent, in consultation with the depart-
ment of state police, beginning July 31, 1996, shall establish
five areas of freeway mles as test zones on which the speed
limt may be increased to 70 mles per hour in order to conduct a
study to determ ne whether any of those mles of freeway on which
the speed imt is 65 mles per hour on June 25, 1996 nay be
increased to 70 mles per hour. Tests shall be conducted from
August 1, 1996 through Cctober 31, 1996. The study shall be com
pl eted by Decenber 15, 1996 and shall be based on traffic conges-
tion and other traffic safety issues as determ ned by the direc-
tor of the departnent of state police or his or her designee and

on engineering criteria as determned by the director of the
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state transportation departnent or his or her designee. |If the
study indicates that certain mles of freeway are eligible for
increase, the speed limt on those mles of freeway nay be
increased to 70 mles per hour. The mninmumspeed |imt on al
freeways shall be 45 miles per hour except if reduced speed is
necessary for safe operation or in conpliance with law or in com
pliance with a special permt issued by an appropriate
authority.

(10) —8)— The maxi numrates of speed all owed pursuant to

this section are subject to the maxi mum rates established under
section 629b, section 627(5) to (7) for certain vehicles and
vehi cl e conbi nati ons, and section 629(4).

(11) 99— Acitation or civil infraction determ nation for
exceeding a | awful maxi num speed limt of 55 m|es per hour by
driving 65 mles per hour or less shall not be considered by any
person in establishing autonobile insurance eligibility or auto-

nobi |l e i nsurance r at es.
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