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ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 6020

AN ACT to amend 1966 PA 138, entitled “An act to confer jurisdiction upon the circuit courts to order and enforce
the payment of money for the support, in certain cases, of parents having physical custody of minor children or children
who have reached the age of majority and of minor children or children who have reached the age of majority by
noncustodial parents; to provide for the termination of the effectiveness of the orders; and to provide for the payment
of fees and assessment of costs in those cases,” by amending the title and sections 2 and 8a (MCL 552.452 and 552.458a),
the title as amended by 1990 PA 237, section 2 as amended by 2001 PA 111, and section 8a as added by 1999 PA 158.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:
TITLE

An act to confer jurisdiction upon the circuit courts to order and enforce the payment of money for the support, in
certain cases, of parents having physical custody of minor children or children who have reached the age of majority
and of minor children or children who have reached the age of majority by noncustodial parents and to enter orders
governing custody and parenting time for those children; to provide for the termination of the effectiveness of the
support orders; and to provide for the payment of fees and assessment of costs in those cases.

Sec. 2. (1) Upon the hearing of the complaint, in the manner of a motion, the court may enter an order as it
determines proper for the support of the petitioner and the minor child or children of the parties as prescribed in section
5 of the support and parenting time enforcement act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.605. The order shall provide that payment
shall be made to the friend of the court or the state disbursement unit. If the parent complained of opposes the entry
of the order upon the ground that he or she is without sufficient financial ability to provide necessary shelter, food, care,
clothing, and other support for his or her spouse and child or children, the burden of proving this lack of ability is on
the parent against whom the complaint is made. The order shall state in separate paragraphs the amount of support for
the petitioner until the further order of the court, and the amount of support for each child until each child reaches 18
years of age or until the further order of the court. Subject to section 5b of the support and parenting time enforcement
act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.605b, the court may also order support for the child after the child reaches 18 years of age,
or until the further order of the court.

(2) A support order entered under this section is enforceable as provided in the support and parenting time
enforcement act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552.650. If this act contains a specific provision regarding the contents
or enforcement of a child support order that conflicts with a provision in the support and parenting time enforcement
act, 1982 PA 295, MCL 552.601 to 552.650, this act controls in regard to that provision.
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(3) If there is no dispute regarding a child’s custody, the court shall include in an order for support issued under this
act specific provisions governing custody of and parenting time for the child in accordance with the child custody act of
1970, 1970 PA 91, MCL 722.21 to 722.31. If there is a dispute regarding custody of and parenting time for the child, the
court shall include in an order for support issued under this act specific temporary provisions governing custody of and
parenting time for the child. Pending a hearing on or other resolution of the dispute, the court may refer the matter to
the office of the friend of the court for a written report and recommendation as provided in section 5 of the friend of the
court act, 1982 PA 294, MCL 552.505. In a dispute regarding custody of and parenting time for a child, the prosecuting
attorney is not required to represent either party regarding the dispute.

Sec. 8a. The department, the SDU, and each office of the friend of the court shall cooperate in the transition to the
centralized receipt and disbursement of support and fees. An office of the friend of the court shall continue to receive
and disburse support and fees through the transition, based on the schedule developed as required by section 7 of the
office of child support act, 1971 PA 174, MCL 400.237, and modifications to that schedule as the department considers
necessary.

Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect December 1, 2002.

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.
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