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HOUSE BILL No. 6020

May 7, 2002, Introduced by Reps. Voorhees, Tabor, Hummel, DeRossett, Howell, Newell,
Vander Veen, Patterson, Raczkowski, Caul, Palmer, Julian, George, Bisbee and Vear and referred to
the Committee on Family and Children Services.

A bill to amend 1966 PA 138, entitled
"The famly support act,"
by amending the title and sections 2, 3, 4, 7, and 8a
(MCL 552.452, 552.453, 552.454, 552.457, and 552.458a), the title
as anended by 1990 PA 237, section 2 as anended by 2001 PA 111,
section 3 as anmended by 1985 PA 212, and sections 4 and 7 as
anended and section 8a as added by 1999 PA 158.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
TI TLE
An act to confer jurisdiction upon the circuit courts to
order and enforce the paynent of noney for the support, in cer-
tain cases, of parents having physical custody of mi nor children
or children who have reached the age of majority and of m nor
children or children who have reached the age of nmajority by

noncust odi al parents AND TO ENTER ORDERS GOVERNI NG CUSTODY AND
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PARENTI NG TI ME FOR THOSE CHI LDREN; to provide for the term nation
of the effectiveness of the SUPPORT orders; and to provide for
t he paynent of fees and assessnent of costs in those cases.

Sec. 2. (1) Upon the hearing of the conplaint, in the
manner of a notion, the court may enter an order as it determ nes
proper for the support of the petitioner and the mnor child or
children of the parties as prescribed in section 5 of the support
and parenting tinme enforcenent act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552. 605.

The order shall provide that paynment shall be nade to the —fr+end
of—the— court FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE or the state di sbursenent
unit. If the parent conpl ai ned of opposes the entry of the order
upon the ground that he or she is without sufficient financial
ability to provide necessary shelter, food, care, clothing, and
ot her support for his or her spouse and child or children, the
burden of proving this lack of ability is on the parent against
whom the conplaint is made. The order shall state in separate
par agr aphs the amount of support for the petitioner until the
further order of the court, and the amount of support for each
child until each child reaches 18 years of age or until the fur-
ther order of the court. Subject to section 5b of the support
and parenting time enforcenent act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552. 605b,
the court may al so order support for the child after the child
reaches 18 years of age, or until the further order of the

court.

(2) A support order entered under this section is enforce-
abl e as provided in the support and parenting time enforcenent

act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552. 650. If this act contains a
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specific provision regarding the contents or enforcement of a
child support order that conflicts with a provision in the sup-
port and parenting tinme enforcenent act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552. 601
to 552.650, this act controls in regard to that provision.

(3) IF THERE IS NO DI SPUTE REGARDI NG A CHI LD S CUSTODY, THE
COURT SHALL I NCLUDE I N AN ORDER FOR SUPPORT | SSUED UNDER THI S ACT
SPECI FI C PROVI SI ONS GOVERNI NG CUSTODY OF AND PARENTI NG Tl ME FOR
THE CHI LD | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE CHI LD CUSTODY ACT OF 1970, 1970
PA 91, MCL 722.21 TO 722.31. |F THERE IS A DI SPUTE REGARDI NG
CUSTODY OF AND PARENTI NG TI ME FOR THE CH LD, THE COURT SHALL
| NCLUDE | N AN ORDER FOR SUPPORT | SSUED UNDER THI S ACT SPECI FI C
TEMPORARY PROVI SI ONS GOVERNI NG CUSTODY OF AND PARENTI NG TI ME FOR
THE CH LD. PENDI NG A HEARI NG ON OR OTHER RESOLUTI ON OF THE DI S-
PUTE, THE COURT MAY REFER THE MATTER TO THE COURT FAM LY SERVI CES
OFFI CE FOR A WRI TTEN REPORT AND RECOMVENDATI ON AS PROVI DED I N
SECTION 5 OF THE COURT FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE ACT, 1982 PA 294,
MCL 552.505. | N A DI SPUTE REGARDI NG CUSTCDY OF AND PARENTI NG
TIME FOR A CH LD, THE PROSECUTI NG ATTORNEY | S NOT REQUI RED TO
REPRESENT EI THER PARTY REGARDI NG THE DI SPUTE

Sec. 3. Upon the entry of any order for support under this
act, a copy of the order shall be transmitted to the —f+iend—-of
the— court FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE of the county in which the
order was entered.

Sec. 4. (1) If the county famly independence agency where
t he custodial parent or guardian of the mnor child or children
or the child or children who have reached 18 years of age resides

determ nes the custodial parent, the mnor child or children, the
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child or children who have reached 18 years of age, or any of
themto be eligible for public or nedical assistance, or if a
conplaint is being filed under section 1b, the prosecuting attor-
ney shall act as the attorney for the petitioner.

(2) The prosecuting attorney shall utilize the child support
fornmul a devel oped under section 19 of the —fr+entd—of—the— court
FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE act, 1982 PA 294, MCL 552.519, as a guide-
line in petitioning for child support. Upon certification by the
fam |y i ndependence agency that the custodial parent and nm nor
child or children or child or children who have reached 18 years
of age are receiving public assistance, a paynent received by the
—+++end—oef—the— court FAMLY SERVI CES OFFICE or the state dis-
bursement unit for the support of the custodial parent and m nor
child or children or child or children who have reached 18 years
of age shall be transmtted to the famly independence agency.

Sec. 7. (1) To reinburse the county for the cost of enforc-
i ng support or parenting tinme orders under this act, the court
shal | order the paynent of a service fee of $2.00 per nonth, pay-
abl e sem annually on each January 2 and July 2, to the —f+tent—of
the— court FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE or state disbursenment unit.

The service fee shall be paid by the person ordered to pay the
support noney. The service fee shall be conputed fromthe begin-
ning date of the support order and shall continue while the sup-
port order is operative. The service fee shall be paid 6 nonths
i n advance on each due date, except for the first paynment which
shall be paid at the sanme tinme the support order is filed, and

covers the period of time fromthat nonth until the next cal endar
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due date. The —f+t+entd—of—the— court FAMLY SERVI CES OFFI CE may
deduct the service fee from support noney paid after the due date
of the service fee. An order that provides for the paynent of
support that requires collection by the —fr+enrd—of—tHhe— court
FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE under this act or by the SDU shall provide
for the paynment of the service fee. Upon its own notion, a court
may anend such an order or judgnent to provide for the paynent of
the service fee, in the anpunt provided by this subsection, upon
notice to the person ordered to pay the support noney. The serv-
ice fees shall be turned over to the county treasurer and cred-
ited to the general fund of the county.

(2) The court may hold in contenpt a person who fails or
refuses to pay a service fee ordered under subsection (1).

Sec. 8a. The departnent, the SDU, and each office of the
—+t+end—oef—the— court FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE shall cooperate in
the transition to the centralized receipt and di sbursenent of
support and fees. —-AreoffHiece—ofthefriend-ofthe—ecourt— A COURT
FAM LY SERVI CES OFFI CE shall continue to receive and di sburse
support and fees through the transition, based on the schedul e
devel oped as required by section —6— 7 of the office of child
support act, 1971 PA 174, ML —466-—236— 400. 237, and nodifica-
tions to that schedule as the departnent considers necessary.

Enacting section 1. This anmendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. or House Bill No. 6011
(request no. 04605' 01*) of the 91st Legislature is enacted into

| aw.
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