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Introduced by Rep. Sanborn

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 5022

AN ACT to amend 1846 RS 65, entitled “Of alienation by deed, and the proof and recording of conveyances, and the
canceling of mortgages,” by amending sections 8 and 47 (MCL 565.8 and 565.47), section 8 as amended by 1980 PA 488.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 8. Deeds executed within this state of lands, or any interest in lands, shall be acknowledged before any judge,
clerk of a court of record, or notary public within this state. The officer taking the acknowledgment shall endorse on the
deed a certificate of the acknowledgment, and the true date of taking the acknowledgment, under his or her hand. Any
deed that was acknowledged before any county clerk or clerk of any circuit court, before September 18, 1903, and the
acknowledgment of the deed, and, if recorded, the record of the deed, shall be as valid for all purposes so far as the
acknowledgment and record are concerned, as if the deed had been acknowledged before any other officer named in this
section, and the legality of the acknowledgment and record shall not be questioned in any court or place. If a deed has
been recorded that lacks 1 or more witnesses and the deed has been of record for a period of 10 years or more, and is
otherwise eligible to record, the record of the deed shall be effectual for all purposes of a legal record and the record of
the deed or a transcript of the record may be given in evidence in all cases and the deed shall be as valid and effectual
as if it had been duly executed in compliance with this section.

Sec. 47. A deed, mortgage, or other instrument in writing that by law is required to be acknowledged affecting the
title to lands, or any interest therein, shall not be recorded by the register of deeds of any county unless the deed,
mortgage, or other instrument is acknowledged or proved as provided by this chapter.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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