HOUSE BILL No. 5337
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HOUSE BILL No. 5337

December 3, 2003, Introduced by Rep. Howell and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.

A bill to anend 1961 PA 236, entitled
"Revised judicature act of 1961,"
by amendi ng sections 504, 517, 518, 542, 549g, 803, 810a, 8117,
8142, 8162, and 8163 (MCL 600.504, 600.517, 600.518, 600.542,
600. 549g, 600.803, 600.810a, 600.8117, 600.8142, 600.8162, and
600. 8163), sections 504, 517, 803, and 810a as anended by 2002 PA
715, section 518 as anended by 2001 PA 256, section 542 as
anended by 1984 PA 95, section 549g as added by 1981 PA 182, and
section 8117 as anended by 1997 PA 161.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 504. —(3)— The third judicial circuit consists of the
county of Wayne and has the foll ow ng nunber of judges:

(a) Until 12 noon, January 1, —2003— 2005, 64— 63 judges.

However, if —after12 noon—Jandary—31,—2003,— a vacancy occurs
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in a judgeship held by an incunbent judge of this circuit who
woul d be ineligible to seek reelection to that office in the

Novenber 2004 general election, that judgeship is elimnated

| | I : S e eireuit has |

reducedto 61 before that vacaneyoeeur+red— and this circuit
shal | have 62 judges.

(b) —e)>— Beginning 12 noon, January 1, 2005, 61— 62
j udges.

Sec. 517. The sixteenth judicial circuit consists of the

county of Maconb and has —9— 11 judges. Subject to section 550,

this circuit may have —2—additionaljudges—effective Janvary—1-
2003,—and— 1 additional judge effective January 1, 2005. —+2

office of judge is added to this circuit by election in 2004, the
termof office of that judgeship for that election only shall be
8 years. Subject to section 550, this circuit may have 1

addi tional judge effective January 1, 2005. |If 2 new offices of
judge are added to this circuit by election in 2004, the

candi dat e receiving the highest nunmber of votes in the Novenber
2004 general election shall be elected for a termof 8 years for
that election only, and the candi date receiving the second

hi ghest nunber of votes shall be elected for a termof 6 years.

Sec. 518. The seventeenth judicial circuit consists of the
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county of Kent and has —7# 9 judges. Subject to section 550,
this judicial circuit nmay have —2— 1 additional —fudges— judge
effective January 1, —20663— 2005.

Sec. 542. (1) —Fhe— Except as provided in subsection (2),
the forty-first judicial circuit consists of the counties of
Di cki nson, Iron, and Menom nee and has —31judge—Subjeet—+teo

. , . . . it i ud .

Jandary—1—1985— 2 j udges.

(2) The forty-first judicial circuit shall have 1 judge on
the earlier of the foll ow ng dates:

(a) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of
circuit judge in this judicial circuit.

(b) The begi nning date of the term for which an i ncunbent
circuit judge in this judicial circuit no | onger seeks reel ection

to that office.

Sec. 549g. If the county of |sabella approves the

i fifth iudicial ci . Law—td The

fifty-fifth judicial circuit consists of the counties of dare

and d adw n and has 1 judge. —effeetiveJanuvary—1—1982— Subj ect

to section 550, this judicial circuit may have 1 additional judge

effective January 1, 2005.
Sec. 803. (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section,
each county —whieh— that is not part of a probate court district

created pursuant to —seeti-ons—808to0-810or previoushycreated
pursuant—te— | aw shall have —at—teast— 1 judge of probate.
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(2) Each probate court district created pursuant to | aw shal

have 1 judge of probate.

(3) The counties of Berrien, Cal houn, Ingham Mnroe,
Muskegon, Saginaw, St. dair, and Washtenaw shall each have 2
j udges of probate.

(4) Until 12 noon, January 1, 2005, the county of Genesee
shal | have 3 judges of probate; however, if, after 12 noon,
January 1, 2003, a vacancy occurs in the judgeship held by the
i ncunbent probate judge in Genesee county whose term of office
expires January 1, 2005 and who would be ineligible to seek
reel ection to that office in 2004, that probate judgeship is
elimnated effective 12 noon, January 1, 2005. Begi nning
12 noon, January 1, 2005, the county of Cenesee shall have
2 judges of probate.

(5) Until 12 noon, January 1, 2005, the county of Maconb

shal | have 3 judges of probate; however, if the incunbent probate

judge in Maconb county whose term of office as probate judge
expires on January 1, 2005 is elected in 2002 to the office of
circuit judge in the sixteenth judicial circuit for a term
begi nni ng January 1, 2003, that probate judgeship is elimnm nated
effective 12 noon, January 1, 2005. Beginning 12 noon, January
1, 2005, the county of Maconb shall have 2 judges of probate.
(6) The county of Kal amazoo shall have 3 judges of probate.
(7) The county of Kent shall have 4 judges of probate.
(8) The county of Gakland shall have 4 judges of probate.
(9) The county of Wayne shall have the follow ng nunmber of

j udges of probate:
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(a) Until —subdivsion{b)takes— subdivisions (b) and (c)

take effect, the county of Wayne shal

(b) The county of Wayne shal

have 9 judges of probate.

have 8 judges of probate

begi nning on the earliest of the follow ng dates:

(1) Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in a judgeship held by

an i ncunbent probate judge in Wayne county whose term expires on

January 1, 2005 —— or January 1, 2007 and who woul d be

ineligible to seek reelection to that office. —+A2004-—

(ii)) Upon the expiration of the termof an incunbent probate

judge who is not eligible to seek reelection to that office.

(c) The county of Wayne shal

have 7 judges of probate

begi nning on the earliest of the follow ng dates:

(1) Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in a judgeship held by

an i ncunbent probate judge in Wayne county whose term expires on

January 1, 2005 or January 1, 2007 and who would be ineligible to

seek reelection to that office if the total nunber of judgeships

has been reduced to 8 before that vacancy occurred.

(ii)) Upon the expiration of the termof an incunbent probate

judge who is not eligible to seek reelection to that office if

the total nunber of judgeships has been reduced to 8 before that

term expired.

(10) When 1

county pursuant to this section,

or nmore new judges of

probate are authorized in a

t he new j udgeshi p or judgeshi ps

shal | appear on the ballot separate and apart from other judicia

offices of the sane court

Sec. 810a.

Arenac, Kal kaska,
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Crawford, —and— Lake,
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6
authority, and title of a district judge within their respective
counties, in addition to the power, authority, and title of a
probat e judge.

(2) Effective January 2, 2005, the probate judges in the
counti es of Al cona, M ssaukee, Montnorency, and Presque |sle have
the power, authority, and title of a district judge within their
respective counties, in addition to the power, authority, and
title of a probate judge.

(3) Effective January 2, 2007, the probate judges in the
counti es of Benzie and Oscoda have the power, authority, and
title of a district judge within their respective counties, in
addition to the power, authority, and title of a probate judge.

(4) If the second probate court district has not been created
pursuant to section 807(b), the probate judges in the counties of
Gogebi ¢ and Ontonagon have the power, authority, and title of a
district judge within their respective counties, in addition to
the power, authority, and title of a probate judge on the date
the district judgeship in the ninety-eighth district is
el i mnated pursuant to section 8163(2).

(5) If the first probate court district has not been created
pursuant to section 807(a), the probate judges in the counties of
Bar aga, Houghton, and Keweenaw have the power, authority, and
title of a district judge within their respective counties, in
addition to the power, authority, and title of a probate judge on
the date the district judgeship in the ninety-seventh district is

el i mnated pursuant to section 8162(2).

Sec. 8117. (1) Except—asprovidedinsubsection{(3)—the
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eighth district consists of the county of Kal amazoo, is a

district of the first class, and has 7 judges, and is divided
into 3 election divisions, as follows:

(a) The first division consists of the city of Kal amazoo and
has —4judges— the follow ng nunber of judges:

(1) Until subparagraph (ii) takes effect, this election
di vi sion has 4 judges.

(ii) This election division has 3 judges begi nning on the
earlier of the follow ng dates:

(A) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of
district judge in this election division.

(B) The begi nning date of the termfor which an incunbent

district judge in this election division no | onger seeks
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reel ection to that office.

(b) The second division consists of the city of Portage and
has 1 judge.

(c) The third division consists of the county of Kal amazoo
except the cities of Kalamazoo and Portage and has 2 judges.

Sec. 8142. The seventy-seventh district consists of the
counties of Mecosta and Osceola, is a district of the first class
and has 1 judge. Subject to section 8175, this district may have
1 additional judge effective January 1, 2005.

Sec. 8162. (1) —Fhe— Except as provided in subsection (2),

t he ninety-seventh district consists of the counties of Houghton
Keweenaw and Baraga, is a district of the first class and has 1
j udge.

(2) If the first probate court district has not been created
pursuant to section 807(a), the judgeship in this district is
elimnated on the earlier of the follow ng dates:

(a) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of
district judge in this district.

(b) The begi nning date of the term for which the incunbent
district judge in this district no | onger seeks reelection to
that office.

Sec. 8163. (1) —Fhe— Except as provided in subsection (2),
the ninety-eighth district consists of the counties of Ontonagon
and CGogebic, is a district of the first class and has 1 judge.

(2) If the second probate court district has not been created
pursuant to section 807(b), the judgeship in this district is

elimnated on the earlier of the follow ng dates:
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(a) The date on which a vacancy occurs in the office of
district judge in this district.
(b) The begi nning date of the term for which the incunbent
district judge in this district no | onger seeks reelection to

that office.
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