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HOUSE BILL No. 5225

November 4, 2003, Introduced by Reps. Condino, Bieda, Tobocman, Murphy, Spade, Clack,
Paletko and VVagnozzi and referred to the Committee on Health Policy.

A Dbill to amend 1953 PA 181, entitled
"An act relative to investigations in certain instances of the
causes of death within this state due to violence, negligence or
other act or omission of a crimnal nature or to protect public
heal th; to provide for the taking of statements frominjured
persons under certain circunstances; to abolish the office of
coroner and to create the office of county nedical examiner in
certain counties; to prescribe the powers and duties of county
medi cal exam ners; to prescribe penalties for violations of the
provisions of this act; and to prescribe a referendumthereon,”
by amendi ng section 5a (MCL 52. 205a).

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 5a. (1) Wien a child under the age of 2 years dies
within this state under circunstances of sudden death, cause
unknown, or found dead, cause unknown, that death shall be
i mredi ately reported to the county nedi cal exam ner or deputy
county nedi cal exam ner of the county —wherein— where the body
—+-es—whereupon—the— is |located. The county nedi cal exam ner or

deputy county nedi cal exam ner shall informthe parents or |ega
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guardi ans of the child that they may request an autopsy to be

performed on the child. —theecosts—of which-shall—be berne by
the— The state shall cover the costs of an autopsy requested
under this section. —An—-autepsy requested by the parents—or
legal—guardians—shall—be-arrangedfor—bythe— The county nedi ca
exam ner or the deputy county nedi cal exam ner shall arrange the
aut opsy requested under this section and —theparents—ortegal
guardi-ans—shall—be— shall pronptly —netified— notify the parents

or | egal guardians of the results of that autopsy. The county
nmedi cal exam ner or the deputy county nedi cal exam ner shal

report the costs of the autopsy perfornmed under this section

—shall—be reported— to the —state— director of —puble— the
departnent of comunity health. —whe-shall—pay the acecount—to— If

the director determines the claimto be reasonable and proper, he
or she shall reinburse the person —entitledtherete— for the
costs incurred under this section out of funds appropriated for
this purpose by the | egislature. —Fhereasonableness—and
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health— Nothing in this section shall be construed —as

Faterfertng— to interfere with the duties and responsibilities of
the county nedi cal exam ner or deputy county nedi cal exam ner as
—defined— provided in —other—sections—of— this act.

(2) The department of community health shall pronul gate rul es
and regul ati ons under this act to pronote consistency and
accuracy anmong county nedi cal exam ners and deputy county nedica

exam ners in determning the cause of death under this section.
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