© 00 N o o B~ W N P

HB- 5969, As Passed House, June 23, 2004

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO. 5969

A Dbill to amend 1990 PA 187, entitled
"The pupil transportation act,"
by amendi ng sections 15, 17, 19, and 55 (MCL 257.1815, 257.181
257.1819, and 257.1855), sections 17, 19, and 55 as anended by
2000 PA 49.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 15. {3 —A-schoolbusshall be equippedwithfront

vehi-cular—traffHi-ehazard—warnri-rg—(2)— The | ocation, nunber

color of all exterior lanps and signals on a school bus shal

in conformance with current United States departnent of

transportation, federal notor —earrier— vehicle safety
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regul ati ons —and—w-th-this—act—whereappticable— found in 49
CFR part 571 and in section 698 of the M chigan vehicle code,
1949 PA 300, MCL 257.698.
. . I Ly hal ||
L I L :

Sec. 17. (1) This section applies to school buses

manuf act ured before Cctober 1, 1990 that have not been
retrofitted to neet the requirenents of section 19.

(2) A school bus shall be equipped with signal |ights nounted
as high and widely spaced laterally as practicable that are
capabl e of displaying to the front 2 overhead alternately
flashing red lights |ocated at the sane |level and to the rear 2
overhead alternately flashing red lights |ocated at the sane
| evel . These —sealed-beam |lights shall have sufficient
intensity to be visible froma distance of not |ess than 500 feet
in normal sunlight.

(3) Overhead alternately flashing stoplights shall be
operated by a manually operated switch and detached from any

other instrunment on the bus. A flashing light shall not be
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connected to the brakes or the service door on school buses
manuf actured before Cctober 1, 1990. A 3-inch black area shal
be provi ded around —sealed-beam- flasher |anps front and rear.
Lanps indicating alternating flashing |light operation shall be
visible to the driver when in a normal seated position.

(4) Signal lights and stoplights under this section shall be
in conformance with current United States departnent of
transportation federal notor vehicle safety regulations found in
49 CFR part 571

Sec. 19. (1) This section applies to new school buses
manufactured on or after Cctober 1, 1990 and to school buses
manuf act ured before Cctober 1, 1990 that are retrofitted to neet
the requirenments of this section.

(2) A school bus shall be equipped with signal |ights nounted
as high and widely spaced laterally as practicable that are
capabl e of displaying to the front 2 overhead alternately
flashing red lights |ocated at the sane level and to the rear 2
overhead alternately flashing red lights |ocated at the sane
| evel .

(3) In addition to the 4 red lights described in subsection

(2), 4 anber lights shall be installed near each red signa

light, at the same level, but closer to the vertical center line
of the bus. The system of red and anber signal |ights shall be
wired so that the anber lights are energi zed manual ly, and the

red lights are automatically energized, with the anber lights
bei ng automatically de-energi zed, when the bus service door is

opened.
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(4) The area around the |l ens of each overhead alternately
flashing signal |ight and extendi ng outward approxi mately 3
i nches shall be painted black. |In installations where there is
no flat vertical portion of body imedi ately surroundi ng the
entire lens of a light, a circular or square band of bl ack
approximately 3 inches wide, imredi ately bel ow and to both sides
of a lens, shall be painted on the body or roof area against
which the signal light is seen froma distance of 500 feet al ong
the axis of the vehicle. Visors or hoods with an appropriate
bl ack background to fit their shape and roofcap may al so be
used. These anber and red —sealed-beam |ights shall have
sufficient intensity to be visible froma distance of not |ess
than 500 feet in normal sunlight. Lights indicating alternately
flashing |ight operation shall be visible to the driver when in a
normal seated position.

Sec. 55. (1) A school bus driver shall actuate alternately
flashing lights only when the school bus is stopped or stopping
on a highway or private road for the purpose of receiving or
di scharging pupils in the manner provided in this act. A schoo
bus driver shall not actuate the alternately flashing |ights when
operating on a public highway or private road and transporting
passengers primarily other than school pupils.

(2) The driver of a school bus while operating upon the
publ i c hi ghways or private roadways open to the public shal
receive or discharge pupils fromthe bus in the foll ow ng
manner :

(a) If pupils are required to cross the roadway, the driver
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of a school bus equipped with only the alternately flashing
overhead red lights in accordance with section 17 shall activate
the alternately flashing overhead red lights not |ess than 200
feet before the stop, stop the school bus —asfartothe right
stde—of— on the roadway or private road —as—pessible— to provide
for the safety of the pupils being boarded or discharged, and
continue to activate the alternately flashing overhead red lights
whil e receiving or discharging pupils. |If the roadway or private
road is 4 lanes or nore, the bus shall stop in the extrene
ri ght-hand | ane when boardi ng or discharging pupils. Before
resum ng notion, the driver shall deactivate these |ights and
al l ow congested traffic to di sperse where practicable. The
deactivation of these lights is the signal for stopped traffic to
pr oceed.

(b) If the pupils are required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equipped with red and anber alternately
flashing overhead lights in accordance with section 19 shal

activate the alternately flashing overhead anber lights not |ess

than 200 feet before the stop, stop the bus —asfartothe right
side—of— on the roadway or private road —as—+s—possible— to

provide for the safety of the pupils being boarded or discharged,
deactivate the alternately flashing overhead anber lights, and
activate the alternately flashing overhead red lights while
receiving or discharging pupils. |If the roadway or private road
is 4 or nore | anes, the bus shall stop in the extrene right-hand
| ane for the purpose of boarding or discharging pupils. Before

resum ng notion, the driver shall deactivate these |ights and
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al l ow congested traffic to di sperse where practicable. The
deactivation of these lights is the signal for stopped traffic to
pr oceed.

(c) If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equipped with only the alternately
fl ashing overhead red lights in accordance with section 17 shal
activate the alternately flashing overhead red lights not |ess
than 200 feet before the stop, stop the bus as far off the
roadway or private road as practicable to provide for the safety
of the pupils being boarded or discharged, and continue to
activate the alternately flashing overhead red lights while
receiving or discharging pupils. Before resumng notion, the
driver shall deactivate these lights and all ow congested traffic
to di sperse where practicable. The deactivation of these lights
is the signal for stopped traffic to proceed.

(d) If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway, the
driver of a school bus equipped with red and anber alternately
fl ashing overhead |lights in accordance with section 19 shal
activate the alternately flashing overhead anber lights not |ess
t han 200 feet before the stop, stop the bus as far off the
roadway or private road as practicable to provide for the safety
of the pupils being boarded or discharged, deactivate the
alternately flashing overhead anber lights, and activate the
alternately flashing overhead red |lights while receiving or
di scharging pupils. Before resum ng notion, the driver shal
deactivate these lights and all ow congested traffic to disperse

where practicable. The deactivation of these lights is the
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signal for stopped traffic to proceed.

(e) e)— If the pupils are not required to cross the roadway
and where the road has adequate width for the school bus to be
pulled to the far right of the roadway or private road all ow ng
traffic to flow and to provide for the safety of pupils being
boarded or discharged, the driver —may— shall activate the hazard
warni ng |ights —nettessthan200feet— before the stop and
continue to display the lights until the process of receiving or
di schargi ng passengers has been conpleted if the | awful speed
l[imt is 35— 45 mles per hour or less. Before resum ng notion
the driver shall deactivate these lights. The driver of a schoo
bus shall only use this procedure at stops where the schoo
adm ni strator or person or entity under contract with a school to
provi de pupil transportation services has approved its use. |If
this hazard warning light option is not used, the driver shal
use the appropriate procedure in subdivision (a), —e+~— (b), (c),
or (d) as if pupils were required to cross the roadway.

(f) —e)— Except as provided in subdivision {(e}— (e), if the
pupils are not required to cross the roadway and where the bus
may be pulled off the roadway or private road or where the road
has adequate width for the school bus to be pulled off to the far
right of the roadway or private road |eaving the normal traffic
fl ow unobstructed and to provide for the safety of pupils being
boarded or discharged, the driver —may— shall activate the hazard
warni ng |ights —nettessthan200feet— before the stop and
continue to display the lights until the process of receiving or

di schargi ng passengers has been conpleted. Before resum ng
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notion, the driver shall deactivate these lights. The driver of
a school bus shall only use this procedure at stops where the
school administrator or entity under contract with a school to
provi de pupil transportation services has approved its use. |If
this hazard warning light option is not used, the driver shal
use the appropriate procedure in subdivision (a), —e+~— (b), (c),
or (d) as if pupils were required to cross the roadway.

(g) —e)— The distance of not |ess than 200 feet required for
light activation by this subsection shall be nmeasured on the
roadway or private road on which the stop is made for receiving
or discharging pupils.

(3) Pupils crossing the roadway upon being di scharged froma
school bus shall cross in front of the stopped school bus. If a
school district authorizes its school bus drivers to signa
pupils to cross in front of the stopped school bus, the signal
shall be uniformthroughout the school district.

(4) The driver of a school bus shall not stop the bus for the
pur pose of receiving or discharging pupils in the follow ng
i nst ances:

(a) Wthin 200 feet of a public —highway— or private roadway
intersection unless the stop is approved by the school
adm ni strator or entity under contract with a school to provide
pupi | transportation services.

(b) Upon a limted access highway or freeway, or upon any
ot her highway or roadway that has been divided into 2 roadways by
| eaving an interveni ng space, a physical barrier, or clearly

di vi ded sections so constructed as to inpede vehicular traffic if
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the pupils are required to cross the —highway—oer— roadway.
(c) Upon a —highway—er— roadway constructed or marked to

permt 3 or nore separate |anes of vehicular traffic in either
direction if the pupils are required to cross the —highwayor
r oadway.

(5) The driver of a school bus when using the alternately
flashing overhead red |ights shall not stop the bus on any
hi ghway or roadway for the purpose of receiving or discharging
pupi s under the follow ng conditions:

(a) If the lawful speed limt is nore than 35 m|es per hour
and the stopped bus is not clearly and continuously visible to
approachi ng vehicles on that highway or roadway for at |east 400
feet. Wen the distance fromthe stopped bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway is |ess than 400 feet, clear and continuous
visibility nust be available fromthe bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway.

(b) If the lawful speed limt is 35 mles per hour or |ess
and the stopped bus is not clearly and continuously visible to
approachi ng vehicles on that highway or roadway, for at |east 200
feet. Wen the distance fromthe stopped bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway is |less than 200 feet, clear and continuous
visibility nust be available fromthe bus to the end of the
hi ghway or roadway.

(c) Wthin 50 feet of an intersection if the intersection is
controlled by a traffic —step—and—goe— control signal.

(6) A school may provide instruction on proper school bus

etiquette which may include, but not be limted to, boarding and
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| eavi ng the bus, evacuation of the bus in an energency, and road
crossing procedures and the correct hand signal in the district,
if any. |If a school uses school bus drivers for this
instruction, the state board nmay rei nburse the school for this
traini ng.

(7) For the purpose of this section, "required to cross the
—hi-ghway—er— roadway" does not include crossing the —highway—or
roadway with the assistance of a traffic control signal, or with
t he assistance of a school crossing guard as defined in
section 57b of the M chigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL
257.57b, and applies only to the —highway—er— roadway on which

the stop is being nade.
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