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o

HOUSE BILL No. 4203

February 12, 2003, Introduced by Reps. Spade, Vagnozzi and Sheltrown and referred to
the Committee on Local Government and Urban Policy.

A bill to anmend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by amendi ng section 662 (MCL 168.662), as anmended by 1999 PA 216,
and by addi ng section 659.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 659. (1) If acity, ward, township, or village is
divided into 2 or nore election precincts and a city, ward,
township, or village election is uncontested because the nunber
of candidates for an elective office is equal to or less than the
total nunber of candidates to be el ected, the election
conmmi ssioners of the city, ward, township, or village may, by
resol ution, consolidate the city's, ward's, township's, or
village's election precincts for that election only. |If the
ball ot includes a ballot question or candidates for a state or

federal elective office, a city, ward, township, or village shal
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not consolidate election precincts for a primary, general, or

speci al el ecti on.

(2) A consolidation under this section shall be nade not |ess

than 7 days after the deadline for candidate withdrawals for the

el ective offices to be nom nated or elected at that el ection.

(3) If a declaration of intent to be a wite-in candidate for

an elective office is filed under section 737a after a resolution
has been passed to consolidate election precincts for that

el ecti on under subsection (1), that election is considered to be
an uncontested election for the purposes of this section.

(4) If acity, ward, township, or village consolidates
el ection precincts under subsection (1), the election
commi ssioners or other designated election officials shall do
both of the foll ow ng:

(a) Provide to the registered electors of the consoli dated
el ection precincts notice of the consolidation of election
precincts for that election and notice of the |ocation of the
polling place for the election precinct or precincts for that
el ection. The notice required under this subsection may be
provided by mail or in the sane manner as provided in
section 653a.

(b) Post a witten notice at each polling place that is not
utilized because of the consolidation of election precincts that
states the location of the polling place for affected registered
el ectors for that election.

Sec. 662. (1) The legislative body in each city, village,
and townshi p shall designate —andpreseribe— the place or places
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of holding an election in the city, village, or township, and
shall provide a suitable polling place in or for each precinct
| ocated in the city, village, or township for use at each
el ection. Except as otherw se provided in this section, schoo
buil dings, fire stations, police stations, and other publicly
owned or controlled buildings shall be used as polling places.
If it is not possible or convenient to use a publicly owned or
controlled building as a polling place, the |l egislative body of
the city, township, or village may use as a polling place a
bui | di ng owned or controlled by an organi zation that is exenpt
fromfederal inconme tax —pursuant—te— under section 501(c) other
t han 501(c)(4), (5), or (6) of the internal revenue code of 1986,
or —any— a successor statute. The |legislative body of a city,
township, or village shall not designate as a polling place a
building that is owed by a person who is a sponsor of a
political conmmttee or independent commttee. A city, townshinp,
or village shall not use as a polling place a building that does
not nmeet the requirenents of this section. As used in this
subsection, "sponsor of a political conmttee or independent
committee” means a person who is described as being a sponsor
under section —24(3)— 24 of the M chigan canpai gn finance act,
1976 PA 388, MCL 169.224, and includes a subsidiary of a
corporation or a local of a |abor organization, —-whieh— if the
corporation or |abor organization is considered a sponsor under
section —24(3)— 24 of the M chigan canpaign finance act, 1976
PA 388, MCL 169. 224.

(2) The legislative body in each city, village, and township
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shal | make arrangenents for the rental or erection of suitable
buil dings for use as polling places if publicly owned or
controll ed buildings are not avail able, and shall —eause— have
the polling places —to—-be— equipped with the necessary facilities
for lighting and with adequate facilities for heat and
ventilation. The |egislative body may establish a central
polling place or places for 6 precincts or less if it is possible
and convenient for the electors to vote at the central polling

pl ace. The | egislative body may abolish other polling places not
required as a result of the establishnment of a central polling

pl ace.

(3) The legislative body of a city, village, or township may
establish a polling place at a for profit or nonprofit residence
or facility in which 150 persons or nore aged 62 or ol der reside
or at an apartnment building or conmplex in which 150 persons or
nore reside. A township board nay provide polling places |ocated
within the limts of a city that has been incorporated from
territory formerly a part of the township, and the el ectors of
the township may cast their ballots at those polling places.

(4) —Fhe— Except as provided in section 659, the legislative
body of a city, village, or township shall not establish, nove,
or abolish a polling place | ess than 60 days before an el ection
unl ess necessary because a polling place has been damaged,
destroyed, or rendered inaccessible or unusable as a polling
pl ace.

(5) The legislative body of a city, village, or township

shall ensure that a polling place established under this section
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1 conplies with the voting accessibility for the elderly and
2 handi capped act, Public Law 98-435, 42 U.S.C. 1973ee to
3 1973ee-6.

00617' 03 Fi nal Page GM\H



