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SB0434, As Passed House, January 24, 2002

A bil

SENATE BI LL NO. 434
(As anmended January 22, 2002)

to amend 1975 PA 238, entitled

"Child protection |aw"

by amendi ng section 3 (MCL 722.623), as anmended by 1994 PA 177.

Sec.
FOLLOWE:

3.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CH GAN ENACT:
(1) [AN INDI VIDUAL | S REQUI RED TO REPORT UNDER THI S ACT AS

(A)] A physician, [eorener] dentist, PHYSICIAN S

ASSI STANT,

regi stered dental hygienist, nedical exam ner, nurse,

—a— person licensed to provide energency nedical care, audiol o-

gi st, psychol ogist, marriage and famly therapist, |licensed pro-

f essi onal

(o

ounselor, certified social worker, social worker,

soci al work technician, school adm nistrator, school counsel or or

teacher, |aw enforcenent officer, or regulated child care pro-

vi der who has reasonabl e cause to suspect child abuse or negl ect

shall make i medi ately, by tel ephone or otherw se, an oral

report, or

cause an oral report to be made, of the suspected

child abuse or neglect to the department. Wthin 72 hours after
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maki ng the oral report, the reporting person shall file a witten

report as required in this act. |If the reporting person is a

menber of the staff of a hospital, agency, or school, the report-

ing person shall notify the person in charge of the hospital,

agency, or school of his or her finding and that the report has

been made, and shall mnmake a copy of the witten report avail able

to the person in charge. [A NOTIFI CATION TO THE PERSON I N CHARGE OF A
HOSPI TAL, AGENCY, OR SCHOOL DCES NOT RELI EVE THE MEMBER OF THE STAFF OF
THE HOSPI TAL, AGENCY, OR SCHOOL OF THE OBLI GATI ON OF REPORTI NG TO THE
DEPARTMENT AS REQUI RED BY THIS SECTION.] One report from a hospital
agency, or

school shall be considered adequate to neet the reporting

requirement. A menber of the staff of a hospital, agency, or

school shall not be dism ssed or otherw se penalized for nmaking a
report required by this act or for cooperating in an
i nvestigation.

(B) A DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE WHO IS 1 OF THE FOLLOW NG AND HAS
REASONABLE CAUSE TO SUSPECT CHI LD ABUSE OR NEGLECT SHALL MAKE A REPORT
OF SUSPECTED CHI LD ABUSE OR NEGLECT TO THE DEPARTMENT:

(i) ELIG BILITY SPECI ALI ST.

(ii) FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE MANAGER.
(ii)) FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE SPECI ALI ST.
(iv) SOCI AL SERVI CES SPECI ALI ST.

(v) SOCI AL WORK SPEC! ALI ST.

(vi) SOCI AL WORK SPECI ALI ST MANAGER.
(vii) WELFARE SERVI CES SPECI ALI ST. ]

(2) The witten report shall contain the nane of the child
and a description of the abuse or neglect. |If possible, the
report shall contain the nanmes and addresses of the child' s par-
ents, the child' s guardian, the persons with whomthe child
resides, and the child' s age. The report shall contain other
information available to the reporting person —whieh— THAT m ght
establish the cause of the abuse or neglect, and the manner in
whi ch the abuse or negl ect occurred.

(3) The department shall informthe reporting person of the
required contents of the witten report at the tine the oral
report is made by the reporting person.

(4) The written report required in this section shall be

mai |l ed or otherwi se transmitted to the county —departrent—of
soctat—serviees— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE AGENCY of the county in
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(5) Upon receipt of a witten report of suspected child
abuse or neglect, the departnment nay provide copies to the prose-
cuting attorney and the probate court of the counties in which
the child suspected of being abused or neglected resides and is
f ound.

(6) If the report or subsequent investigation indicates a
vi ol ation of sections 136b and 145c or sections 520b to 520g of
the M chigan penal code, —Act—No—328—of—thePublecAets—of—1931-
betnrg—seetions—+50—136b—F56145c—and—+50-526b—to—756-520gofthe
M-ehi-gan—Corpited—taws— 1931 PA 328, MCL 750.136B, 750. 145C, AND
750. 520B TO 750. 520G, or if the report or subsequent investiga-
tion indicates that the suspected abuse was not conmtted by a
person responsible for the child' s health or welfare, and the
departnent believes that the report has basis in fact, the
departnment shall transmit a copy of the witten report and the
results of any investigation to the prosecuting attorney of the
counties in which the child resides and is found.

(7) I'f alocal |aw enforcenent agency receives a witten
report of suspected child abuse or neglect, whether fromthe
reporting person or the departnent, the report or subsequent
i nvestigation indicates that the abuse or neglect was conmtted
by a person responsible for the child s health or welfare, and
the |l ocal |aw enforcenent agency believes that the report has
basis in fact, the |local |aw enforcenent agency shall provide a
copy of the witten report and the results of any investigation

to the county —departrent—of—soetral—serviees— FAM LY | NDEPENDENCE
AGENCY of the county in which the abused or neglected child is
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found. Nothing in this subsection or subsection (6) shall be
construed to relieve the departnent of its responsibility to
investigate reports of suspected child abuse or negl ect under
this act.

(8) For purposes of this act, the pregnancy of a child |ess
than 12 years of age or the presence of a venereal disease in a
child who is over 1 nonth of age but less than 12 years of age
shall be reasonabl e cause to suspect child abuse and negl ect have

occurred.
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