HOUSE BILL No. 4140

February 6, 2001, Introduced by Reps. Shulman, Patterson, Mead, Howell, Van Woerkom, DeVuyst,
Pappageorge, DeRossett, Cassis, Birkholz, Kooiman, Meyer, Stewart, Bradstreet, Jelinek, Richardville,
Pumford, Cameron Brown, Stamas, Woronchak, Bisbee, Bob Brown, Vander Roest, Julian, Caul, Newell,
Richner, Hager, Allen, Ruth Johnson, Voorhees, Vander Veen, Toy, Bishop, Ehardt, DeWeese, Kuipers, Gosselin,
Pestka, Minore, Switalski, Raczkowski and Neumann and referred to the Committee on Civil Law and the Judiciary.
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A bill to anmend 1961 PA 236, entitled
"Revi sed judicature act of 1961,"
by amendi ng section 916 (MCL 600.916), as anended by 2000 PA 112,
and by addi ng chapter 80.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 916. (1) A person shall not practice |law or engage in
t he | aw busi ness, shall not in any manner whatsoever |ead others
to believe that he or she is authorized to practice law or to
engage in the | aw business, and shall not in any manner what so-
ever represent or designate hinself or herself as an attorney and
counselor, attorney at law, or |awer, unless the person is regu-
larly licensed and authorized to practice lawin this state. A

person who violates this section is guilty of contenpt of the
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supreme court and of the circuit court of the county in which the
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vi ol ati on occurred, and upon conviction is punishable as provided
by | aw.

(2) This section does not apply to —&— EI THER OF THE
FOLLOW NG

(A) A person who is duly licensed and authorized to practice
law in another state while tenporarily in this state and engaged
in a particular matter.

(B) A PERSON WHO | S DULY LI CENSED AND AUTHORI ZED TO PRACTI CE
LAW I N ANOTHER STATE WHI LE REPRESENTI NG A CLI ENT IN A MATTER THAT
| S BEFORE THE CYBER COURT I N THI S STATE PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 80.

(3) 2— A donestic violence victimadvocate' s assi stance
that is provided in accordance with section 2950c does not vio-
| ate this section.

CHAPTER 80.
THE CYBER COURT

SEC. 8001. (1) THE CYBER COURT | S CREATED. THE PURPCSE OF
THE CYBER COURT |S TO ALLOW DI SPUTES BETWEEN BUSI NESS AND COMVER-
Cl AL ENTITIES TO BE RESOLVED W TH THE SPEED AND EFFI CI ENCY
REQUI RED BY THE | NFORMATI ON AGE ECONOWY.

(2) THE CYBER COURT SHALL BE LOCATED IN 1 OR MORE COUNTI ES
AS DETERM NED BY THE SUPREME COURT. THE CYBER COURT SHALL SIT IN
FACI LI TI ES DESI GNED TO ALLOW ALL HEARI NGS AND PROCEEDI NGS TO BE
CONDUCTED BY MEANS OF ELECTRONI C COMMUNI CATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG, BUT
NOT LIM TED TO, VI DEO AND AUDI O CONFERENCI NG AND | NTERNET
CONFERENCI NG.

(3) THE CYBER COURT SHALL HOLD SESSI ON AND SHALL SCHEDULE
HEARI NGS OR OTHER PROCEEDI NGS TO ACCOWODATE PARTI ES OR W TNESSES
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WHO ARE LOCATED QUTSIDE OF THI'S STATE. A CYBER COURT FACILITY IS
OPEN TO THE PUBLI C TO THE SAME EXTENT AS A CI RCU T COURT
FACI LI TY. WHEN TECHNOLOG CALLY FEASI BLE, ALL PROCEEDI NGS OF THE
CYBER COURT SHALL BE BROADCAST ON THE | NTERNET.

(4) THE CYBER COURT SHALL MAI NTAIN I TS STAFF AND SUPPORT
SERVI CES AT THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

SEC. 8003. (1) THE SUPREME COURT SHALL ASSI GN JUDGES OF THE
ClRCU T COURT WHO SHALL SERVE AS JUDGES OF THE CYBER COURT. THE
DURATI ON OF A JUDGE' S ASSI GNMENT TO THE CYBER COURT SHALL BE AT
LEAST 3 YEARS. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF JUDGES ASSI GNED TO THE CYBER
COURT SHALL REASONABLY REFLECT THE CASELOAD OF THE CYBER COURT.

I N SELECTI NG JUDGES FOR ASSI GNVENT TO THE CYBER COURT, THE
SUPREME COURT SHALL CONSI DER A JUDGE' S EXPERI ENCE | N PRESI DI NG
OVER COMVERCI AL LI TI GATI ON AND HI' S OR HER EXPERI ENCE AND | NTEREST
I N THE APPLI CATI ON OF TECHNOLOGY TO THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF
JUSTICE. THE M CH GAN JUDI CI AL | NSTI TUTE SHALL PROVI DE APPROPRI -
ATE TRAI NI NG FOR JUDGES WHO ARE ASSI GNED AS JUDCGES OF THE CYBER
COURT.

SEC. 8005. (1) THE CYBER COURT HAS CONCURRENT JURI SDI CTI ON
OVER COMVERCI AL LI TI GATI ON ACTI ONS I N WHI CH THE AMOUNT | N CONTRO-
VERSY EXCEEDS $25, 000. 00.

(2) ANY COUNTY IN WHI CH THE CYBER COURT HAS BEEN LOCATED BY
THE SUPREME COURT UNDER SECTI ON 8001 I'S A PROPER COUNTY I N WH CH
TO COMMENCE AN ACTION I N THE CYBER COURT.

SEC. 8007. (1) AN ACTION MAY BE FILED IN THE CYBER COURT BY
FI LI NG A COWLAI NT WTH THE CLERK OF THE CYBER COURT. A
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DEFENDANT MAY REMOVE THE ACTION TO CI RCU T COURT AT ANY TI ME
BEFORE FI LI NG AN ANSWER TO THE COVPLAI NT.

(2) PRACTI CE AND PROCEDURE | N THE CYBER COURT, THE FORM AND
MANNER OF PLEADI NGS, AND THE MANNER OF SERVI CE OF PROCESS SHALL
BE | N ACCORDANCE W TH SPECI AL RULES FOR THE CYBER COURT ADOPTED
BY THE SUPREME COURT.

SEC. 8009. UNLESS A PARTY REMOVES AN ACTION FILED I N THE
CYBER COURT TO THE CI RCU T COURT PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 8007, ALL
PARTI ES TO AN ACTION I N THE CYBER COURT SHALL BE CONSI DERED TO
HAVE WAI VED THE RIGHT TO TRI AL BY JURY AND TO HAVE WAI VED THE
RI GHT TO MOVE FOR A CHANGE OF VENUE.

SEC. 8011. ALL MATTERS HEARD I N THE CYBER COURT SHALL BE
HEARD BY MEANS COF ELECTRONI C COVMUNI CATI ONS, | NCLUDI NG, BUT NOT
LIMTED TO, VI DEO AND AUDI O CONFERENCI NG AND | NTERNET CONFERENC-
I NG AMONG THE JUDGE AND COURT PERSONNEL, PARTIES, W TNESSES, AND
OTHER PERSONS NECESSARY TO THE PROCEEDI NG.

SEC. 8013. THE CYBER COURT HAS THE SAME PONER TO SUBPOENA
W TNESSES AND REQUI RE THE PRODUCTI ON OF BOOKS, PAPERS, RECORDS
DOCUMENTS, ELECTRONI C DOCUMENTS, AND ANY OTHER EVI DENCE AND TO
PUNI SH FOR CONTEMPT AS THE CIRCUI T COURT HAS. THE JUDGE AND
CLERK OF THE CYBER COURT NMAY ADM NI STER OATHS AND AFFI RMATI ONS
AND TAKE ACKNOALEDGVENTS OF | NSTRUMENTS BY ELECTRONI C MEANS. AN
OATH OR AFFI RVATI ON TAKEN FROM A PERSON LOCATED QUTSI DE OF THI S
STATE AND PURSUANT TO THE LAWS OF THE JURI SDI CTI ON I N WHI CH THE
PERSON | S LOCATED SHALL BE CONSI DERED TO BE AN OATH OR AFFI RMA-
TI ON AUTHORI ZED BY THE LAWS OF THI S STATE.
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SEC. 8015. AN ACTION IN THE CYBER COURT SHALL BE HEARD BY
THE JUDGE W THOUT A JURY. THE COURT MAY GRANT A NEW TRI AL UPON
THE SAVE TERMS AND UNDER THE SAME CONDI TI ONS AND FOR THE SAME
REASONS AS PREVAIL IN THE CASE OF THE CIRCU T COURT OF THI S
STATE, IN A CASE HEARD BY A JUDGE W THOUT A JURY.

SEC. 8017. (1) AN APPEAL FROM THE CYBER COURT SHALL BE TO A
SPECI AL PANEL OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, AS PRESCRI BED BY SUPREME
COURT RULES.

(2) THE CLERK OF THE CYBER COURT SHALL | MMEDI ATELY FURNI SH
THE PARTIES TO EVERY ACTI ON W TH AN ELECTRONI C NOTI CE OF ENTRY OF
ANY FI NAL ORDER OR JUDGVENT. THE TIME WTHK N WH CH AN APPEAL AS
OF RI GHT MAY BE TAKEN SHALL BE GOVERNED BY SUPREME COURT RULES.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act takes effect

January 1, 2002.
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