SENATE BILL No. 519
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SENATE BILL No. 519

May 30, 2001, Introduced by Senators SIKKEMA, JOHNSON, KOIVISTO, STEIL, BULLARD
and NORTH and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

A bill to anend 1961 PA 236, entitled
"Revi sed judicature act of 1961,"
by anmendi ng sections 6404, 6407, 6410, 6413, and 6461 ( MCL
600. 6404, 600.6407, 600.6410, 600.6413, and 600.6461), section
6410 as anended by 1986 PA 308, and by addi ng section 6408.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 6404. (1) The court of clains is created as a function
of the circuit court for the thirtieth judicial circuit, THE
SEVENTEENTH JUDI CI AL CIRCU T, THE SI XTH JUDI Cl AL Cl RCU T, THE
TH RD JUDI CI AL CI RCUI' T, AND THE TWENTY-FI FTH JUDICIAL CTRCU T. A
circuit judge of —thethirtieth— ANY OF THOSE judicial —etreurt—
CIRCUI TS and any judge assigned into —thethirtieth— ANY OF THOSE
judicial —etreuirt— CIRCU TS by the state court adm ni strator may
exercise the jurisdiction of the court of clainms as provided by

| aw. THE CH EF JUDGE OF EACH OF THOSE Cl RCUI TS SHALL DESI GNATE
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AT LEAST 2 BUT NOT MORE THAN 3 JUDGES OF THE Cl RCUI T WHO SHALL
SIT AS JUDGES OF THE COURT OF CLAIMS. THE ASSI GNVENT OF COURT OF
CLAI M5 CASES TO THOSE JUDGES SHALL BE MADE RANDOMY.

(2) I'n case of the disability or absence fromthe place of
hol di ng court of a circuit judge before whom while sitting as
the judge of the court of clains, a case has been tried or notion
heard, another circuit judge designated to sit as the judge of
the court of clains —to— may continue, hear, determ ne, and sign
all matters that his or her predecessor could have conti nued,
heard, determ ned, and signed.

(3) In case a circuit judge designated to sit as the judge
of the court of clainms dies before signing a judgnent and after
filing a finding of fact or rendering an opinion upon proof sub-
mtted and argunent of counsel disposing of all or part of the
i ssues in the case involved, a successor as judge of the court of
clainms may proceed with that action in a nmanner consistent with
the finding or opinion and the judge is given the sane powers as
if the finding of fact had been made or the opinion had been
rendered by the successor judge.

Sec. 6407. The court shall hold at | east 4 sessions in each

to—att—nterested—persons— The sheriff of the county within
which a case is heard, or 1 of —hts— THE SHERI FF S deputi es,

shall serve as court officer w thout additional conpensation
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—therefor— FOR THAT SERVICE. The departnent of nanagenent and
budget shall furnish the court with suitable space and equi pnent
in the —etty— CITIES of Lansing, GRAND RAPI DS, PONTIAC, DETRAO T,
AND MARQUETTE.

SEC. 6408. (1) FOR PURPCSES OF THI S CHAPTER, THE STATE IS
DI VIDED INTO 5 JUDI Cl AL DI STRICTS. THE DI STRI CTS ARE CONSTI TUTED
AND NUMBERED AS FOLLOWG

(A) DI STRICT 1 CONSI STS OF THE COUNTI ES OF WAYNE, MONRCE,
AND LENAWEE. A CAUSE OF ACTI ON OVER VWHI CH THE COURT OF CLAI M5
HAS JURI SDI CTI ON THAT ARISES IN 1 OF THOSE COUNTI ES SHALL BE
TRIED IN THE THI RD JUDI Cl AL CI RCU T.

(B) DI STRICT 2 CONSI STS OF THE COUNTI ES OF CGENESEE,
SHI AWASSEE, QAKLAND, AND MACOVB. A CAUSE OF ACTI ON OVER WH CH
THE COURT OF CLAI MS HAS JURI SDI CTI ON THAT ARISES IN 1 OF THOSE
COUNTI ES SHALL BE TRIED IN THE SI XTH JUDI Cl AL Cl RCUI T.

(C) DI STRICT 3 CONSI STS OF THE COUNTI ES OF BERRI EN, CASS,
ST. JOSEPH, BRANCH, HI LLSDALE, WASHTENAW LI VI NGSTQON, JACKSON
CALHOUN, KALAMAZOO, VAN BUREN, ALLEGAN, BARRY, KENT, OTTAWA, AND
MUSKEGON. A CAUSE OF ACTI ON OVER VWHI CH THE COURT OF CLAI M5 HAS
JURI SDI CTI ON THAT ARISES IN 1 OF THOSE COUNTIES SHALL BE TRIED I N
THE SEVENTEENTH JUDI Cl AL CI RCUI T.

(D) DI STRICT 4 CONSI STS OF THE COUNTI ES OF EATON, | NGHAM
| ONI A, MONTCALM CLI NTON, GRATI OT, SAGQ NAW TUSCOLA, LAPEER,
ST. CLAIR, SAN LAC, HURON, BAY, M DLAND, | SABELLA, MECCSTA,
NEVWAYGO, OCEANA, MASON, LAKE, OSCEOLA, CLARE, GLADW N, ARENAC,
| OSCO, OGENMAW ROSCOMMON, M SSAUKEE, WEXFORD, MANI STEE, BENZI E
GRAND TRAVERSE, LEELANAU, KALKASKA, CRAWFORD, OSCODA, ALCONA,
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ALPENA, MONTMORENCY, OTSEGO, ANTRIM EMVET, CHARLEVA X,
CHEBOYGAN, PRESQUE | SLE, LUCE, AND ALGER. A CAUSE OF ACTI ON OVER
VWH CH THE COURT OF CLAI MS HAS JURI SDI CTI ON THAT ARISES IN 1 OF
THOSE COUNTI ES SHALL BE TRIED IN THE THI RTI ETH JUDI Cl AL Cl RCUI T.

(E) DI STRICT 5 CONSI STS OF THE COUNTI ES OF MACKI NAC,
CH PPEWA, SCHOOLCRAFT, DELTA, MENOM NEE, DI CKI NSON, MARQUETTE,
| RON, BARAGA, HOUGHTON, KEWEENAW GOGEBI C, AND ONTONAGON. A
CAUSE OF ACTI ON OVER VWH CH THE COURT OF CLAI Ms HAS JURI SDI CTI ON
THAT ARISES IN 1 OF THOSE COUNTI ES SHALL BE TRIED I N THE
TVENTY-FI FTH JUDI Cl AL CI RCU T.

(2) NOTW THSTANDI NG SUBSECTI ON (1), THE COWVPLAINT IN A CAUSE
OF ACTI ON OVER VWH CH THE COURT OF CLAI Ms HAS JURI SDI CTI ON SHALL
BE FILED IN THE CI RCU T COURT FOR THE THI RTI ETH JUDI Cl AL Cl RCUI T.

Sec. 6410. (1) The circuit judges of —the—thirtieth— EACH
OF THE 5 judicial —etrreuairt— CIRCU TS NAMED | N SECTI ON 6404(1)
shal | appoint or renove —the— A clerk of the court of clains.

(2) For making copies of records, proceedings, and testinony
and furnishing the sane at the request of the claimnt, or any
ot her person, —the— A clerk of the court of clains, or any
reporter or recorder serving in the court of clainms shall be
entitled, in addition to salary, to the sane fees as are by | aw
provi ded for court reporters or recorders in the circuit court.
No charge shall be made against the state for services rendered
for furnishing copies of records, proceedings, or testinony or
ot her papers to the attorney general.

(3) Process issued by the court may be served by any nenber

of the Mchigan state police as well as any other officer or
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person aut horized to serve process issued out of the circuit
court.

Sec. 6413. (1) The state shall reinburse the —cotnty—
COUNTI ES of | ngham KENT, QAKLAND, WAYNE, AND MARQUETTE for the
reasonabl e and actual costs incurred by —that—cotnty— THOSE
COUNTI ES for inplenenting jurisdictional duties in the circuit
court inposed on —that—county— THOSE COUNTI ES by this chapter
I NCLUDI NG COSTS OF THE CLERK OF THE COURT OF CLAI Ms.

(2) The —eotnty— COUNTIES of |ngham KENT, OAKLAND, WAYNE,
AND MARQUETTE shal |l submt quarterly —+ts— THEIR item zed costs
as described in this section to the state court adm nistrative
office. After determnation by the state court adm nistrator of
t he reasonabl eness of the anmount to be paid, paynent shall be
made pursuant to the accounting laws of this state.

Det erm nati on of reasonabl eness by the state court adm nistrator

shal | be concl usi ve.
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Sec. 6461. (1) At the conmencenent of each session of the
| egi sl ature and at such other times during the session as he OR
SHE may deem proper, the clerk of the court OF CLAIMS | N EACH OF
THE 5 CIRCU TS NAMED I N SECTI ON 6404(1) shall report to the |eg-
islature the clains upon which the court has finally acted, with
a statenment of the judgnent rendered in each case.

(2) The clerk shall submt a detailed statenent of the
anount of each claimallowed by the court to the auditor general

and the budget director.
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