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HOUSE BILL No. 4343

March 13, 2003, Introduced by Reps. Hager, Julian, Zelenko, Stahl, Ehardt, Lipsey,
Minore, Hart, LaSata, Clack, Huizenga and Gleason and referred to the Committee on
Transportation.

A bill to anmend 2002 PA 561, entitled
"An act to nmke appropriations for the state transportati on depart nent
and certain transportation purposes for the fiscal year ending _
Sept ember 30, 2004; to provide for the inposition of fees; to provide for
reports, to create certain funds and programs; to prescribe requirenments
for certain railroad and bus facilities; to prescribe certain powers and
duties of certain state departnments and officials and | ocal units of
government; and to provide for the expenditure of the appropriations,"”
by amendi ng section 711

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 711. (1) Fromthe funds appropriated in part 1 from
t he conprehensive transportation fund for rail passenger service,
t he departnent shall negotiate with a rail carrier to provide
rail service between G and Rapids and Chicago and between Port
Huron and Chicago on a 7-day basis, consistent with the other
provisions of this section.

(2) The departnent shall work with the rail carrier, |ocal

comunities, and the federal government to increase narketing efforts to
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pronot e awar eness of rail passenger service, to increase ridership, to
reduce operating subsidies in conjunction with the federal phaseout of
operating subsidies, to maxim ze the revenue of the rail passenger |ines
in Mchigan, and to inprove on-tine performance. The departnent shal
subnit a report to both the house and senate appropriations conmittees
and the house and senate fiscal agencies by January 1, 2003, that
provides a 5-year history on services, ridership, and subsidies.

(3) Future state support for the service between Grand Rapi ds and
Chi cago and Port Huron and Chicago is dependent on the departnent's
ability to provide a plan and a contract for services that increase
ridership and revenue, reduce operating costs, and inprove on-tine
performance. The departnent shall include a section in the report
required in subsection (2) detailing efforts to reduce the dependence on
state operating subsidies and projected operating expenses for the next 2
years, and recommendi ng service alternatives, for the G and Rapids to
Chi cago service and the Port Huron to Chicago service.

(4) Any state subsidy shall only provide for the direct operating
costs in Mchigan. —and-shal—not—exceed-$5700,000-00forthe service

(5) The rail carrier shall, as a condition to receiving a state
operating subsidy, establish a systemto nonitor, collect, and resolve
custoner conplaints and shall make the information available to the
departnment, the house and senate appropriations subcomttees on
transportation, and to the house and senate fiscal agencies.

(6) If the chosen rail carrier is Antrak, the departnent shal
require Amrak to provide information to the departnment to identify

direct and indirect operating costs prior to receiving any state
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1 funding. Any state subsidy shall only provide for the direct operating

2 costs in Mchigan.
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