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HOUSE BILL No. 4626

May 6, 2003, Introduced by Reps. Stakoe, Stahl, Laloy, Taub, Gaffney, Bieda, Brandenburg
and Pastor and referred to the Committee on Local Government and Urban Policy.

A bill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 653a and 769a (MCL 168. 653a and 168. 769a),
section 653a as added by 1982 PA 2 and section 769a as added by
1980 PA 140.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 653a. (1) On receipt of the notice fromthe county
cl erk —pursuant—te— under section 652, the clerk of each city and
townshi p shall give notice of the tinme and place at which the
election is to be held, the offices to be filled, and the
proposals to be submitted to the voters. |[If the notice pertains
to a special election for the purpose of voting —dpen— on a
proposal, the proposal, as it will appear on the ballot, shall be
contained in the notice. The notice shall be published at |east

twice in a newspaper published, or of general circulation, in the
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city or township. The first publication shall be not |ess than
10 days before the election. The notice shall be in

substantially the follow ng form

ELECTI ON NOTI CE

To the qualified electors of the city or township

notice is hereby given that a

(i ndi cate whether regular, special, or primry)

election will be held in on

dat e
from 7 am to 8 ppm for the purpose of nom nating or electing

candi dates for the foll ow ng offices:

(list of offices)

and to vote on the follow ng proposals:

(list all proposals to be submtted to voters)

Li st of polling place |ocations:

(clerk)
(2) A county clerk may enter into an agreenent with the clerk
of 1 or nore townships or cities in the county or the clerks of 1
or nore cities or townships in a county nay enter into an
agreenent to jointly publish the notice in subsection (1). The
noti ce shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation
inthe cities and townships listed in the notice. |If certain

of fices or proposals are to be voted on in less than all of the
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precincts, the notice shall specify the townships or cities that
shall vote on only those offices or proposals.

(3) In addition to the requirenents of subsections (1) and
(2), if only 1 proposal or office is on the ballot, the city or
township clerk, or the secretary of a school board, shall give
notice of the tinme and place of the election to the qualified
el ectors of that city, township, or school district by
first-class mail not |less than 14 days before the el ection.

Sec. 769a. (1) In a city or township using voting machi nes
or optical scan machines, the city or township election
commi ssion nay provide that an absent voter who appears at the
clerk's office at any tinme during the 13 days —preceding— before
a primary, general, or special election but not l|ater than 4
p.m of the day —preceding— before the election nay vote on a
voti ng machi ne or an optical scan nachi ne.

(2) In acity or township —whieh— that permts the use of
—veting—rachines— a voting nachine or an optical scan machi ne by
absentee voters as provided in subsection (1), at least 1 voting
machi ne or optical scan machine shall be arranged for absent
voters. The machine shall be in the city or township hall.

(3) Only 1 ballot format shall appear on a voting machine.
In a city or township utilizing nore than 1 ballot format for a
primary, general, or special election, only the appropriate
ball ot format shall appear on an optical scan nachine for each
absent voter.

(4) The city or township election comr ssion shall appoint 2

el ection inspectors who shall be in the office of the clerk

01069' 03 CAS



© 00 N o o0~ W N P

N NN N N N NN R R P R R B R B R
N~ o 00 A W N RBP O © 0 N O 00N~ W N B O

4
during the tine that the voting or optical scan nachine is
present and the office is open to all ow absentee voters to use
it. The inspectors shall be of different political parties.

(5) Wien not in use by a voter, the voting or optical scan
machi ne shall be | ocked by a key to prevent voting on that
machi ne. The key shall be in the custody of the clerk or the
clerk's designated representative.

(6) Wien the office of the clerk is closed, the voting or
optical scan nmachi ne shall be seal ed by a nunbered seal in a
manner that will prevent voting on the machine. The nunber of
the seal shall be recorded and the record signed by the clerk or
the clerk's designated representative. Wen the office is
reopened, the clerk or the clerk's designated representative
shal | exami ne the seal and record that the nunber is the sane as
t he nunber shown on the record of sealing the machine. The
record shall be maintained in the clerk's office with other
el ection records.

(7) The voting or optical scan nmachine shall at all tines be
sealed with a netal nunbered seal in a manner that will prevent
the votes cast on the nmachine to be read. This seal will remain
on the machine until the recording of the votes. A record of the
seal nunber shall be maintained by the clerk.

(8) A poll list shall be nmaintained by the election
i nspectors —ef—eleetien— in the same manner that a poll list is
mai ntai ned in a precinct.

(9) On election day the votes cast on the voting or optica

scan machi ne shall be recorded by a counting board. After the
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recording of the votes the machine shall be resealed so that the
counters cannot be read wi thout breaking the seal and the seal
nunber shall be recorded.

(10) The city or township clerk shall, at |east 20 days
before the election, notify the county conm ttee of each
political party having candidates on the ballot of the hours that
the office will be open and the machi ne available for voting. A
political party or a committee authorized under the provisions of
section 731 may appoint 1 challenger to be present during these

hour s.

01069' 03 Fi nal Page CAS



