HOUSE BILL No. 4554

April 17,2001, Introduced by Reps. Sheltrown, Gieleghem, Lipsey, Neumann, Adamini, Rich Brown,

¥9SY 'ON 1119 3SNOH

Anderson, Kolb, Minore, Whitmer, Rivet, Clark, Shackleton, Spade, Switalski, Garza and Bogardus and referred to
the Committee on Redistricting and Elections.

HOUSE BILL No. 4554
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A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 509t and 761 (MCL 168. 509t and 168.761),
section 509t as anended by 1998 PA 21 and section 761 as anended
by 1996 PA 207.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 509t. (1) Notwi thstandi ng —any—other— ANOTHER provi -
sion of lawto the contrary, a person who is a qualified elector
in this state and who registers to vote in a manner consi stent
with the national voter registration act of 1993 — is consid-
ered a registered voter under this act.

(2) A person who registers to vote in a jurisdiction in this
state by mail shall vote in person if that person has not
previously voted in person in that jurisdiction. This subsection

does not apply to any of the follow ng registered voters:
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(a) A person entitled to vote by absentee ballot under the
uni formed and overseas citizens absentee voting act, Public Law
99-410, 100 Stat. 924.

(b) A person —who—has— WTH a disability as defined in sec-
tion 103 of the persons with disabilities civil rights act, 1976
PA 220, MCL 37.1103. ——of

(C© A PERSON who is 60 years of age or ol der.

(D) —€e)y— A person who is entitled to vote other than in
person under any other federal |aw

(E) I'F THE PERSON SI GNS AND HAS NOTARI ZED THE NOTARY FORM AS
PROVI DED | N SECTI ON 761, A PERSON WHO IS ENTI TLED TO VOTE AS AN
ABSENT VOTER UNDER SECTI ON 758.

(3) This section does not preclude this state from prosecut -
ing a violation of this act that is also a violation of —any— A
federal election or voting rights |aw.

Sec. 761. (1) If the clerk of a city, township, or village
recei ves an application for an absent voter ballot froma person
registered to vote in that city, township, or village and if the
signature on the application agrees with the signature on the
registration card, the clerk imedi ately upon receipt of the
application or, if the application is received before the print-
ing of the absent voter ballots, as soon as the ballots are
received by the clerk, shall forward by mai| ——postagepreparo-
or—shatH+— OR del i ver personal |y —t+—eof—thebatHots—or——set—of—bat—
tets—+f—there—+s—rore—than—1+kind—of—baHot—tebe—voted— AN
ABSENT VOTER BALLOT to the applicant. —Absent—voter—batots— AN
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ABSENT VOTER BALLOT may be delivered to an applicant in person at
the office of the clerk.

(2) Notw thstandi ng section 759, providing that —A6— THE
CLERK SHALL NOT ACCEPT absent voter applications —shat+—be
recetvetd—bythe—eterk— after 2 p.m on the Saturday before the
el ection, a person qualified to vote as an absent voter may apply
in person at the clerk's office before 4 p.m on a day
—preceding— BEFORE the el ection, except Sunday or a | egal
holiday, to vote as an absent voter. The applicant shall receive
his or her absent voter ballot and vote the ballot in the clerk's
office. All other absent voter ballots, except ballots delivered
—purstant—to— | N ACCORDANCE W TH an energency absent voter ball ot
application under section 759b, shall be nmailed or delivered to
the registration address of the applicant unless the application
requests delivery to an address outside the city, village, or
township or to a hospital or simlar institution. ——+awhietch
ease— | F THE APPLI CATI ON REQUESTS DELI VERY TO AN ADDRESS CUTSI DE
THE CITY, VILLAGE, OR TOMNSH P OR TO A HOSPI TAL OR A SIM LAR
I NSTI TUTI ON, the absent voter —batHets— BALLOT shall be nmiled or
delivered to the address given in the application. -—Hewever—=a
A clerk may mail or deliver an absent voter ballot, upon request
of the absent voter, to a post office box if the post office box
is where the absent voter normally receives personal mail and the
absent voter does not receive nmail at his or her registration
addr ess.

(3) Absent voter ballots shall be issued in the sanme order,

| NSOFAR AS IS POSSI BLE, in which applications are received by the
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clerk of a city, township, or village. ——asnearty—as—taybe-
ant—each— EACH bal | ot i ssued shall bear the | owest nunber —ef
each—kind— avail abl e. —fer—thispurpose—However—thts—proviston
dees—rnot—prohtbit—a— A clerk —from MAY i nmedi atel y —+ssttng

| SSUE an absent voter ballot to an absent voter who applies in
person in the clerk's office for AN absent voter —battots

BALLOT. The clerk shall enclose wth the ABSENT VOTER bal | ot —ofr
bat+ots— a return envel ope properly addressed to the clerk and
bearing upon the back of the envelope a printed statenent in sub-
stantially the followi ng form

TO BE COVPLETED
BY THE CLERK

Name of Voter Street Address or R R

City, Township, or Village County

War d Pr eci nct Dat e of El ection

TO BE COVPLETED BY THE ABSENT VOTER

—+—assert—that— | ama qualified and regi stered el ector of
the city, township, or village nanmed above. | amvoting as an
absent voter in conformty with —state— THE M CH GAN el ecti on
law. Unl ess otherw se indicated below, | personally marked the
ball ot enclosed in this envel ope w thout —exkhrbrtirg— SHON NG it
t o —any—other— ANOTHER person.

—+—further—assert—that—thts— TH S absent voter ballot is
being returned to the clerk or an assistant of the clerk by ne

personal ly; by public postal service, express mail service,
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parcel post service, or other commopn carrier; by a nenber of ny
imediate famly; or by a person residing in ny househol d.

DATE: SIGN HERE: X
Si gnature of Absent Voter

The above form nust be signed or your vote will not be counted.
AN ABSENT VOTER WHO KNOW NGLY MAKES A FALSE STATEMENT IS GUILTY
OF A M SDEMEANCR.

TO BE COVPLETED ONLY | F VOTER IS ASSI STED I N VOTI NG
BY ANOTHER PERSON
| assisted the above naned absent voter who is disabled or
ot herwi se unable to mark the ballot in marking his or her absent
voter ball ot —purstant—te— FOLLON NG his or her directions. The

absent voter ballot was inserted in the return envel ope w t hout

bei ng —exhibtted—to—any—other— SHOM TO ANOTHER per son.

Signature of Person Street Address or RR GCity, Twp., ZI P CODE
Assi sting Voter or Village

A PERSON WHO ASSI STS AN ABSENT VOTER AND WHO KNOW NGLY MAKES A
FALSE STATEMENT IS GUI LTY OF A FELONY.

WARNI NG
PERSONS WHO CAN LEGALLY BE I N POSSESSI ON OF AN ABSENT VOTER

BALLOT | SSUED TO AN ABSENT VOTER ARE LIM TED TO THE ABSENT VOTER,
A PERSON VHO | S A MEMBER OF THE ABSENT VOTER S | MMEDI ATE FAM LY
OR RESIDES I N THE ABSENT VOTER S HOUSEHOLD AND WHO HAS BEEN ASKED
BY THE ABSENT VOTER TO RETURN THE BALLOT; A PERSON WHOSE JOB I T
'S TO HANDLE MAI L BEFORE, DURI NG OR AFTER BEI NG TRANSPORTED BY A
PUBLI C POCSTAL SERVI CE, EXPRESS MAI L SERVI CE, PARCEL POCST SERVI CE,
OR COMVON CARRI ER, BUT ONLY DURI NG THE NORVMAL COURSE OF HI S OR

HER EMPLOYMENT; AND THE CLERK, ASSI STANTS OF THE CLERK, AND OTHER
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AUTHORI ZED ELECTI ON OFFI CI ALS OF THE CITY, TOMSH P, VILLAGE, OR
SCHOOL DI STRICT. ANY OTHER PERSON I N POSSESSI ON OF AN ABSENT
VOTER BALLOT IS GUILTY OF A FELONY.

i Do I I . L
the—absent—voter—bat-tot—envelope—
(4) I'F AN APPLI CANT FOR AN ABSENT VOTER BALLOT REGQ STERED TO

VOTE BY MAI L AS PROVI DED I N SECTI ON 509V AND THE APPLI CANT HAS
NOT SUBSEQUENTLY VOTED | N PERSON I N THAT JURI SDI CTI ON, THE CLERK
SHALL DELI VER TO THE APPLI CANT A NOTARY FORM | N ADDI TI ON TO THE
ABSENT VOTER BALLOT. THE APPLI CANT SHALL SI GN AND HAVE NOTARI ZED
THE NOTARY FORM AND DELI VER THE NOTARY FORM TO THE CLERK ALONG
W TH THE ABSENT VOTER BALLOT. | F THE APPLI CANT DOES NOT DELI VER
THE NOTARY FORM ALONG W TH THE ABSENT VOTER BALLOT, THE ABSENT
VOTER BALLOT SHALL NOT BE COUNTED.

(5) An absent voter who know ngly makes a fal se statenent on
the absent voter ballot return envelope is guilty of a
m sdeneanor. A person who assists an absent voter and who know
ingly makes a fal se statement on the absent voter ballot return

envelope is guilty of a felony.
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