HOUSE BILL No. 5242

October 16, 2001, Introduced by Reps. Vander Veen, Richardville, Tabor, Meyer, Voorhees, Birkholz,
Stewart, Toy and Hart and referred to the Committee on Family and Children Services.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 203, entitled
"Foster care and adoption services act,"
by amendi ng section 8 (MCL 722.958).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 8. (1) The departnment shall pronul gate rul es —pturstant
t6— UNDER the adm nistrative procedures act of 1969, —Act—No—366
of—thePubHtAets—of 1969 —betng——seections—24201to0 243280
the—M-echigan—Corpited—taws— 1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 TO 24.328, to
ensure the conprehensive, high-quality training of foster care
and adoption workers. It shall consult and may contract with
col l eges and universities, child placing agencies, and profes-

si onal organi zations for the design and inplenmentation of the
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training. The training shall stress cultural sensitivity,
i nt eragency cooperation, and respect for individuals and

11 famlies.
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(2) The department shall produce or contract w th another
person to produce a directory of children under the jurisdiction
of the departnent who are avail able for adoption. The departnent
shal | make copi es avail abl e throughout the state to ensure that
i nterested individuals have reasonabl e access to the directory.

(3) The departnent shall establish and nmaintain a registry
of adoptive honmes to be used as a central clearinghouse for
i nformati on about prospective adoptive parents. The departnent
shal | accept information froma prospective adoptive parent who
has received a preplacenent assessnment with a finding that the
individual is suitable to be the parent of an adoptee. The
information shall be filed in a formand manner that will permt
it to be readily accessible to biological parents or child plac-

i ng agenci es seeking adoptive homes for children. The departnent
shall charge a prospective adoptive parent an initial fee of
$100. 00 for maintaining the information in the registry and a
renewal fee of $50.00 for each year the prospective adoptive
parent remains in the registry. The department shall provide
information in the registry without charge to biol ogical parents
or child placing agenci es who request it.

(4) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH AS PI LOT PRQIECTS AT
LEAST 4, BUT NOT MORE THAN 6, FOSTER AND ADOPTI VE PARENT RESOURCE
CENTERS. EACH RESOURCE CENTER SHALL PROVI DE AT LEAST SUPPORT FOR
AND COCRDI NATI ON OF RESPI TE CARE AND ASSI STANCE TO FOSTER PARENTS
I N OBTAI NI NG DAY CARE. RESOURCE CENTER STAFF SHALL PURSUE OTHER
ACTI VI TI ES DESI GNED TO PROMOTE PERMANENCY FOR CHI LDREN
PARTI CULARLY CHI LDREN W TH SPECI AL NEEDS, SUCH AS SUPPORT Al MED
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1 AT RETAI NI NG FOSTER PARENTS. THE DEPARTMENT MAY FUND THE PI LOT
2 FOSTER AND ADCPTI VE PARENT RESOURCE CENTERS USI NG MONEY APPROCPRI -
3 ATED FOR POSTADOPTI ON | NCENTI VES AND FROM STRONG FAM LY/ SAFE
4 CHI LDREN FUNDS
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