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SB1096, As Passed House, May 9, 2002

SENATE BI LL NO. 1096

A bill to anmend 1937 PA 10, entitled
"An act to define the use of travel aids by blind persons; to
provi de protection against accidents to such persons; to require
Instruction and exam nation in certain circunstances; and to pro-
vide penalties for violation hereof,"
by anendi ng sections la and 2 (MCL 752.51a and 752.52),
section la as added and section 2 as anended by 1986 PA 62.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. la. As used in this act:
(a) "Blind" neans a person who has a visual acuity of 20/200
or less in the better eye with correction, or has limtation of
his or her field of vision such that the w dest dianeter of the

visual field subtends an angul ar di stance not greater than 20

degr ees.
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(b) "Cane" neans an aid used by a blind pedestrian for —the
pturpose—of— travel and identification —whteh—shat—be— PURPOSES
THAT IS white in color with or without a red tip.

(© "CROSSWALK" MEANS THAT TERM AS DEFI NED I N SECTI ON 10 OF
THE M CHI GAN VEHI CLE CODE, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.10.

(D) —e)y— "Dog guide" nmeans a dog, in harness, —whieh— THAT
has been formally trained and —whteh— THAT is used by a blind
person as a travel aid.

(E) "WALKER' MEANS AN Al D USED BY A BLI ND PEDESTRI AN FOR
TRAVEL AND | DENTI FI CATI ON PURPOSES THAT IS WHITE I N COLOR OR HAS
WH TE LEGS WTH OR W THOUT A RED TIP

Sec. 2. (1) Adriver of a vehicle shall not approach a

crosswal k —as—deftned—by—sect+on—1to0—of—theMechigan—vehicte—code-
Act—Ne—3060—of—thePubtHe—Acts—of 1949 —betrng——sectton—25+16——of
the—M-ehtgan—€Conptted—taws,— or any ot her pedestrian crossing
W t hout taking all necessary precautions to avoid accident or
infjury to a blind pedestrian carrying a cane or using a dog guide
OR WALKER

(2) A driver who approaches a crosswal k or any ot her pedes-
trian crossing wthout taking all necessary precautions to avoid
accident or injury to a blind pedestrian carrying a cane or using
a dog gui de —shatH—be— OR WALKER IS liable in damages for any
injuries caused the blind pedestrian. A blind pedestrian who
does not carry a cane or use a dog gui de —shat+—havre— OR WALKER
HAS all of the rights and privileges conferred upon any other
pedestrian by the laws of this state. The failure of a blind

pedestrian to carry a cane or use a dog gui de OR WALKER shal | not
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be treated as evidence of negligence in a civil action for injury
to the blind pedestrian or for the blind pedestrian's w ongful
deat h.

(3) If a person alleges to a peace officer a violation of
subsection (1), the peace officer shall investigate the alleged
viol ation. The prosecuting attorney shall review the peace
officer's investigative report to determ ne whether a violation
of subsection (1) has occurred and whether to issue charges.

Upon the request of the blind pedestrian and after review ng the
investigative report, a prosecuting attorney shall informthe
bl i nd pedestrian of his or her decision and the reason or reasons

supporting that decision.
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