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SB- 1329, As Passed House, Decenber 8, 2004

SUBSTI TUTE FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 1329

A Dbill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”
by amendi ng section 82119 (MCL 324.82119), as added by 1995 PA
58.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 82119. A person shall not operate a snownobile upon a
publ i c highway, |and used as an airport or street, or on a public
or private parking ot not specifically designated for the use of
snownpbi | es except under the follow ng conditions and
ci rcunst ances:

(a) A snowrobile may be operated on the right-of-way of a
publ i c highway, except a limted access highway, if it is
operated at the extrenme right of the open portion of the
right-of-way and with the flow of traffic on the highway.

However, a snowrpbile may be operated on the right-of-way of a
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publ i c highway against the flow of traffic if the right-of-way is
a snowmbile trail designated by the departnment in the plan
devel oped pursuant to section 82106(2) and is approved by the
state transportation departnent and the departnent. Snhowrpbil es
operated on the right-of-way of a public highway, as provided in
this subdivision, shall travel single file and shall not be
oper at ed abreast except when overtaki ng and passi ng anot her
snowmobile. In the absence of a posted snownobile speed limt, a
snownobi | e operated on the right-of-way of a public highway, as
provided in this subdivision, shall be limted to the speed limt
posted on the public highway.

(b) A snowrobil e may be operated on the right-of-way of a
public highway that is a limted access highway if the
right-of-way is a snowrobile trail designated by the departnment
in the plan devel oped pursuant to section 82106(2) and is
approved by the state transportation departmnment and the
departnment. A snowrpbile shall only be operated on that
right-of-way in the manner provided in that plan and within the
wi dth of the designated trail

(c) —b)— A snowmobil e nay be operated on the roadway or
shoul der when necessary to cross a bridge or culvert if the
snownobile is brought to a conplete stop before entering onto the
roadway or shoul der and the driver yields the right-of-way to an
approachi ng vehicle on the hi ghway.

(d) e— In a court action in this state where conpetent
evi dence denonstrates that a vehicle that is pernmtted to be

operated on a highway pursuant to the M chigan vehicle code, —Aet
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No—300—ofthe Publiec-Acts—of 1949, being—sections 2571 to
2574923 of the M-echiganConpi-ledtaws,—is—ina-eotsion— 1949 PA
300, MCL 257.1 to 257.923, collided with a snowmbile on a
roadway, the driver of the snownobile involved in the collision
shal | be considered prinma facie negligent.

(e) 69— A snownmobil e nmay be operated across a public
hi ghway other than a |imted access highway, at right angles to
t he hi ghway, for the purpose of getting from1l area to another
when the operation can be done in safety and another vehicle is
not crossing the highway at the same tine in the sane genera
area. An operator shall bring his or her snowrobile to a
conpl ete stop before proceedi ng across the public highway and
shall yield the right-of-way to all oncom ng traffic.

(f) —e)— Snownmobil es may be operated on a highway in a
county road systemthat is not normally snowpl owed for vehicul ar
traffic and on the plowed right-of-way or shoul der when no
right-of-way exists on a snowpl owed hi ghway in the county road
system outside the corporate limts of a city or village, that
i s designated and marked for snownobil e use by the county road
commi ssion having jurisdiction. Upon the request of a county
road comm ssion that has designated all county roads outside the
corporate limts of a city or village for snowrobile use, the
state transportation departnment shall erect at county road
conmmi ssi on expense and shall maintain, in accordance wth the
M chi gan manual of uniformtraffic control devices standards, the
basi ¢ snownobile sign unit together with a suppl enental pane

stating "permtted on right-of-way or shoulder of all ..........
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(county name) roads -- —Aet—74of P-A—1968- MCL 324.82119" at
the county line on all state trunk |ine highways and county
roads. A sign erected before the effective date of the 2004
anendatory act that anmended this section may cite 1968 PA 74
instead of citing this section.

(9) H— A —dulby——constituted— | aw enforcenent officer of a
[ ocal unit of governnent or the state may authorize use of a
snownobi |l e on a public highway or street within his or her
jurisdiction when an emergency occurs and conventi onal notor
vehi cl es cannot be used for transportation due to snow or other
extreme hi ghway conditi ons.

(h) —¢— A snownmpbil e nmay be operated on a hi ghway or street
for a special event of limted duration conducted according to a
prearranged schedul e only under permt fromthe governnental unit
having jurisdiction. The event may be conducted on the frozen
surface of public waters only under permt fromthe departnent.

(i) h)— A city or village by ordi nance may designate 1 or
nore specific public highways or streets within its jurisdiction
as egress and ingress routes for the use of snowobiles. A city
or village acting under the authority of this subdivision shal
erect and maintain, in accordance with the M chi gan nanual of
uniformtraffic control devices standards, a sign unit giving

proper notice of the designation
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