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SENATE BILL No. 1432

SB- 1432, As Passed House, Decenber 8, 2004

SENATE BILL No. 1432

September 28, 2004, Introduced by Senators PATTERSON, BIRKHOLZ, HARDIMAN,
VAN WOERKOM, BASHAM, BRATER, SANBORN, LELAND, OLSHOVE and
GARCIA and referred to the Committee on Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs.

A bill to anend 1994 PA 451, entitled

" Nat ur al

(MCL 324.

Sec.

(a)

a county

resources and environnental protection act,"
101 to 324.90106) by adding part 312.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
PART 312 WATERSHED ALLI ANCES
31201. As used in this part:
"County agency" means an agency created or controlled by

board of comm ssioners or a county executive, a board of

county road comm ssioners, or an office of the county drain

conmi ssi oner .

(b)

"Menber" neans a nunicipality, county, county agency,

public school district, public college or university, or other

| ocal or

alliance

(c)
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regi onal public agency that is a nenber of a watershed
as provided for in this part.

"Wat er shed” nmeans a geographic area in the state within
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Senate Bill No. 1432 as anended Decenber 8, 2004

whi ch surface water drains into a cormon river, stream or body
of water.

(d) "watershed alliance" neans an organi zati on established
under section 31202.

(e) "Watershed managenent plan" nmeans a witten docunent
prepared and approved by a watershed alliance that identifies
wat er nmanagenent issues and probl ens, proposes goals and
obj ectives, and outlines actions to achieve the goals and
objectives identified by menbers of a watershed alliance.

Sec. 31202. (1) Two or nore municipalities, by resolution
of their respective governing bodies, may establish a watershed
alliance for the purpose of studying problens and pl anning and

i npl ementing activities designed to address surface water quality

or water flow issues of nutual concern [within the portion of a watershed

| ocated within their boundaries], including
1 or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Preparation of watershed nanagenent plans and ot her
requi red docunents as part of state or federal requirenents to
obtain water discharge permts or grant funding.

(b) Monitoring, sanpling, and anal yses of data necessary to
manage the watershed, including, but not Iimted to, surface
water quality, water quantity and fl ows, ecosystem health,
recreati onal use, and the publication of results.

(c) Conducting public surveys, preparing and distributing
i nformati onal and educational materials, and organi zi ng
activities involving the public.

(d) Designing and inplenenting projects and conducti ng

activities to protect or enhance water quality and rel ated

07079' 04 JCB



© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

N N N N N N NN P P R P R R R R P
N~ o o M WON P O © 00N OO0~ WDN P O

3
beneficial uses, or manage flows to protect or reduce damage to
riparian property and aquatic habitat.

(e) Designing and inplenenting other actions consistent with
wat er shed nanagenent plans adopted by a watershed alliance, or
required to protect public health, and maintain and restore
beneficial public uses of the surface water resources of the
wat er shed

(2) A resolution under subsection (1) establishing a
wat ershed al | i ance shall include bylaws that identify, at a
m nimum all of the follow ng:

(a) The structure of the organization and deci si on- maki ng
pr ocess.

(b) The geographi ¢ boundari es of the watershed.

(c) The municipalities, counties, county agencies, public
school districts, and other |ocal or regional public agencies
eligible for menbership in the watershed alliance as provided
under subsection (3).

(d) The basis for assessing costs to nenbers.

(e) A mechanismto be used for adoption of an annual budget
to support projects and activities.

(3) A watershed alliance shall provide an equitable basis
for all nmunicipalities, counties, and county agencies within the
geographi ¢ boundaries of the watershed to voluntarily join as
menbers. In addition, at its discretion, the watershed alliance
may aut horize the voluntary nmenbership of any |ocal public schoo
district, public college or university, or any other |ocal or

regi onal public agency that has water nmanagenent
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responsibilities. Follow ng establishnent of a watershed

al l'i ance under subsection (1), by resolution of its governing
body, a municipality, county, county agency, public school
district, public college or university, or other |ocal or

regi onal public agency established under state law with surface
wat er managenent responsibility may voluntarily join a watershed
alliance as provided for in this subsection.

Sec. 31203. A watershed alliance is a body corporate with
power to sue and be sued in any court of this state and with the
authority to carry out its responsibilities under this part and
as otherw se provided by | aw

Sec. 31204. (1) A watershed alliance, consistent with the
purposes identified in section 31202 and its bylaws, nmay do 1 or
nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) Enpl oy personnel to coordinate and inplenent actions.

(b) Enter into agreenments or contracts with public or private
entities to coordinate or inplenment actions.

(c) Assess and collect fees fromnmenbers with approval of the
governi ng bodi es of the nenbers.

(d) Solicit grants, gifts, and contributions fromfederal,
state, regional, or local public agencies and fromprivate
sour ces.

(e) Expend funds provided by nenbers, or through grants,
gifts, and contributions.

(f) Represent nenbers of the watershed alliance before other
bodi es considering issues affecting water quality or flow

managenent issues within the designated watershed, including
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Senate Bill No. 1432 as anended Decenber 8, 2004

obtaining local, state, or federal permts or authorizations that
may be required to carry out activities as may be authorized by
its nenbers.

(2) A watershed alliance shall prepare and deliver to its
menbers on or before April 1 of each year a report detailing the
revenue received and expenditures by the watershed alliance
during the imediately prior January 1 through Decenber 31
peri od.

(3) A watershed alliance shall have no i ndependent authority
to assess or collect any fees or taxes directly fromindividual s
or property owners. A watershed alliance nenber may all ocate the
use of public funds fromfees, taxes, or assessnments generated

under the provisions of other state |laws for use by a watershed

al l'i ance.
Sec. 31205. (1) A watershed alliance shall obtain an audit
of its financial records, accounts, and procedures at |east every

ot her year.

(2) A watershed alliance shall submt the results of an audit
under subsection (1) to the governing bodies of its nenbers and
to the state treasurer

(3) An audit under subsection (1) shall satisfy all audit
requi renents set under the uniform budgeting and accounting act,

1968 PA 2, MCL 141.421 to 141. 440a.

[ Sec. 31206. This part does not provide a watershed alliance or any
of its nenbers with any additional authority not otherw se provided by

l aw. ]
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