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Traffic control; other; 12-hour limtation for renoval of certain
vehicles froma state trunk |ine highway; provide for.

TRAFFI C CONTROL: O her; VEH CLES: Abandoned; H GHWAYS: O her

A bill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code, "
by amendi ng section 252a (MCL 257.252a), as anended by 2000 PA
306.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 252a. (1) As used in this section, "abandoned vehicle"
nmeans a vehicle that has remai ned on public property or private
property for a period of 48 hours or for a period of —24— 12
hours on a state trunk |ine highway as described in section 1 of
1951 PA 51, MCL 247.651, after a police agency or other govern-
ment al agency designated by the police agency has affixed a wit-
ten notice to the vehicle.

(2) If a vehicle has renmai ned on public or private property
for a period of tine so that it appears to the police agency to

be abandoned, the police agency shall do all of the foll ow ng:

05793’ 01 JJG



© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

2

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.

(b) Affix a witten notice to the vehicle. The witten
notice shall contain the follow ng information:

(i) The date and time the notice was affixed.

(ii) The name and address of the police agency taking the
action.

(iii) The nane and badge nunber of the police officer affix-
ing the notice.

(iv) The date and tinme the vehicle may be taken into custody
and stored at the owner’s expense or scrapped if the vehicle is
not renoved.

(v) The year, make, and vehicle identification nunber of the
vehicle, if available.

(3) If the vehicle is not renoved within 48 hours after the
date the notice was affixed or within 24— 12 hours after the
date the notice was affixed in the case of a state trunk |ine
hi ghway, the vehicle is considered abandoned and the police
agency may have the vehicle taken into custody.

(4) A police agency that has a vehicle taken into custody
shall do all of the follow ng:

(a) Recheck to determne if the vehicle has been reported
st ol en.

(b) Wthin 24 hours after taking the vehicle into custody,
enter the vehicle as abandoned into the | aw enforcenent i nforma-
tion network.

(c) Wthin 7 days after taking the vehicle into custody,

send to the registered owner and secured party, as shown by the
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records of the secretary of state, by first-class mail or
personal service, notice that the vehicle is considered
abandoned. The formfor the notice shall be furnished by the
secretary of state. Each notice formshall contain the follow ng
i nf or mati on:

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification nunber of the
vehicle if avail able.

(i) The location fromwhich the vehicle was taken into
cust ody.

(iii) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.

(iv) The nane and address of the police agency that had the
vehi cl e taken into cust ody.

(v) The business address of the custodian of the vehicle.

(vi) The procedure to redeemthe vehicle.

(vii) The procedure to contest the fact that the vehicle is
consi dered abandoned or the reasonabl eness of the tow ng fees and
daily storage fees.

(viii) A formpetition that the ower may file in person or
by mail with the specified court that requests a hearing on the
pol i ce agency’ s acti on.

(iX) Awarning that the failure to redeemthe vehicle or to
request a hearing within 20 days after the date of the notice may
result in the sale of the vehicle and the term nation of al
rights of the owner and the secured party to the vehicle or the
proceeds of the sale.

(5) The registered owner may contest the fact that the

vehicle is considered abandoned or the reasonabl eness of the
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towi ng fees and daily storage fees by requesting a hearing. A
request for a hearing shall be made by filing a petition with the
court specified in the notice within 20 days after the date of
the notice. |If the owner requests a hearing, the matter shall be
resol ved after a hearing conducted under sections 252e and 252f.
An owner who requests a hearing may obtain rel ease of the vehicle
by posting a towi ng and storage bond in an anount equal to the
accrued towi ng and storage fees with the court. The owner of a
vehi cl e who requests a hearing nmay obtain rel ease of the vehicle
by paying the towi ng and storage fees instead of posting the

tow ng and storage bond. If the court finds that the vehicle was
not properly considered abandoned, the police agency shall reim
burse the owner of the vehicle for the accrued towi ng and storage
f ees.

(6) If the owner does not request a hearing, he or she may
obtain the rel ease of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges
to the custodian of the vehicle.

(7) If the owmer does not redeemthe vehicle or request a
hearing within 20 days after the date of the notice, the secured
party may obtain the rel ease of the vehicle by paying the accrued
charges to the custodi an of the vehicle and the police agency for
its accrued costs.

(8) Not less than 20 days after the disposition of the hear-
i ng described in subsection (5) or, if a hearing is not
requested, not |less than 20 days after the date of the notice,
the police agency shall offer the vehicle for sale at a public

sal e pursuant to section 252g.
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(9) If the ownership of a vehicle that is considered
abandoned under this section cannot be determ ned either because
of the condition of the vehicle identification nunbers or because
a check with the records of the secretary of state does not
reveal ownership, the police agency may sell the vehicle at

public sale pursuant to section 252g, not |ess than 30 days after

public notice of the sale has been published.
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