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LOST M.E.A.P. TESTS

Senate Bill 787 as passed by the Senate
First Analysis (12-3-03)

Sponsor: Sen. Bill Hardiman
House Committee: Education
Senate Committee: Education

THE APPARENT PROBLEM:

Measurement Inc., a North Carolina-based company
responsible for grading the Michigan Educational
Assessment Performance (MEAP) tests, is unable to
account for about 3,400 answer documents from the
winter 2002 testing session. Approximately 1,000
answer sheets are missing from the Grand Rapids
school district, and a significant percentage are
missing from the Kalamazoo and Pinckney districts.

Two new evaluation systems, the state’s Education
YES! and the federal government’s determination of
adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the No Child
Left Behind Act, heavily rely on MEAP scores to
grade a school’s performance.

It has been suggested that schools with missing
answer sheets be granted certain allowances, and
legislation has been introduced to ensure that result.

THE CONTENT OF THE BILL:

The bill would amend the Revised School Code to
prohibit the Michigan Department of Education
(MDE) from assigning an accreditation score or
school report card grade for a subject area to a public
school if all or some of the school’s MEAP answer
sheets had been lost by the MDE or a state contractor.

Specifically, if all or some of a public school’s
MEAP answer sheets had been lost by the department
or by a state contractor, and if the school could verify
that the answer sheets were collected from pupils and
forwarded to the MDE or the contractor, then the
MDE could not assign an accreditation score or
school report card grade to the public school for that
subject area for the corresponding year for the
purposes of determining state accreditation. The
MDE could not assign an accreditation score or
school report card grade for that subject area until the
results of all tests for the next year were available.

The bill states that these provisions would not
preclude the MDE from determining whether a public

school or school district had achieved adequate
yearly progress under the federal No Child Left
Behind Act; however, the department would have to
make every effort possible to work with the U.S.
Department of Education to ensure that a public
school or the school district was not penalized when
AYP status was determined.
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ACTION:

The members of the House Education Committee
adopted the Senate-passed version of the bill without
amendment.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:

The House Fiscal Agency notes that the bill would
have no state fiscal impact. However, the agency
notes that if local school districts do not meet
adequate yearly progress (AYP) under the federal No
Child Left Behind Act, they are subject to sanctions,
such as providing tutors to students at a cost to the
district. Senate Bill 787 could have a local fiscal
benefit by averting such costs for districts that would
otherwise experience them because they had not met
AYP requirements and had, consequently, fallen
subject to the sanctions. The amount of this potential
impact for local districts is indeterminate. (12-1-03)

ARGUMENTS:

For:
The bills would protect the nine districts with missing
answer sheets from errors for which they were not
responsible. If a school is missing answer sheets from
a particular subject, then that subject could not be
assigned a letter grade (A-F) under the Michigan

Department of Education’s Education YES!
accreditation program. Because some parents may
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decide where to live or where to send their child
based in part on the grade a school receives from the
state, it is important that the Education YES! grade
accurately reflects a school’s ability to educate its
students. Some schools are missing more than 25
percent of their answer sheets; grading the school on
75 percent of its students would be inaccurate.

Further, the bill would require the MDE to make
every effort possible to work with the U.S.
Department of Education to ensure that a school and
its district were not penalized when AYP status was
determined. Serious consequences can result from
failure to make AYP for even two years; for example,
a district must offer to pay for tutoring for its pupils,
or absorb the cost of transporting them to another,
higher-performing public school. Districts must not
be financially punished or publicly embarrassed for
errors on the part of the state and its contractors.

POSITIONS:

The Grand Rapids Public Schools support the bill.
(12-3-03)

The Middle Cities Education Association supports
the bill (12-3-03)
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