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HOUSE BILL No. 6332

HOUSE BILL No. 6332

September 18, 2002, Introduced by Rep. Julian and referred to the Committee on Commerce.

A Dbill to amend 1976 PA 388, entitled
"M chi gan canpai gn finance act,"
(MCL 169. 201 to 169.282) by adding section 65a.
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
SEC. 65A. (1) TH S SECTI ON SHALL BE KNOWN AND MAY BE CI TED
AS THE " CANDI DATE ACCOUNTABI LI TY LAW.
(2) A CANDI DATE WHO RECEI VES MONEY FROM THE STATE CAMPAI GN
FUND AND WHOSE NAME | S ELI G BLE TO APPEAR ON THE PRI MARY ELECTI ON
BALLOT SHALL PARTI CI PATE I N THE PUBLI C DEBATES REQUI RED UNDER
THI S SUBSECTI ON W TH ALL OTHER CANDI DATES OF THE SAME PARTY WHO
RECEI VE MONEY FROM THE STATE CAMPAI GN FUND AND WHOSE NAMES ARE
ELI G BLE TO APPEAR ON THE PRI MARY ELECTI ON BALLOT, |F ANY. A
PUBLI C DEBATE SHALL BE SCHEDULED | N EACH CALENDAR MONTH BEG NNI NG
IN THE MONTH I N WHI CH THE NAMES OF MORE THAN 1 CANDI DATE OF THE
SAME PARTY ARE ELI G BLE TO APPEAR ON THE PRI MARY ELECTI ON BALLOT
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AND ENDI NG | N THE MONTH | MMEDI ATELY BEFORE THE MONTH I N WHI CH THE
PRI MARY ELECTION | S HELD. EACH PUBLI C DEBATE SHALL BE HELD I N A
DI FFERENT GEOGRAPHI C REG ON OF THI S STATE. THE CANDI DATES PAR-
TI CI PATING I N A PUBLI C DEBATE UNDER THI S SUBSECTI ON, UPON MJTUAL
AGREEMENT, SHALL DESI GNATE THE GEOGRAPHI C REG ONS I N VWHI CH THE
PUBLI C DEBATES W LL BE HELD. | F THE CANDI DATES ARE UNABLE TO
AGREE UPON THE GEOGRAPHI C REG ONS, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL
DESI GNATE THE GEOGRAPHI C REG ONS FOR THE PUBLI C DEBATES.

(3) A CANDI DATE WHO RECEI VES MONEY FROM THE STATE CAMPAI GN
FUND AND WHOSE NAME |'S ELI G BLE TO APPEAR ON THE GENERAL ELECTI ON
BALLOT SHALL PARTI Cl PATE I N THE PUBLI C DEBATES REQUI RED UNDER
THI'S SUBSECTI ON W TH ALL OTHER CANDI DATES WHO RECEI VE MONEY FROM
THE STATE CAMPAI GN FUND AND WHOSE NAMES ARE ELI G BLE TO APPEAR ON
THE GENERAL ELECTI ON BALLOT, |F ANY. A PUBLI C DEBATE SHALL BE
HELD I N EACH MEDI A MARKET OF THI S STATE DURI NG THE PERI CD BEG N-
NING IN THE MONTH I N WH CH THE NAMES OF MORE THAN 1 CANDI DATE ARE
ELI G BLE TO APPEAR ON THE GENERAL ELECTI ON BALLOT AND ENDI NG I N
THE MONTH | MVEDI ATELY BEFORE THE MONTH IN WHI CH THE CGENERAL ELEC-
TION IS HELD. AS USED IN TH S SUBSECTI ON, "MEDI A MARKET" MEANS
ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(A) THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY DETRO T MEDI A.

(B) THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY FLI NT MEDI A.

(© THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY TRAVERSE CI TY MEDI A.

(D) THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY GRAND RAPI DS MEDI A.

(E) THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY LANSI NG MEDI A.

(F) THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY ALPENA NEDI A.
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(G THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY MARQUETTE MEDI A

(H THE MARKET AREA SERVED BY MEDI A COVERI NG SOUTHWEST
M CHI GAN.

(4) A PUBLI C DEBATE HELD UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE SCHED-
ULED UPON MUTUAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN ALL CANDI DATES REQUI RED TO
PARTI Cl PATE. | F THE CANDI DATES ARE UNABLE TO AGREE UPON A SCHED-
ULE OF PUBLI C DEBATES, THE SECRETARY OF STATE, AFTER REASONABLE
CONSI DERATI ON OF THE CANDI DATES' SCHEDULES, SHALL ESTABLI SH A
PUBLI C DEBATE SCHEDULE.

(5) A PUBLI C DEBATE HELD UNDER THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE HELD
UNDER THE FOLLOW NG ClI RCUMSTANCES:

(A) A MODERATOR SHALL BE PRESENT AND SHALL BE A NEUTRAL
PARTY. THE CANDI DATES PARTI CI PATI NG I N A PUBLI C DEBATE UNDER
THI S SECTI ON, UPON MUTUAL AGREEMENT, SHALL DESI GNATE A MODERATOR
FOR THE PUBLI C DEBATE. | F THE CANDI DATES ARE UNABLE TO AGREE
UPON A MODERATOR, THE SECRETARY OF STATE SHALL DESI GNATE A MODER-
ATOR FOR THE PUBLI C DEBATE.

(B) EACH CANDI DATE SHALL HAVE EQUAL OPPORTUNI TY TO ASK ANY
OTHER CANDI DATE A QUESTI ON. THE RESPONDI NG CANDI DATE SHALL HAVE
2 M NUTES TO RESPOND TO THE QUESTI ON, AND THE CANDI DATE WHO ASKED
THE QUESTI ON SHALL HAVE 1 M NUTE TO REBUT THAT RESPONSE.

(©) EACH CANDI DATE SHALL BE POSI TI ONED BEH ND A PODI UM

(6) A CANDI DATE WHO DOES NOT PARTI Cl PATE I N A PUBLI C DEBATE
REQUI RED UNDER THI' S SECTI ON SHALL RETURN THE AMOUNT RECEI VED FROM
THE STATE CAMPAI GN FUND FOR THAT ELECTI ON. HOWEVER, A CANDI DATE
WHO | S NOT' ABLE TO PARTI CI PATE | N A PUBLI C DEBATE BECAUSE HE OR
SHE IS PHYSI CALLY OR MENTALLY UNFI T OR BECAUSE OF OTHER EXI GENT

08021' 02



4
1 Cl RCUMSTANCES THAT ARE MUTUALLY AGREED TO BY ALL CANDI DATES | S

2 NOT REQUI RED TO RETURN THE MONEY RECEI VED FROM THE STATE CAMPAI GN
3 FUND.
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