SENATE BILL No. 197
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SENATE BILL No. 197

February 13, 2001, Introduced by Senators MC MANUS, GAST, SSIKKEMA and BENNETT
and referred to the Committee on Farming, Agribusiness and Food Systems.

A bill to anend 1994 PA 451, entitled
“"Natural resources and environnmental protection act,"”
by anmendi ng sections 51301, 51304, 51305, 51306, 51309, and 51311
(MCL 324.51301, 324.51304, 324.51305, 324.51306, 324.51309, and
324.51311), as added by 1995 PA 57, and by addi ng
sections 51302a, 51302b, 51302c, and 51302d; and to repeal acts
and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 51301. —TFhe—owner—or—operator—of—atract—oft+andrnot

reservation—as providedin—thrs—part— AS USED IN TH S PART:
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(A) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

(B) "PRIVATE FOREST" MEANS A TRACT OF FORESTLAND AT LEAST 10
ACRES I'N SI ZE THAT IS CAPABLE OF ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

(i) PRODUCI NG NOT LESS THAN 20 CuBI C FEET PER ACRE PER YEAR
OF FOREST GROMH UPON MATURI TY.

(i) PRODUCI NG TREE SPECI ES THAT HAVE ECONOM C OR COMVERCI AL
VALUE.

(iii) PRODUCI NG A COMVERCI AL STAND OF TI MBER W THI N A REA-
SONABLE PERI OD OF TI ME.

SEC. 51302A. THE OMER OF A PARCEL OF LAND THAT CONTAI NS AT
LEAST 10 ACRES OF PRI VATE FOREST MAY APPLY TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR
A PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE I F ALL OF
THE FOLLOW NG CONDI TI ONS ARE MET:

(A) THE PARCEL CONTAI NS NOT MORE THAN 1 BU LDI NG OF ANY
Kl ND.

(B) THE OANER HAS PREPARED OR HAS HAD PREPARED A MANAGEMENT
PLAN FOR THE PRI VATE FOREST.

(© THE PRI VATE FOREST |'S NOT BEING USED I N A MANNER THAT | S
| NCONSI STENT WTH THE USE OF THE LAND FOR FORESTRY PURPOSES.

SEC. 51302B. (1) A PERSON WHO W SHES TO RECEI VE A PRI VATE
FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE SHALL SUBM T AN
APPLI CATI ON TO THE DEPARTMENT I'N A MANNER PRESCRI BED BY THE
DEPARTMENT AND CONTAI NI NG THE | NFORMATI ON REQUI RED BY THE
DEPARTMENT. THE APPLI CATI ON SHALL | NCLUDE A MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR
THE PRI VATE FOREST.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL GRANT A PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C
TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE FOR THAT PORTI ON OF A PARCEL OF LAND
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THAT IS HELD AS PRI VATE FOREST | F THE APPLI CANT AND THE PRI VATE
FOREST MEET THE REQUI REMENTS OF THI S ACT AND THE RULES PROMUL-
GATED UNDER THI S ACT.

SEC. 51302C. (1) A PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMP-
TI ON CERTI FI CATE | S EFFECTI VE BEG NNI NG JANUARY 1 OF THE YEAR
FOLLOW NG THE DATE I T WAS GRANTED AND | S VALID FOR A 10- YEAR
PERI OD AS LONG AS THE RECI PI ENT OF THE TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE
AND THE PRI VATE FOREST REMAIN I N COVPLI ANCE WTH TH S PART AND
THE RULES PROMULGATED UNDER THI S PART.

(2) I'F THE DEPARTMENT GRANTS A PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C
TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOTI FY THE TAX
ASSESSOR FOR THE LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNVENT | N VWH CH THE PROPERTY
| S LOCATED.

(3) I'F AT ANY TI ME THE OANER OF THE LAND SUBJECT TO A PRI -
VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE OR THE PRI VATE
FOREST IS NOT | N COWPLI ANCE W TH THI S PART AND THE RULES PROWMUL-
GATED UNDER THI S PART, THE CERTIFI CATE | S VO D AS OF THAT DATE
AND THE OMNER OF THE LAND IS SUBJECT, AS OF THAT DATE, TO AD
VALOREM PROPERTY TAXES UNDER THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893
PA 206, MCL 211.1 TO 211.157, AND ANY | NTEREST | MPCSED UNDER THAT
ACT.

SEC. 51302D. (1) I|IF THE DEPARTMENT GRANTS A PRI VATE FOREST-
LAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE, THE OMNER OF THE LAND
SUBJECT TO THE CERTI FI CATE IS SUBJECT TO THE PRI VATE FORESTLAND
SPECI FI C TAX. THE PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX I S AN ANNUAL
TAX, PAYABLE AT THE SAME TI MES, I N THE SAME | NSTALLMENTS, AND TO
THE SAVE OFFI CER OR OFFI CERS AS TAXES | MPOSED UNDER THE GENERAL
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PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 TO 211. 157, ARE

PAYABLE. THE OFFI CER OR OFFI CERS SHALL DI SBURSE THE PRI VATE FOR-
ESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX PAYMENTS RECEI VED EACH YEAR TO AND AMONG THE
STATE, G TIES, TOMSH PS, VILLAGES, SCHOOL DI STRI CTS, AND AUTHOR-
I TIES, AT THE SAME TI MES AND I N THE SAME PROPORTI ONS AS REQUI RED

BY LAW FOR THE DI SBURSEMENT OF TAXES COLLECTED UNDER THE GENERAL

PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 TO 211.157.

(2) THE TAX RATE OF THE PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FIC TAX IS
AS FOLLOWE:

(A IF THE OANER ALLOANS MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL PUBLI C ACCESS
TO THE LAND FOR HUNTI NG AND FI SHING 1/3 OF THE RATE THAT WOULD
OTHERW SE BE ASSESSED UNDER THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893
PA 206, MCL 211.1 TO 211.157.

(B) IF THE OANER DOES NOT ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL
PUBLI C ACCESS TO THE LAND FOR HUNTI NG OR FI SHI NG, 2/3 OF THE RATE
THAT WOULD OTHERW SE BE ASSESSED UNDER THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX
ACT, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.1 TO 211.157.

Sec. 51304. A |andowner shall not receive the benefit of
this part if the | andowner pernmits cattle, horses, sheep, hogs,
or goats to pasture upon A private forest —reservation— THAT IS
SUBJECT TO A PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI -
CATE UNDER THI S PART before at |east 90% of the trees are 2
inches in dianeter, and then only under rules pronul gated by the
depart nent.

Sec. 51305. A private forest —reservation— THAT | S SUBJECT
TO A PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATE UNDER
TH' S PART shall be kept fully stocked with forest trees under the
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rul es pronul gated by the departnent and shall be maintained as a
wood| ot .

Sec. 51306. If any trees are renoved froma private forest
—reservation— SUBJECT TO A PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMP-
TI ON CERTI FI CATE UNDER THI S PART, provision shall be nmade for
conpl ete restocking with forest trees under the rules of the
depart nent.

Sec. 51309. The supervisor or assessor in each township
shall keep a record of all private —forest—reservations—wthin

SUBJECT TO PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CERTI FI CATES
UNDER THI S PART.

Sec. 51311. The —supervisor— DEPARTMENT or assessor shal
personal | y exam ne the various private —forest—reservations—
FORESTS FOR WHI CH PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON CER-
TI FI CATES HAVE BEEN | SSUED when t he —real—estate— PROPERTY is
assessed for taxation, and note upon return the condition of the
trees and whether the trees are properly planted and conti nuously
cared for, so that the intent of this part nay be conplied wth.
If the private —reservation— FOREST is properly planted and con-

ti nuously cared for in accordance with this part, the part of

—+ts—value,—over—and—above—$1-00per—acre,— THE PRI VATE FOREST
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DESCRI BED I N THE PRI VATE FORESTLAND SPECI FI C TAX EXEMPTI ON
CERTI FI CATE i s exenpt fromall taxation EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N

TH S PART. —tf—theowner—of—aprirvateforest—reservatton—pro—
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Enacting section 1. Sections 51302, 51303, 51308, and 51310
of the natural resources and environnental protection act, 1994
PA 451, MCL 324.51302, 324.51303, 324.51308, and 324.51310, are

r epeal ed.
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