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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION F

February 1, 2001, Introduced by Senators SSKKEMA, JOHNSON, MC MANUS, STEIL,
NORTH, SCHUETTE, GOUGEON, GAST, STILLE, BULLARD and DUNASKISS
and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

A joint resolution proposing an anendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, by anending section 2 of article VI, to pro-
vide for the appointnment of justices of the suprene court by the
gover nor.

Resol ved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
state of M chigan, That the foll ow ng amendnent to the state con-
stitution of 1963, to provide for the appointnent of justices of
t he suprenme court by the governor, is proposed, agreed to, and
submtted to the people of the state:

ARTI CLE VI
Sec. 2. (1) The suprene court shall consist of seven

justi ces.
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(2) BEG NNI NG JANUARY 1, 2004, JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT
SHALL BE APPO NTED AS PROVIDED IN TH S SECTI ON, AND SHALL BE ELI -
G BLE TO SERVE ONLY 1 TERM EACH. A PERSON APPO NTED TO FILL A
VACANCY I'N AN UNEXPI RED TERM SHALL BE CONS|I DERED TO HAVE SERVED 1
TERM FOR PURPOSES OF THI S SUBSECTI ON.

(3) THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT A NOM NEE TO FI LL THE OFFI CE
OF SUPREME COURT JUSTI CE WHENEVER A VACANCY OCCURS DUE TO THE
EXPI RATION OF A TERM OF OFFI CE OR BY DEATH, REMOVAL, RESI GNATI ON,
OR VACATION OF OFFICE. I N THE CASE OF AN EXPI RATION OF A TERM OF
OFFI CE, THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPO NT THE NOM NEE W THI N A 60- DAY
PERI GD | MVEDI ATELY PRECEDI NG THE DATE ON VWH CH THAT TERM OF
OFFI CE WLL EXPIRE. |IN ALL OTHER CASES, THE GOVERNOR SHALL
APPO NT THE NOM NEE W THI N A 60- DAY PERI OD BEG NNI NG ON THE DATE
OF THE VACANCY. THE APPO NTMENT SHALL BE MADE BY AND W TH THE
ADVI CE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE AND SHALL STAND CONFI RVED UNLESS
DI SAPPROVED AS PROVIDED IN SECTIONS 6 AND 7 OF ARTICLE V. THE
SENATE SHALL HOLD AT LEAST 1 PUBLI C HEARI NG ON THE | SSUE OF THAT
APPO NTMENT.

(4) I'F THE GOVERNOR DCES NOT SUBM T A NOM NEE AS REQUI RED
UNDER SUBSECTI ON (3), THE SENATE MAY MAKE THE APPO NTMENT TO FI LL
THAT OFFI CE BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE SENATORS ELECTED TO AND
SERVI NG | N THE SENATE.
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(5) EXCEPT AS PROVI DED I N SUBSECTION (6), THE TERM OF A
JUSTI CE APPO NTED TO A FULL TERM SHALL BE 14 YEARS. ONE TERM
SHALL EXPI RE AT 12 NOON ON THE FI RST DAY OF JANUARY OF EACH CDD
NUMBERED YEAR

(6) THE TERVMS OF THE JUSTI CES FI RST APPO NTED UNDER THI S
SECTI ON MAY BE LESS THAN 14 YEARS TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO
ALLOW THOSE TERMS TO EXPI RE | N THE MANNER PRESCRI BED | N SUBSEC-
TION (5).

(7) THE CHANGES MADE BY THE CONSTI TUTI ONAL AMENDMVENT THAT
ADDED THI S SUBSECTI ON SHALL NOT HAVE THE EFFECT OF REMOVI NG FROM
OFFI CE A JUSTI CE OF THE SUPREME COURT DURI NG THE TERM HE OR SHE
WAS SERVI NG ON THE DATE ON WHI CH THI S SUBSECTI ON BECAME PART OF
THE CONSTI TUTI ON.

Resol ved further, That the foregoi ng anendnent shall be sub-
mtted to the people of the state at the next general election in

t he manner provi ded by | aw.
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