HOUSE BILL No. 5027
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HOUSE BILL No. 5027

August 13, 2003, Introduced by Rep. Pastor and referred to the Committee on Great Lakes
and Tourism.

A bill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”
by amendi ng sections 82106, 82109, 82110, and 82118 (MCL
324. 82106, 324.82109, 324.82110, and 324.82118), section 82106 as
anended by 1998 PA 297, section 82109 as added by 1995 PA 58,
section 82110 as anended by 2001 PA 16, and section 82118 as
anended by 2001 PA 15.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 82106. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this part,
$17.00 of the revenue received fromthe registration fee under
this part shall be deposited in the snowrobile registration fee
fund. Fromthe revenues deposited in the snowrobile registration
fee fund under this part, the |egislature shall make an annual
appropriation —ef—net— in the foll ow ng manner:

(a) Not nmore than $3.00 from each registration fee collected
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during each fiscal year to the departnment of state for
adm ni stration of the registration provisions of this part. —and
aR—annual—apprepriationtothe department—of—noet— Any noney not
required for adm nistration of the registration provisions of
this part shall be credited each year to the recreationa
snowrobi l e trail inprovenent fund.

(b) Not less than $14.00 from each registration fee
coll ected during each fiscal year for purposes set forth in
section 82107, $2.00 of which shall be used for the state
fi nanci al assistance programfor counties described in section
82107 and $7.00 of which shall be used to provide trai

enforcenent grants to counties or other |ocal groups for

enforcenent of this part. —Any—roneynotrequiredfor

. . . . . hi L
I i I I I . I bil |
Hrproverent—fund— Not nore than $1, 000, 000.00 fromthe

regi stration fees collected during each fiscal year for purposes
set forth in section 82107 shall be used for the state financi al
assi stance program for counties described in section 82107 and
for trail enforcement grants to counties or other |ocal groups
for enforcement of this part. Any excess funds remai ning from
this portion of the registration fees collected shall be
deposited in the recreational snowmbile trail inprovenent fund
at the end of the fiscal year and used as provided in this
subsecti on.

(c) Five dollars fromeach registration fee collected during

each fiscal year shall be deposited in the recreationa
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snowrobi l e trail inprovenent fund and shal

be adm ni stered by

t he departnent for the purposes of planning, construction,

mai nt enance, and acquisition of trails and
snownobi | es, or access to those trails and
snowobile facilities. Consideration shal

the expenditures of the funds to providing

areas for the use of
areas, and basic
be given in planning

recreati ona

opportunities for bicyclists, hikers, equestrians, and ot her

nonconflicting recreational trail users as

t he program

ancillary benefits of

(2) The department shall designate a state recreational trai

coordi nator and shall maintain a conprehensive plan for

i npl enenting a statew de recreational and snownobile trails

system The conprehensive plan shall be reviewed and updat ed

each year by the departnent.
(3) The noney appropriated under this

department for snowrobile trails and areas,

section to the

for access to those

trails or areas, and for basic snowmbile facilities nay be

expended for the acquisition, devel opnent,

and mai nt enance on any

land in the state. The noney may be used to purchase | ands or

secure easenents, |eases, permts, or other appropriate

agreenents permtting use of private property for snowrobile

trails, basic facilities, and areas which may be used by

bi cyclists, hikers, equestrians, and other

nonconflicting

of f-season recreational trail users, if the easenents, | eases,

permts, or other agreenents provide public access to the trail

use areas, and support facilities.

(4) Recreational trail facilities or major inprovenents shal
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not be constructed on private |land unless a witten agreenment in
the formof an easenent, |ease, or permt for a public trai
right-of-way having a termof not less than 5 years i s nade

bet ween the owner of the |and and the department.

(5) The noney shall be expended in a manner and as part of
the overall plan of the departnent for an interconnecting network
of statew de snownpbile trails and use areas giving consideration
to expected snowfall and availability for use with adequate snow
cover. Consideration shall be given in the plan for alternative
nonconflicting off-season recreational trail uses.

Sec. 82109. (1) Fromthe noney appropriated to the
departnment fromthe recreational snowrobile trail inprovenent
fund for the purpose of planning, constructing, maintaining, and
acquiring trails and areas for the use of snownobiles, or access
to those trails and areas, and basic snowmwbile facilities, an
amount of not |ess than —408% 60% but not nore than —88% 90%
shall be allocated upon application to | ocal units of governnent
and nonprofit incorporated snowrobil e clubs and organi zations
considered eligible by the departnment because of the interest of
t he nonprofit incorporated club or association in snowbile
activities, under rules promul gated by the departnent.

(2) Al'locations for snowrbile trail maintenance costs shal
be according to a fornula pronul gated by the state recreational
trail coordi nator which shall provide an anmobunt up to 100% of the
actual cost of mmintaining the trail per year. An allocation
shall not be made for a trail unless the trail is available for

snownmobi | e use and is approved by the departnent. An allocation
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for the cost of |easing of land and the acquisition of easenents,
permts, or other agreenents, and for trail liability insurance
may equal 100% of incurred expense. Money avail able for
devel opnent shall be distributed on a 100% grant basis, 75% at
the tinme of approval but not later than April 1 of the year of
devel opnent and 25% upon conpl eti on of the devel opnent. A
devel opnent shall be commenced the sanme year the funds are
distributed. An application may include a request for |easing
| and or acquiring easenents, permts, or other agreenents for the
use of land, and for funds for devel opnent or naintenance of
trails. Trail specifications shall be prescribed by the
depart nment.

(3) Signs shall not be provided under this section unless the
snownobi l e trails nmeet mnimum state snowrobile trai
construction standards and are funded for snownrobile season
mai nt enance. A snownpbil e organi zati on or association may apply
to the departnment on forns prescribed by the departnent for signs
or funds for signs on or before a date determ ned by the
depart nment.

(4) Upon application by a local unit of governnent or
nonprofit incorporated snowbile clubs and organi zati ons, the
departnment nmay allocate up to 100% of the cost of initial signs
of snownobil e routes that connect authorized trails or that offer
entrance to or exit fromtrails leading to the |Iocal unit of
governnment. An application shall be submtted to the departnent
on a formprescribed by the departnent.

(5) Allocations under this section shall remain avail able
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until expended if a contract or conmm tnent has been entered into
under this section.

(6) The departnment of state and the departnent shall include
in their annual budget requests information detailing their
snownobi | e prograns.

Sec. 82110. (1) The recreational snownobile trai
i nprovenent fund is created in the state treasury. The fund
shall receive noney as provided by |law and fromany gifts or
contributions to the fund. The state treasurer shall direct the
i nvestnment of the fund. Interest and earnings fromthe fund
shall be credited to the fund. The fund shall be adm ni stered by
t he departnent and shall be used solely for the inprovenent of

snowmobi l e trails and other nonconflicting recreationa

pur poses.
(2) Five dollars of each fee collected under section 82105, a
portion of each —trait— permt fee collected as provided under

section 82118, and not |ess than 80% of the revenue fromthe fees

col |l ected under sections 82114 and 82115 shall be deposited in

t he fund.
(3) The departnent shall promrulgate rules for the
adm ni stration of the fund.

(4) Al funds allocated under this part shall be for projects
that are open to the public.

(5) Any noney renmaining in the recreati onal snownobil e trai
i nprovenent fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not be
credited to or revert to the general fund but shall remain in the

fund and shall be carried over in the fund to the next and
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succeedi ng fiscal years and shall only be used for the purposes
stated in this section

Sec. 82118. (1) In addition to registration of a snowmbile
pursuant to section 82105 or registration in another state or
provi nce, begi nning Cctober 1, 1994, except as otherw se provided
in this section, a person who desires to operate a snowrobile in
this state shall purchase a M chigan snownbil e —tratt— permt
sticker. The M chigan snownobil e —t+al— pernmt issued under
this section shall be valid for a period of 1 year which begins
on Cctober 1 and ends on the follow ng Septenber 30. The fee for
the permt shall be the follow ng amount for the periods
i ndi cat ed:

(a) —b)— $20.00 begi nning June 30, 2001 through June 30,
2004.

(b) —e)— $25.00 begi nning July 1, 2004.

(2) Revenue fromthe —trail— permt fee shall be all ocated

as foll ows:

m hal 1| . || I L1 I
permt.
(a) —b)}— Begi nning June 30, 2001 through June 30, 2004:

(i) $18.75 to the recreational snowrbile trail inprovenent
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fund.
(ii) 50 cents shall be retained by the departnent for
adm ni strative costs.

(iii) 75 cents shall be retained by the agent selling the

permt.

(b) —€)— Beginning July 1, 2004:

(i) $23.50 to the recreational snowrbile trail inprovenent
fund.

(ii)) 50 cents shall be retained by the departnent for
adm ni strative costs.

(iii) $1.00 shall be retained by the agent selling the
permt.

(3) Begi nning Cctober 1, 2001, the departnent shall nake the
sale of —trail— permts available on its website. For each
—t+ratl— permt sold through the website, the anmount otherw se
credited to an agent under subsection (2) shall instead be
credited to the recreational snowmbile trail inprovenent fund.

(4) The —tratt— permt sticker shall be permanently affixed
to the forward half of the snownobile directly above or bel ow the
headl i ght of the snownobile.

(5) The departnment may contract with a person to act as an
agent for the purpose of issuing M chigan snownobil e —t+rait
permts. The departnment shall sell the permits to agents in
bul k. Agents may obtain a refund fromthe departnment for any
permts that are not sold.

(6) An agent who uses or allows the use of a permt by

anyone except the snownmbile user to whomthe permt is soldis
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guilty of a m sdeneanor, punishable by a fine of $50.00 for each
i nstance of such use or allowed use.

(7) The departnment of state may suspend a certificate of
regi stration when the departnent of state determines that the
required fee has not been paid and renai ns unpaid after
reasonabl e notice or demand. In addition to the required fee, a
$10. 00 penalty shall be assessed and col | ected agai nst any person
who tenders an insufficient check or draft in paynent of the
fee.

(8) A snownpbile used solely for transportation on the
frozen surface of public waters for the purpose of ice fishing is
exenpt fromthe requirement of purchasing and displaying a
snowmobi | e —trai-— permt sticker under this section.

(9) A person shall not charge a fee for a snownobil e —t+rait
permt in an anmount that is greater than the fee printed on the
face of the permt.

(10) To obtain a snownobile —trai-t— pernmt, an applicant
must provide all information required on the permt application.
(11) A person who fails to secure a permt under this
section or who violates subsection (4) is responsible for a state
civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil fine of not

nore than $100. 00.

(12) The departnent of natural resources shall, by June 1 of
each year, report to the nmenbers of the appropriate standing
committee and appropriations subcommttees of the house and
senate, a detailed expenditure plan pertaining to the additiona

funds generated by this act. The plan shall include information
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1 as to how funds were expended in the prior year
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