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HOUSE BILL No. 6139

HOUSE BILL No. 6139

May 28, 2002, Introduced by Reps. Gosselin and Palmer and referred to the Committee on
Civil Law and the Judiciary.

A bill to anmend 1961 PA 236, entitled
"Revi sed judicature act of 1961,"
(MCL 600. 101 to 600.9948) by addi ng section 1482.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

SEC. 1482. (1) I N AN ACTI ON FOR PERSONAL | NJURY OR WRONGFUL
DEATH, THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF DAMAGES FOR NONECONOM C LOSS SHALL NOr
EXCEED $280, 000. 00 UNLESS THE COURT DETERM NES THAT THE CONDUCT
OF 1 OR MORE OF THE DEFENDANTS CAUSE 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG,

I N WH CH CASE DAMAGES FOR NONECONOM C LOSS SHALL NOT EXCEED
$500, 000. 00:

(A) THE PLAINTIFF IS HEM PLEA C, PARAPLEG C, OR QUADRI PLEG C
RESULTI NG I N A TOTAL PERMANENT FUNCTI ONAL LOSS OF 1 OR MORE LI MBS
CAUSED BY 1 OR MORE OF THE FOLLOW NG

(/) INJURY TO THE BRAI N.
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(i) I'NJURY TO THE SPI NAL CORD.

(B) THE PLAI NTI FF HAS PERMANENTLY | MPAI RED COGNI Tl VE
CAPACI TY RENDERI NG HI M OR HER | NCAPABLE OF MAKI NG | NDEPENDENT,
RESPONSI BLE LI FE DECI SI ONS AND PERMANENTLY | NCAPABLE OF | NDEPEN-
DENTLY PERFORM NG THE ACTI VI TIES OF NORVAL, DAILY LI VING

(©) THE PLAI NTI FF HAS SUSTAI NED PERVANENT LOSS OF OR DAMAGE
TO A REPRODUCTI VE ORGAN RESULTI NG IN THE | NABI LI TY TO PROCREATE.

(2) I'N AVARDI NG DAMAGES I N AN ACTI ON FOR PERSONAL | NJURY OR
VWRONGFUL DEATH, THE TRIER OF FACT SHALL | TEM ZE DAMAGES | NTO DAM
AGES FOR ECONOM C LOSS AND DAMAGES FOR NONECONOM C LOSS.  THE
COURT SHALL REDUCE AN AWARD OF DAMAGES THAT EXCEEDS THE APPLI CA-
BLE LI M TATI ON I N SUBSECTI ON (1) TO THE AMOUNT OF THE APPLI CABLE
LI M TATION. NEI THER THE COURT NOR COUNSEL FCOR ElI THER PARTY SHALL
ADVI SE THE JURY OF THE LI M TATI ONS I N SUBSECTI ON (1).

(3) AS USED IN THI S SECTI ON, "NONECONOM C LOSS" MEANS DAM
AGES OR LGSS DUE TO PAIN, SUFFERI NG | NCONVENI ENCE, PHYSI CAL
| MPAI RVENT, PHYSI CAL DI SFI GUREMENT, OR OTHER NONECONOM C LGSS.

(4) ON THE EFFECTI VE DATE OF THE AMENDATORY ACT THAT ADDED
TH S SECTI ON, THE STATE TREASURER SHALL ADJUST BOTH LI M TATI ONS
| N SUBSECTI ON (1) SO THAT THE LI M TATI ONS ARE EQUAL TO THE
ADJUSTED LI M TATI ONS THEN I N EFFECT UNDER SECTI ON 1483. AFTER
THAT DATE, THE STATE TREASURER SHALL ADJUST THE LI M TATIONS I N
SUBSECTI ON (1) AT THE END OF EACH CALENDAR YEAR SO THAT THEY CON-
TINUE TO BE EQUAL TO THE ADJUSTED LI M TATI ONS UNDER SECTI ON 1483.
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