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HOUSE BILL No. 5508

HOUSE BILL No. 5508

February 10, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Kolb, Rivet, Tobocman, Minore, Cheeks, Jamnick,
Vagnozzi and Hunter and referred to the Committee on Employment Relations, Training
and Safety

A bill to amend 1936 (Ex Sess) PA 1, entitled

"M chi gan enpl oynent security act,"”
(MCL 421.1 to 421.75) by adding section 28b
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 28b. (1) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this
act, an otherwise eligible individual is not ineligible for
benefits if the individual establishes to the satisfaction of the
commi ssion that the reason for the individual's leaving work is
due to donestic violence, including 1 or nore of the foll ow ng:

(a) The individual's reasonable fear of future domestic
violence at or en route to or fromthe individual's place of
enpl oynent .

(b) The individual's need to rel ocate to another geographic
area in order to avoid future donestic violence

(c) The individual's need to address the physical,
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psychol ogi cal, and |egal effects of donmestic violence.

(d) The individual's need to | eave enploynent as a condition
of receiving services or shelter froman agency that provides
support services or shelter to victins of donestic violence.

(e) The individual reasonably believes that term nation of
enpl oynent is necessary for the future safety of the individua
or the individual's fam |y because of donestic viol ence.

(2) An individual may denonstrate to the conm ssion the

exi stence of donestic violence by providing 1 or nore of the

fol |l ow ng:
(a) A restraining order or other docunentation of equitable
relief issued by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

(b) A police record docunenting donmestic violence.

(c) Docunentation that the perpetrator of the donestic
vi ol ence agai nst the individual making a claimfor benefits under
this act has been convicted of a crinme involving donestic
violence as that termis defined in section 1 of 1978 PA 389, MCL
400. 1501, in which the victimwas a famly or househol d nenber.

(d) Medical docunentation of donestic violence.

(e) A statenent provided by a counsel or, social worker,
heal th worker, nenber of the clergy, shelter worker, |egal
advocate, or other professional who has assisted the individua
in addressing the effects of the donestic violence on the
i ndi vidual or the individual's famly.

(f) A sworn statenent fromthe individual attesting to
domestic viol ence.

(3) No evidence of donestic violence experienced by an
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i ndi vidual , including the individual's statenment and
corroborating evidence, shall be disclosed by the enpl oynment
security conm ssion.

(4) As used in this section:

(a) "Abuse" neans 1 or nore of the follow ng:

(1) Causing or attenpting to cause physical harm

(i) Placing another person in fear of immnent serious
physi cal harm

(i1if) Causi ng anot her person to engage involuntarily in
sexual relations by force, threat, or duress or threatening to

cause anot her person to engage involuntarily in sexual

rel ations.

(iv) Engaging in nental abuse, which includes threats,
intimdation, and acts designed to induce terror.

(v) Depriving anot her person of nedical care, housing, food,
or other necessities of life.

(vi) Restraining the liberty of another person.
(b) "Donestic violence" nmeans abuse comm tted agai nst an

enpl oyee or an enpl oyee's dependent child by any of the

fol |l ow ng:

(1) A current or forner spouse of the enployee.

(ii) A person with whomthe enpl oyee shares a child in
conmon.

(iit) A person who is cohabitating with, or who has
cohabitated wi th, the enpl oyee.

(iv) A person who is related by blood or marri age.

(v) A person with whomthe enpl oyee has a dating or
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1 engagenent relationship or had a dating or engagenent

2 relationship.
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