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SENATE BILL No. 376

April 17, 2001, Introduced by Senators BENNETT, GOSCHKA, HAMMERSTROM
and SHUGARS and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

A bill to anend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election |aw,"
by anmendi ng section 544c (MCL 168. 544c), as anended by 1999
PA 2109.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 544c. (1) A nomnating petition shall be 8-1/2 inches
by 14 inches in size. On a nomnating petition, the words
"nom nating petition" shall be printed in 24-point bol df ace
type. "W, the undersigned,” et cetera shall be printed in
8-point type. "Warning" and | anguage in the warning shall be
printed in 12-point bol dface type. The bal ance of the petition
shall be printed in 8-point type. The nane, address, and party
affiliation of the candidate and the office for which petitions
are signed shall be printed in type not |arger than 24-point.

The petition shall be in the following form
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NOM NATI NG PETI Tl ON
( PARTI SAN)

We, the undersigned, registered and qualified voters of the
city or township of ............ , in the county of ............
and

(strike 1)
state of M chigan, noni nate,

(Nanme of Candi date)
(Street Address or Rural Route) (Post Ofice)
as a candidate of the ................ party for the office of
(District, if any)
to be voted for at the primary election to be held on the
......... day of .......... , —19— 20...
WARNI NG

A person who know ngly signs nore petitions for the sanme
office than there are persons to be elected to the office or
signs a nane other than his or her own is violating the provi-

sions of the M chigan election |aw.
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Nane and or Post O fice Dat e of Signing
Si gnat ure Rural Route M. Day Year
1.
2.
3.
4.

nunbered |ines as above
CERTI FI CATE OF Cl RCULATOR

The undersigned circul ator of the above petition asserts
that he or she is qualified to circulate this petition and that
each signature on the petition was signed in his or her presence;
and that, to his or her best know edge and belief, each signature
is the genuine signature of the person purporting to sign the
petition, the person signing the petition was at the tine of

signing a qualified registered elector of the city or township
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listed in the heading of the petition, and the el ector was
qualified to sign the petition.

Circulator--Do not sign or date certificate until after cir-

cul ating petition.

(Printed Name and Signature of Circul ator) (Dat e)

(Gty or Townshi p Where Regi st ered)
[or, for petitions under section 482,

"(City or Township Wiere Qualified to be Registered)"]

Conpl et e Residence Address (Street and Nunber or Rural
Rout e)

(Post Ofice) (ZlI P CCODE)

Warni ng- A circul ator knowi ngly making a false statenment in
t he above certificate, a person not a circulator who signs as a
circulator, or a person who signs a nane other than his or her
own as circulator is guilty of a m sdeneanor

(2) The petition shall be in a formproviding a space for
the circulator and each el ector who signs the petition to print
his or her nane. The secretary of state shall prescribe the

| ocation of the space for the printed nane. The failure of the
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circulator or an elector who signs the petition to print his or
her name or to print his or her nanme in the |ocation prescribed
by the secretary of state does not affect the validity of the
signature of the circulator or the elector who signs the
petition. A printed nane |ocated in the space prescribed for
printed names does not constitute the signature of the circul ator
or elector.

(3) At the time of circulation, the circulator of a petition
shall be a registered elector of this state. At the time of exe-
cuting the certificate of circulator, the circulator shall be
registered in the city or towship indicated in the certificate
of circulator on the petition. However, the circulator of a
petition under section 482 need only be qualified to be a regis-
tered elector of this state at the tinme of circulation and at the
time of executing the certificate of circulator.

(4) The circulator of a petition shall sign and date the
certificate of circulator before the petition is filed. A circu-
| at or shall not obtain electors’ signatures after the circul ator
has signed and dated the certificate of circulator. A filing
official shall not count electors’ signatures that were obtained
after the date the circulator signed the certificate or that are
contained in a petition that the circulator did not sign and
dat e.

(5) Except as provided in section 544d, a petition sheet
shall not be circulated in nore than 1 city or township and each
signer of a petition sheet shall be a registered elector of the

city or township indicated in the heading of the petition sheet.
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The invalidity of 1 or nore signatures on a petition does not
affect the validity of the remai nder of the signatures on the
petition.

(6) An individual shall not sign nore nominating petitions
for the sane office than there are persons to be elected to the
office. An individual who violates this subsection is guilty of
a m sdeneanor .

(7) An individual shall not do any of the follow ng:

(a) Sign a petition with a nane other than his or her own.

(b) Make a false statenment in a certificate on a petition.

(c) If not a circulator, sign a petition as a circul ator.

(d) Sign a name as circul ator other than his or her own.

(8) An individual who violates subsection (7) is guilty of a
m sdeneanor puni shable by a fine of not nore than $500. 00 or
i mprisonment for not nore than 93 days, or both.

(9) If after a canvass and a hearing on a petition under
section 476 or 552 the board of state canvassers determ nes that
an individual has knowingly and intentionally failed to conply
wi th subsection (7), the board of state canvassers may inpose 1
or nore of the foll ow ng sanctions:

(a) Disqualify any obviously fraudul ent signatures on a
petition formon which the violation of subsection (7) occurred,
wi t hout checking the signatures against |ocal registration
records.

(b) Disqualify fromthe ballot a candi date who conm tted,
ai ded or abetted, or know ngly allowed the violation of

subsection (7) on a petition to nom nate that candi date.
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(10) If an individual violates subsection (7) and the
affected petition sheet is filed, each of the foll owi ng who knew
of the violation of subsection (7) before the filing of the
affected petition sheet and who failed to report the violation to
the secretary of state, the filing official, if different, the
attorney general, a |l aw enforcenent officer, or the county prose-

cuting attorney is guilty of a m sdeneanor, punishable —by—afine

years—or—both— AS DETERM NED UNDER SUBSECTI ON (11):

(a) The circulator of the petition, if different than the
i ndi vi dual who viol ated subsection (7).

(b) If the petition is a nomnating petition, the candi date
whose nonmination i s sought.

(c) If the petitionis a petition for a ballot question or
recall, the organization or other person sponsoring the petition
drive.

(11) A VI OLATI ON UNDER SUBSECTI ON (10) IS PUNI SHABLE BY
I MPRI SONMENT FOR NOT MORE THAN 1 YEAR, THE APPLI CABLE FOLLOW NG
FI NE, OR BOTH:

(A IF THE VIOLATION I'S A FI RST CONVI CTI ON, $1, 000. 00.

(B) I'F THE VIOLATION I S A SECOND CONVI CTI ON, $1, 500. 00.

(O IF THE VIOLATION I S A THI RD OR SUBSEQUENT CONVI CTI ON
$2, 000. 00.

(12) (t1)— If after a canvass and a hearing on a petition
under section 476 or 552 the board of state canvassers determ nes

that an individual has violated subsection (10), the board of
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state canvassers may inpose 1 or nore of the follow ng
sancti ons:

(a) I npose on the organi zation or other person sponsoring
the petition drive an adm nistrative fine of not nore than
$5, 000. 00.

(b) Charge the organi zati on or other person sponsoring the
petition drive for the costs of canvassing —any— A petition form
on which a violation of subsection (7) occurred.

(c) Disqualify an organi zation or other person described in
subdi vision (a) fromcollecting signatures on a petition for a
period of not nore than 4 years.

(d) Disqualify —any— obviously fraudul ent signatures on a
petition formon which a violation of subsection (7) occurred
wi t hout checking the signatures against |ocal registration
records.

(e) Disqualify fromthe ballot a candi date who conm tted,
ai ded or abetted, or knowi ngly allowed a violation of subsection
(7) on a petition to nom nate that candi date.

(13) (%2~ If an individual refuses to conply with a sub-
poena of the board of state canvassers in an investigation of an
al | eged violation of subsection (7) or (10), the board may hol d
the canvass of the petitions in abeyance until the individual
conpl i es.

(14) —(13)— A person who aids or abets another in an act
that is prohibited by this section is guilty of that act.
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1 (15) —(*4)— The provisions of this section except as
2 otherwi se expressly provided apply to all petitions circul ated

3 under authority of the election | aw
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