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SB- 0724, As Passed House, May 19, 2004

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BI LL NO 724

A Dbill to amend 1953 PA 181, entitled
"An act relative to investigations in certain instances of the
causes of death within this state due to violence, negligence or
other act or omission of a crimnal nature or to protect public
health; to provide for the taking of statements frominjured
persons under certain circunmstances; to abolish the office of
coroner and to create the office of county nedical examner in
certain counties; to prescribe the powers and duties of county
nmedi cal exam ners; to prescribe penalties for violations of the
provisions of this act; and to prescribe a referendumthereon,”
by amendi ng section 2 (MCL 52.202), as anended by 2001 PA 26.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CH GAN ENACT:

Sec. 2. (1) A county nedical exam ner or deputy county
nmedi cal exam ner shall investigate the cause and nmanner of death
of an individual under each of the follow ng circunstances:

(a) The —ease—eof—an— individual —whe-has—died— dies by
vi ol ence.

(b) The —ease—of—anindividual—whese— individual's death

—was— i S unexpect ed.
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(c) The —ease—-of—-an— individual —whe—died— dies wthout
nmedi cal attendance by a physician, or the individual dies while
under home hospice care wi thout nedical attendance by a physician
or a registered nurse, during the 48 hours i medi ately preceding
the tine of death, unless the attending physician, if any, is
able to determ ne accurately the cause of death.

(d) The —ease—-of—an— individual —whoe-hasdied— dies as the
result of an abortion, whether self-induced or otherw se.

(2) If a prisoner in a county or city jail dies while —se
i mpri soned, the county nedi cal exam ner or deputy county mnedica
exam ner, upon being notified of the death of the prisoner, shal
exam ne the body of the deceased pri soner

(3) In conducting an investigation under subsection (1) or
(2), a county nedi cal exam ner or deputy county nedical exam ner
may request the circuit court to issue a subpoena to produce
nmedi cal records, books, papers, docunents, or other itens rel ated
to the death being investigated. The circuit court may punish

failure to obey a subpoena issued under this section as contenpt

of court.
(4) Medical records, books, papers, docunents, or other itens
that a county nedi cal exam ner or deputy county nedi cal exam ner

obtains in conducting an investigation under this act, whether in
response to a subpoena or otherw se, are exenpt from di scl osure
under the freedomof information act, 1976 PA 442, MCL 15.231 to
15. 246.

(5) As used in this section:

(a) "Honme hospice care" nmeans a program of planned and
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conti nuous hospice care provided by a hospice or a hospice
resi dence that consists of a coordinated set of services rendered
to an individual at his or her honme on a continuous basis for a
di sease or condition with a term nal prognosis.

(b) "Physician" nmeans a person |icensed as a physician under
part 170 or part 175 of the public health code, 1978 PA 368, MCL
333.17001 to 333.17084 and 333.17501 to 333.17556.

(c) "Registered nurse" neans a person licensed as a
regi stered professional nurse under part 172 of the public health

code, 1978 PA 368, MCL 333.17201 to 333.17242.
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