SENATE BILL No. 319
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SENATE BILL No. 319

March 13, 2001, Introduced by Senators HAMMERSTROM and JOHNSON and referred
to the Committee on Families, Mental Health and Human Services.

A bill to anend 1970 PA 91, entitled
"Child custody act of 1970,"
by anmendi ng section 7 (MCL 722.27), as anended by 1999 PA 156;
and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 7. (1) If a child custody dispute has been submtted
to the circuit court as an original action under this act or has
arisen incidentally fromanother action in the circuit court or
an order or judgnent of the circuit court, for the best interests
of the child the court nay do 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Award the custody of the child to 1 or nore of the par-
ties involved or to others and provide for paynent of support for
the child, until the child reaches 18 years of age. Subject to
section —4a— 5B OF THE SUPPORT AND PARENTI NG TI ME ENFORCEMENT
ACT, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.605B, the court may al so order support
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as provided in this section for a child after he or she reaches
18 years of age. The court may require that support paynents
shall be made through the friend of the court, court clerk, or
state di sbursenent unit.

(b) Provide for reasonable parenting time of the child by
the parties involved, by the maternal or paternal grandparents,
or by others, by general or specific ternms and conditions.
Parenting tinme of the child by the parents is governed by
section 7a.

(c) Modify or amend its previous judgnments or orders for
proper cause shown or because of change of circunstances until
the child reaches 18 years of age and, subject to section —4a— 5B
OF THE SUPPORT AND PARENTI NG Tl ME ENFORCEMENT ACT, 1982 PA 295,
MCL 552.605B, until the child reaches 19 years and 6 nonths of
age. The court shall not nodify or anmend its previous judgnents
or orders or issue a new order so as to change the established
custodi al environnment of a child unless there is presented clear
and convincing evidence that it is in the best interest of the
child. The custodial environment of a child is established if
over an appreciable tinme the child naturally |ooks to the custo-
dian in that environment for guidance, discipline, the necessi-
ties of life, and parental confort. The age of the child, the
physi cal environnent, and the inclination of the custodian and
the child as to permanency of the relationship shall also be
consi der ed.

(d) UWilize a guardian ad litemor the comunity resources

i n behavi oral sciences and other professions in the investigation
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and study of custody disputes and consider their recomendati ons
for the resolution of the disputes.
(e) Take any other action considered to be necessary in a
particul ar child custody dispute.
(f) Upon petition consider the reasonabl e grandparenting

time of maternal or paternal grandparents as provided in section

7b and, if denied, nake a record of the denial.
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26 (2) —6)— A judgnent or order entered under this act
27 providing for the support of a child I'S GOVERNED BY AND i s
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enforceabl e as provided in the support and parenting tine
enforcement act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552.650. IF TH' S
ACT CONTAI NS A SPECI FI C PROVI SI ON REGARDI NG THE CONTENTS OR
ENFORCEMENT OF A SUPPORT ORDER THAT CONFLICTS WTH A PROVI SION I N
THE SUPPORT AND PARENTI NG TI ME ENFORCEMENT ACT, 1982 PA 295, MCL
552. 601 TO 552. 650, THI S ACT CONTROLS I N REGARD TO THAT
PROVI SI ON.
Enacting section 1. Section 4a of the child custody act of
1970, 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.24a, is repeal ed.
Enacting section 2. This anendatory act takes effect
January 1, 2002.
Enacting section 3. This anendatory act does not take
effect unless Senate Bill No. 317
of the 91st Legislature is enacted into

| aw.
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