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HOUSE BILL No. 4044

HOUSE BILL No. 4044

January 28, 2003, Introduced by Rep. Bradstreet and referred to the Committee on Energy and Technology.

A bill to anend 1991 PA 179, entitled
"M chi gan tel ecommuni cations act, "
by amendi ng section 101 (MCL 484.2101), as anended by 2000
PA 295, and by addi ng section 305a.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 101. (1) This act shall be known and nmay be cited as
the "M chi gan tel econmuni cati ons act".

(2) The purpose of this act is to do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Ensure that every person has access to just, reasonable,
and affordabl e basic residential tel ecommunication service.

(b) Al ow and encourage conpetition to determ ne the
availability, prices, ternms, and other conditions of providing
t el econmuni cati on servi ces.

(c) Restructure regulation to focus on price and quality of

service and not on the provider. Supplenent existing state and
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federal |aw regarding antitrust, consunmer protection, and fair
trade to provide additional safeguards for conpetition and
consuners.

(d) Encourage the introduction of new services, the entry of
new provi ders, the devel opnment of new technol ogi es, and increase
investnment in the tel ecormunication infrastructure in this state
t hrough incentives to providers to offer the nost efficient
servi ces and products.

(e) Inprove the opportunities for econom c devel opnent and
the delivery of essential services including education and health
care.

(f) Streamine the process for setting and adjusting the
rates for regulated services that will ensure effective rate
review and reduce the costs and | ength of hearings associ ated
with rate cases.

(g) Encourage the use of existing educational
t el econmuni cati on networ ks and networks established by ot her
commerci al providers as building blocks for a cooperative and
ef ficient statew de educational telecomrunication system

(h) Ensure effective review and disposition of disputes
bet ween tel ecommuni cati on providers.

(i) Authorize actions to encourage the devel opment of a
conpetitive tel ecomunication industry.

(j) Ensure all |ocal exchange customers receive the benefits
of competition in the |ocal exchange by elimnating the barriers
to conpetition created by the incunbent |ocal exchange

provi ders.
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Sec. 305a. (1) No later than January 1, 2004, each
i ncunbent | ocal exchange provider as defined in section 251(h) of
part Il of title Il of the communications act of 1934, chapter
652, 110 Stat. 61, 47 U.S.C. 251, with 250,000 or nore custoners
inthis state shall structurally separate its retai
t el econmuni cation services fromthe network el enents and services
provided to other tel ecomunication providers.

(2) Retail tel ecomrunication services shall be provided by an
affiliate or entity different than and separate fromthe
affiliate or entity providing network el enments and services to
ot her tel econmuni cation providers.

(3) The affiliate or entity providing retail services shal
have at |east 20% of its conmon stock publicly traded separately

fromthe stock of the affiliate or entity providing provider

servi ces.
(4) The affiliate or entity providing provider services shal
not transfer or assign any network elenments to the affiliate or

entity providing retail services.
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