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HOUSE BILL No. 4869

June 5, 2001, Introduced by Reps. Birkholz, Lipsey, Waters, Kilpatrick, Raczkowski,
Thomas, Daniels, Kowall, Toy, Richner, Garza, Stallworth, Hale, Rivet, Clarke, Jamnick and
Lemmons and referred to the Committee on Local Government and Urban Policy.

A bill to amend 1945 PA 344, entitled
"An act to authorize counties, cities, villages and townshi ps of
this state to adopt plans to prevent blight and to adopt plans
for the rehabilitation of blighted areas; to authorize assistance
in carrying out such plans by the acquisition of real property,
the inprovenment of such real property and the disposal of rea
property in such areas; to prescribe the nethods of financing the
exerci se of these powers; and to declare the effect of this act,”
by anendi ng section 4 (MCL 125.74), as anended by 1986 PA 320.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 4. (1) As used in this section:

(a) "District area"” neans a portion of a municipality con-
sisting of 1 or nore adjacent or nearby devel opnent areas and any
surrounding territory that will be significantly affected by the
pl an for the devel opnent area or areas, where a majority of resi-
dents in the district area reside in the devel opnent area or

ar eas.
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(b) "Devel opnent plan" and "devel opnent area" nean those
terns as defined in section 2.

(c) "Citizens' district council”™ means a citizens' district
counci | established under this act.

(d) "Coordinating council on conmunity redevel opnent” neans
any coordi nating council on community redevel opnent established
under this act.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (7), the plans, state-
ments, and actions prescribed in subsections (3) to (11) are
requi renments and conditions for the exercise of the powers

granted by this act for the acquisition, sale, or |ease of real

property for the carrying out of a devel opnent plan in a devel op-
ment ar ea.

(3) The follow ng plans shall be adopted by the |ocal |egis-
| ative body of the municipality in which the devel opnent area is
| ocat ed:

(a) A master plan of the municipality or a master plan which
Is sufficiently advanced to designate areas in need of rehabili -
tation or in need of nmeasures to prevent blight.

(b) A plan of the general features of devel opnent of the
district within which the devel opnent area |lies and of other dis-
tricts adjacent to the devel opnent area, of such extent, content,
and particularity as is necessary to the coordination of the
devel opnment area plan with the future devel opnent of the terri-
tory surrounding the devel opnent area, or, if no future devel op-
ment is planned, then in coordination with the present

devel opnent .
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(4) District areas shall be designated for all devel opnent
areas that have been approved by a |local |egislative body and
subject to the ternms of this act as of January 1, 1968, and all
subsequent devel opnent areas that are so approved. A district
area shall not be designated unless the |ocal |egislative body
first holds a public hearing on the designation. The |egislative
body shall give notice of the public hearing not |ess than 20 nor
nore than 30 days before the date for the public hearing.

(5) CGtizens' district councils are governed by the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Except as otherw se provided in this subdivision, for
each district area, a citizens' district council of not |ess than
12 nor nore than 25 nenbers shall be selected in a manner that
ensures that the citizens' district council is to the maxi num
extent possible representative of the residents of the area and
of other persons with a denonstrable and substantial interest in
the area. The mpjority of the citizens' district council shall
be conposed of citizens living in the devel opnent area.

(b) The termof office on the councils shall be 3 years. |If
ternms of council nenbers are not staggered, then, upon the expi-
ration of the terns of the nmenbers of the citizens' district
council, 1/3 shall be elected or appointed for 3 years, 1/3 for 2
years and 1/3 for 1 year.

(c) Menbers of the council may be selected by direct el ec-
tion by the residents of the area and other persons with a denon-
strabl e and substantial interest in the area, or nmay be appoi nted

by the chief executive officer of the nmunicipality after
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consultation wth |Iocal community groups and residents of the
area, or by a conbination of appointnent and el ection. The

met hod of selection of the citizens' district council, and any
appoi ntnents to the council by the chief executive officer, shal
be determned with the approval of the |ocal |egislative body
after a public hearing has been held, with public notice of
—steh— THE hearing distributed throughout the district area at

| east 20 days before the date of the hearing. GCtizens' district
councils shall be established within 45 days of any initial des-
I gnation of a devel opnent area by any | ocal planning agency or

| ocal |egislative body.

(d) In acity of over —1666,0666— 750,000, the local |egis-
| ati ve body shall adopt an ordi nance governi ng the conposition
and net hod of selecting the nenbers of the citizens' district
councils, with the limtation that —suweh—an— THE ordi nance shal
provide for a magjority of the citizens' district council to be
conposed of citizens living in a devel opnent area or areas.

(6) The local official responsible for preparation of the
devel opnent plan within the district area shall periodically con-
sult with and advise the citizens' district council regarding al
aspects of the plan, including the devel opnent of new housing for
rel ocati on purposes | ocated either inside or outside of the
devel opnent area. The consultation shall begin before any final
deci sions by any |ocal planning agency or |ocal |egislative body
regardi ng the devel opnent plan other than the designation of the
devel opnent area. The consultation shall continue throughout the

vari ous stages of the devel opnent plan, including the final
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I npl enentation of the plan. The local officials responsible for
t he devel opnent of the plan shall incorporate into the devel op-
ment plan the desires and suggestions of the citizens' district
council to the extent feasible. A |local conm ssion, public
agency, or local legislative body of any nmunicipality shall not
approve any devel opnent plan for a devel opnent area unless there
has previously been consultation between the citizens' district
council and the local officials responsible for the devel opnent
plan. A record of the neetings, including information and data

presented, shall be maintained and included in official presenta-
tion of the proposed devel opnent plan to the |ocal |egislative
body.

(7) The chief executive officer of the nunicipality shal
give the citizens' district council witten notice of any contem
pl at ed zoni ng change, hearing, or condemnati on proceedings within
the district area. The notice shall be given at |east 20 days
before the effective date of the change or the date of the hear-
I ng or proceedings. Upon receiving a request fromthe citizens'
district council, the local |egislative body shall hold a public
heari ng on the proposed zoni ng change or condemnati on
proceedi ngs. Each citizens' district council may call upon any
city departnent for information.

(8) In a nmunicipality with 2 or nore district areas, each
citizens' district council shall elect 4 of its nenbers who shal
conpose the entire nenbership of the coordinating council on com
munity redevel opnent. The commttee shall advise |ocal units of

gover nnent on proposed policy on urban renewal, make
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recommendati ons for new projects, and pronote better relations
bet ween | ocal units of governnent and residents of urban renewal
areas. Notw thstanding any other provisions of this act, the
formati on of a coordinating council on comrunity redevel opnent
shall not be a requisite for or condition of the exercise of the
powers granted by this act for the acquisition, sale, or |ease of
real property, or the carrying out of a developnent plan in a
devel opnent ar ea.

(9) The local legislative body shall adopt a devel opnent
plan after consultation with a citizens' district council, if
requi red, and a public hearing on the devel opnent plan as pro-
vided in subsection (11), for the devel opnment area in which the
| and proposed to be acquired is |located or for the effectuation
or protection of which devel opnent the proposed | and acquisition
| s —deerred— CONSI DERED necessary. A devel opnment plan shal
conmply with the foll ow ng:

(a) The plan shall designate the | ocation and extent of
streets and other public facilities wthin the area and shal
desi gnate the | ocation, character, and extent of the categories
of public and private | and uses proposed for and within the area,
such as residential, recreation, business, industry, schools,
open spaces, and others, and shall also include a feasible nethod
for the relocation of famlies who will be displaced fromthe
area in decent, safe, and sanitary dwelling accomodati ons and
W t hout undue hardship to those famlies, and —steh— WHATEVER
ot her general features of the proposed rehabilitati on —as— THAT

may be determ ned by the | ocal |egislative body. A feasible
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nmet hod for relocation of displaced famlies shall denonstrate
that standard housing units are or will be available to the dis-
pl aced famlies and individuals at rents or prices within their
financi al neans, in reasonably convenient |ocations not |ess
desirabl e than the devel opnment area with respect to utilities and
facilities.

(b) The plan shall designate the |ocation, extent, charac-
ter, and estimted cost of the inprovenents contenplated for the
area and may include any or all of the follow ng inprovenents:

(i) Partial or total vacation of plats, or replatting.

(i) Opening, w dening, straightening, extending, vacating,
or closing streets, alleys, or wal kways.

(i) Locating or relocating water nmains, sewers, or other
public or private utilities.

(iv) Paving of streets, alleys, or sidewal ks in special
situations.

(v) Acquiring parks, playgrounds, or other recreational
areas or facilities.

(vi) Street tree planting, green belts, or buffer strips.

(vii) Property renovation in accordance with this act.

(viii) Parking facilities.

(ix) Commercial area pronotion.

(x) Economi c restructuring of commercial areas.

(xi) Recruiting of new businesses.

(xii) Ot her appropriate public inprovenments and activities
—whteh— THAT address rehabilitation or blight prevention in

accordance with this act.
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(c) The plan shall include estinmates of the nunber of
persons residing in the devel opnent area and the nunber of fam -
lies and individuals to be displaced; a survey of their incone
and racial conposition; a statistical description of the housing
supply in the community, including the nunber of private and
public units in existence or under construction, the annual rate
of turnover of the various types of housing, and the range of
rents and sale prices; an estimate of the total demand for hous-
ing in the conmunity; and the estimted capacity of private and
public housing avail able to displaced famlies and individuals.

(10) A local admnistrative agency shall be designated to
provide information concerning private and public housing avail -
able to displaced famlies and individuals and to advi se and
assist in their relocation.

(11) Before the determination of a blighted area and a
determ nation that there is a feasible nethod for relocation of
famlies and individuals who wll be displaced fromthe area, and
bef ore adoption of a devel opnent plan, the local |egislative body
shall hold a public hearing —whireh—hear+rg— THAT shall conply
with the foll ow ng:

(a) Notice of the tinme and place of the hearing shall be
gi ven by publication in a newspaper of general circulation not
| ess than 30 days before the date set for the hearing. Notice of
the hearing shall be distributed in the blighted area at |east 25
days before the hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be nuiled
at | east 25 days before the hearing to the |ast known owner of

each parcel of land in the blighted area at the | ast known
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address of that owner as shown by the records of the assessor.
The notice shall contain a description of the devel opnent area.
For purposes of this notice it shall be sufficient to describe

t he boundari es of the devel opnent area by its location in rela-
tion to highways, streets, streanms, or otherw se. The notice
shall further contain a statenent that maps, plats, and a partic-
ul ar description of the devel opnent plan, including the nmethod of
relocating famlies and individuals who will be displaced from
the area, are available for public inspection at a place to be
designated in the notice, and that all aspects of the devel opnent
plan will be open for discussion at the public hearing.

(b) At the tine set for hearing the |ocal |egislative body
shal|l provide an opportunity for all persons interested to be
heard and shall receive and consider conmunications in witing
with reference to the devel opnent plan. The hearing shall pro-
vide the fullest opportunity for expression of opinion, for argu-
ment on the nerits of the devel opnent plan, and for introduction
of docunentary evidence pertinent to the devel opnent plan.

(c) The local legislative body shall make and preserve a
record of the public hearing, including specific findings of fact
With respect to its determnation of the blighted area and its
determ nation that there is a feasible nmethod for relocation of
famlies and individuals who will be displaced fromthe area, al
data presented at the public hearing and all other data —whteh
THAT the | egislative body considered in nmaking its

determnations. |If no individuals reside in the devel opnent
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area, the legislative body is not required to determ ne a
feasi ble nethod for relocating residents.

(12) Wthin 10 days after the conpletion of the public hear-
i ng as provided in subsection (11), the citizens' district coun-
cil for the district within which the proposed devel opnent area
Is located shall notify the |ocal |egislative body in witing of
Its approval or disapproval of the devel opnment plan. |If the
citizens' district council approves the plan or fails to notify
the | ocal legislative body of its approval or disapproval of the
pl an, the local |egislative body is free to act on the plan. |If
the citizens' district council disapproves the plan and —so

notifies —+a—wit+rAg— the |local |egislative body IN WRI TING OF
THI S DI SAPPROVAL, the |ocal |egislative body shall not adopt the
plan for at |east 30 days after receipt of the notice and during
that period shall consult with the citizens' district counci

concerning its objections.
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