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PATIENT SAFETY COMMISSION H.B. 4272 (H-4):  COMMITTEE SUMMARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
House Bill 4272 (Substitute H-4 as passed by the House) 
Sponsor:  Representative Stephen Ehardt 
House Committee:  Health Policy 
Senate Committee:  Health Policy 
 
Date Completed:  5-5-04 
 
CONTENT 
 
The bill would add Section 20188 to the Public Health Code to require that the 
Governor create and appoint a Commission on Patient Safety to examine means to 
improve patient safety and reduce medical errors in this State.  Section 20188 would 
be repealed 18 months after the bill’s effective date.  
 
The Governor would have to create and appoint the Commission within the Department of 
Community Health, or designate an existing organization or patient safety initiative to act as 
the Commission.  If the Governor designated an existing organization or initiative, it would 
have to include individuals with education, experience, and expertise in health and human 
services and individuals representing health care consumers, providers, and payers. 
 
If the Governor chose to create a Commission, it would have to consist of seven members 
appointed by the Governor as follows: 
 
-- Two individuals from the general public. 
-- One individual representing hospitals. 
-- Three licensed health care professionals. 
-- One individual representing the health care insurance industry. 
 
If the Governor created and appointed a Commission, it would have to meet and appoint a 
chairperson within 30 days after all members were appointed.  The Commission would have 
to conduct its first public hearing within 60 days after all members were appointed, whether 
the Governor created the Commission or designated an existing organization or initiative.  
The Commission would be subject to the Open Meetings Act and the Freedom of Information 
Act. 
 
The Commission would have to consider all information received from its public hearings, 
review information from other patient safety initiatives, and study the causes of medical 
errors occurring in the continuum of care, including in health facilities and in private 
practices.  Within one year after the Commission was appointed or designated, it would 
have to issue a written report containing recommendations for improvements in medical 
practice and a system for reducing medical errors, both in health facilities and in private 
practice. 
 
The Commission would have to conduct public hearings to seek input from the public and 
from all of the following organizations that had an interest in patient safety, or their 
successor organizations: 
 
-- The Michigan Health and Hospital Association. 
-- The Michigan State Medical Society. 
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-- The Michigan Osteopathic Association. 
-- The Michigan College of Emergency Physicians. 
-- The Michigan Nurses Association. 
-- The Emergency Nurses Association. 
-- The Michigan Association of Emergency Medical Technicians. 
-- The Michigan Pharmacists Association. 
-- The Michigan Society for Clinical Laboratory Sciences. 
-- The Michigan Academy of Physician Assistants. 
-- The Michigan Society of Healthcare Risk Management. 
-- The Michigan Association of Health Plans. 
-- The American Society of Clinical Pathologists. 
-- The Michigan Physical Therapy Association. 
-- The Michigan Speech-Language-Hearing Association. 
-- The American Dietetics Association. 
-- The National Association of Social Workers, Michigan chapter. 
-- The Mental Health Association of Michigan. 
-- The Michigan Occupational Therapy Association. 
-- The Health Care Association of Michigan. 
-- The Michigan Association for Local Public Health. 
-- The Michigan Hospice and Palliative Care Association. 
-- The Michigan Society of Anesthesiologists. 
-- The Michigan Home Health Association. 
-- The Michigan Dental Association. 
-- The Michigan Association of Community Mental Health Boards. 
-- The Michigan Chiropractic Society. 
-- The Michigan Association of Nurse Anesthetists. 
-- The Michigan Association of Homes and Services for the Aging. 
-- The Michigan Radiological Society. 
-- Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Michigan. 
-- The Service Employees International Union. 
-- The AARP. 
-- The Michigan Council of Nurse Practitioners. 
-- The Michigan Advocacy Project. 
-- The Michigan Primary Care Association. 
-- The Michigan Association of Ambulance Services. 
-- The Economic Alliance of Michigan. 
-- The Michigan Society for Respiratory Care. 
-- The Michigan Psychological Association. 
-- The Michigan Podiatric Medical Association. 
-- The Michigan Chiropractic Association. 
-- The Michigan County Medical Care Facilities Council. 
-- Any other organization that the Commission determined had an interest in patient safety. 
 
Proposed MCL 333.20188 Legislative Analyst:  Julie Koval 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The bill would have an indeterminate impact on State government.  The Department of 
Community Health would incur costs for the establishment and operation of the 
Commission.  Costs could be reduced if the Governor chose to designate an existing 
organization to act as the Commission.    
 
 Fiscal Analyst:  Dana Patterson 
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