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ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 1000
AN ACT to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled “An act to provide for the registration, titling, sale, transfer, and regulation

of certain vehicles operated upon the public highways of this state or any other place open to the general public or
generally accessible to motor vehicles and distressed vehicles; to provide for the licensing of dealers; to provide for the
examination, licensing, and control of operators and chauffeurs; to provide for the giving of proof of financial
responsibility and security by owners and operators of vehicles; to provide for the imposition, levy, and collection of
specific taxes on vehicles, and the levy and collection of sales and use taxes, license fees, and permit fees; to provide for
the regulation and use of streets and highways; to create certain funds; to provide penalties and sanctions for a violation
of this act; to provide for civil liability of owners and operators of vehicles and service of process on residents and
nonresidents; to provide for the levy of certain assessments; to provide for the enforcement of this act; to provide for
the creation of and to prescribe the powers and duties of certain state and local agencies; to impose liability upon the
state or local agencies; to provide appropriations for certain purposes; to repeal all other acts or parts of acts
inconsistent with this act or contrary to this act; and to repeal certain parts of this act on a specific date,” by amending
section 252a (MCL 257.252a), as amended by 2000 PA 306.

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 252a. (1) As used in this section, “abandoned vehicle” means a vehicle that has remained on public property or
private property for a period of 48 hours, after a police agency or other governmental agency designated by the police
agency has affixed a written notice to the vehicle or on a state trunk line highway as described in section 1 of 1951
PA 51, MCL 247.651, as follows:

(a) If a valid registration plate is affixed to the vehicle, for a period of 18 hours.

(b) If a valid registration plate is not affixed to the vehicle.

(2) If a vehicle has remained on public or private property for a period of time so that it appears to the police agency
to be abandoned, the police agency shall do all of the following:

(a) Determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.
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(b) Affix a written notice to the vehicle. The written notice shall contain the following information:

(i) The date and time the notice was affixed.

(ii) The name and address of the police agency taking the action.

(iii) The name and badge number of the police officer affixing the notice.

(iv) The date and time the vehicle may be taken into custody and stored at the owner’s expense or scrapped if the
vehicle is not removed.

(v) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle, if available.

(3) If the vehicle is an abandoned vehicle, the police agency may have the vehicle taken into custody.

(4) A police agency that has a vehicle taken into custody shall do all of the following:

(a) Recheck to determine if the vehicle has been reported stolen.

(b) Within 24 hours after taking the vehicle into custody, enter the vehicle as abandoned into the law enforcement
information network.

(c) Within 7 days after taking the vehicle into custody, send to the registered owner and secured party, as shown by
the records of the secretary of state, by first-class mail or personal service, notice that the vehicle is considered
abandoned. The form for the notice shall be furnished by the secretary of state. Each notice form shall contain the
following information:

(i) The year, make, and vehicle identification number of the vehicle if available.

(ii) The location from which the vehicle was taken into custody.

(iii) The date on which the vehicle was taken into custody.

(iv) The name and address of the police agency that had the vehicle taken into custody.

(v) The business address of the custodian of the vehicle.

(vi) The procedure to redeem the vehicle.

(vii) The procedure to contest the fact that the vehicle is considered abandoned or the reasonableness of the towing
fees and daily storage fees.

(viii) A form petition that the owner may file in person or by mail with the specified court that requests a hearing
on the police agency’s action.

(ix) A warning that the failure to redeem the vehicle or to request a hearing within 20 days after the date of the
notice may result in the sale of the vehicle and the termination of all rights of the owner and the secured party to the
vehicle or the proceeds of the sale.

(5) The registered owner may contest the fact that the vehicle is considered abandoned or the reasonableness of the
towing fees and daily storage fees by requesting a hearing. A request for a hearing shall be made by filing a petition
with the court specified in the notice within 20 days after the date of the notice. If the owner requests a hearing, the
matter shall be resolved after a hearing conducted under sections 252e and 252f. An owner who requests a hearing may
obtain release of the vehicle by posting a towing and storage bond in an amount equal to the accrued towing and storage
fees with the court. The owner of a vehicle who requests a hearing may obtain release of the vehicle by paying the
towing and storage fees instead of posting the towing and storage bond. If the court finds that the vehicle was not
properly considered abandoned, the police agency shall reimburse the owner of the vehicle for the accrued towing and
storage fees.

(6) If the owner does not request a hearing, he or she may obtain the release of the vehicle by paying the accrued
charges to the custodian of the vehicle.

(7) If the owner does not redeem the vehicle or request a hearing within 20 days after the date of the notice, the
secured party may obtain the release of the vehicle by paying the accrued charges to the custodian of the vehicle and
the police agency for its accrued costs.

(8) Not less than 20 days after the disposition of the hearing described in subsection (5) or, if a hearing is not
requested, not less than 20 days after the date of the notice, the police agency shall offer the vehicle for sale at a public
sale pursuant to section 252g.

(9) If the ownership of a vehicle that is considered abandoned under this section cannot be determined either
because of the condition of the vehicle identification numbers or because a check with the records of the secretary of
state does not reveal ownership, the police agency may sell the vehicle at public sale pursuant to section 252g, not less
than 30 days after public notice of the sale has been published.
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Secretary of the Senate.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Approved

Governor.


