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REGULAR SESSION OF 2002

Introduced by Reps. Basham and Phillips

ENROLLED HOUSE BILL No. 6219
AN ACT to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled “An act to protect the environment and natural resources of the state; to

codify, revise, consolidate, and classify laws relating to the environment and natural resources of the state; to regulate
the discharge of certain substances into the environment; to regulate the use of certain lands, waters, and other natural
resources of the state; to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies and officials; to provide for
certain charges, fees, and assessments; to provide certain appropriations; to prescribe penalties and provide remedies;
to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date; and to repeal certain acts and parts of acts,” by amending section
80166 (MCL 324.80166), as added by 1995 PA 58, and by adding section 80166a.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 80166. (1) Upon the direction of a peace officer acting in the lawful performance of his or her duty, the operator
of a vessel moving on the waters of this state shall immediately bring the vessel to a stop or maneuver it in a manner
that permits the peace officer to come beside the vessel. The operator of the vessel shall do the following upon the
request of the peace officer:

(a) Provide his or her correct name and address.

(b) Exhibit the certificate of number awarded for the vessel.

(c) If the vessel does not bear a decal described in section 80166a or an equivalent decal issued by or on behalf of
another state, submit to a reasonable inspection of the vessel and to a reasonable inspection and test of the equipment
of the vessel.

(2) Except for inspection of a vessel to determine the number and adequacy of personal flotation devices on that
vessel, a peace officer shall not stop and inspect a vessel bearing the decal described in section 80166a or an equivalent
decal issued by or on behalf of another state during the period the decal remains in effect unless that peace officer has
a reasonable suspicion that the vessel or the vessel’s operator is in violation of a marine law.

(3) A person who is detained for a violation of this part or of a local ordinance substantially corresponding to a
provision of this part and who furnishes a peace officer false, forged, fictitious, or misleading verbal or written
information identifying the person as another person is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(4) A peace officer who observes a marine law violation may immediately arrest the person without a warrant or
issue to the person a written or verbal warning.

Sec. 80166a. (1) The department may enter into an agreement with the United States coast guard, the United States
coast guard auxiliary, or an organization sponsored by the United States coast guard or the United States coast guard
auxiliary to provide for vessel safety checks of a vessel and its equipment. An agreement entered into under this
subsection shall not preclude the department, or any peace officer within his or her jurisdiction, from performing an
inspection of a vessel or the vessel’s equipment for enforcement purposes or courtesy purposes.
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(2) An agreement entered into under this section shall specify that the United States coast guard, the United States
coast guard auxiliary, or an organization sponsored by the United States coast guard or the United States coast guard
auxiliary shall provide the department with a sufficient number of vessel safety check decals for conservation officers
and those counties that participate in the marine safety program. In addition to any other information that is included
on a vessel safety check decal, each vessel safety check decal shall bear the likeness of the state seal of Michigan. The
vessel safety check decal shall display the year in which the decal was issued and during which it is valid.

(3) Upon the completion of an inspection of a vessel or the vessel’s equipment by a peace officer, the United States
coast guard, the United States coast guard auxiliary, or an organization sponsored by the United States coast guard or
the United States coast guard auxiliary, the peace officer or person performing the inspection shall affix to the vessel
the vessel safety check decal provided for in this section. 

This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Secretary of the Senate.

Approved

Governor.


