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HOUSE BILL No. 5301

HOUSE BILL No. 5301

November 13, 2003, Introduced by Rep. Wenke and referred to the Committee on Tax Policy.

A Dbill to amend 1893 PA 206, entitled
"The general property tax act,"
by amendi ng sections 6 and 7u (MCL 211.6 and 211.7u), section 7u
as amended by 2003 PA 140.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 6. Undivided interests in —tands— real property owned
by tenants in common, not being co-partners, nay be assessed to
the owners —thereef— of that real property, if —se— requested,
and in the discretion of the —superviser— appropriate assessing
officer in the local tax collecting unit in which the real
property is |ocated.

Sec. 7u. (1) The principal residence of persons who, in the
j udgnment of the —superviser— appropriate assessing officer in the
| ocal tax collecting unit in which the principal residence is

| ocated and the board of review, by reason of poverty, are unable
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to contribute toward the public charges is eligible for exenption
in whole or in part fromtaxation under this act. This section
does not apply to the property of a corporation

(2) To be eligible for exenption under this section, a person
shall do all of the follow ng on an annual basis:

(a) Be an owner of and occupy as a principal residence the
property for which an exenption is requested.

(b) File a claimwi th the —superviser— appropriate assessing
of ficer or the board of review on a form provided by the | ocal
—assessing— tax collecting unit, acconpanied by federal and state
income tax returns for all persons residing in the principa
resi dence, including any property tax credit returns, filed in
the imedi ately preceding year or in the current year. The
filing of a claimunder this subsection constitutes an appearance
before the board of review for the purpose of preserving the
claimant's right to appeal the decision of the board of review
regardi ng the cl aim

(c) Produce a valid driver's license or other form of
identification if requested by the —supervisoer— appropriate
assessing officer or the board of review.

(d) Produce a deed, |land contract, or other evidence of
ownership of the property for which an exenption is requested if
requi red by the —superviser— appropriate assessing officer or the
board of review.

(e) Meet the federal poverty guidelines —updated— revised
annual | y —+nthe federalregister—bythe United-States— by the

secretary of the departnent of health and human servi ces —under
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budget reconctliation act of 1981, Public Law 97-35, pursuant to

section 9902 of the community services block grant act, 42

U S. C 9902, or alternative poverty guidelines adopted by the
governi ng body of the |ocal —assessing— tax collecting unit
provi ded the alternative guidelines do not provide incomne
eligibility requirenents |l ess than the federal poverty

gui del i nes.

(3) The application for an exenption under this section shal
be filed after January 1 but before the day prior to the |ast day
of the board of review

(4) The governing body of the |ocal —assessing— tax
collecting unit shall determ ne and nmake available to the public
the policy and poverty guidelines that the | ocal —assessihg— tax
collecting unit uses for the granting of exenptions under this
section. The guidelines shall include but not be Iimted to the
specific incone and asset |evels of the clainmant and total
househol d i ncome and assets.

(5) The board of review shall follow the policy and poverty
gui delines of the |ocal —assessing— tax collecting unit in
granting or denying an exenption under this section unless the
board of review determ nes that there are substantial and
conpel I'i ng reasons why there should be a deviation fromthe
policy and gui delines and the substantial and conpelling reasons
are comunicated in witing to the claimnt.

(6) A person who files a claimunder this section is not

prohi bited fromal so appealing the assessnment on the property for
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which that claimis made before the board of
year.

(7) As used in this section, "principal
principal residence or qualified agricultural

ternms are defined in section 7dd.
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