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HOUSE BILL No. 5554

February 17, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Casperson, Stahl, Pastor, Sheen, Walker,
Pappageorge, Shackleton, Amos, Nofs, Meyer, Huizenga, Nitz, Palsrok, Palmer, Emmons,
Laloy, Voorhees, Moolenaar, Ward, Bisbee, Hune, Farhat, Mortimer, Hummel, Caswell,
Robertson, Shaffer, DeRoche, Julian, Taub, Richardville, Vander Veen, Brandenburg,
Acciavatti, Drolet and Bradstreet and referred to the Committee on Agriculture and
Resource Management.

A bill to anmend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Nat ural resources and environnmental protection act,"”
by amendi ng the heading to part 525 and section 52501 ( MCL
324.52501), as added by 1995 PA 57, and by addi ng sections 52502,
52503, 52504, 52505, 52506, and 52507.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
PART 525 —BI-SPOSAL—O—H-MBERFROM-STATELANDS— SUSTAI NABLE
FORESTRY ON STATE FORESTLANDS

Sec. 52501. —TFhedepartrwent—is—authorizedtodisposeof

by—thedepartrment— As used in this part:

(a) "Breast height" nmeans 4.5 feet from hi ghest ground at the

base of the tree.

(b) "Certification" means a process where an i ndependent
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third party organi zati on assesses and eval uates forest managenent
practices according to the standards of a certification program
resulting in an issuance of a certificate of conpliance or
conformty.

(c) "Certification progrant means a programthat devel ops
specific standards that neasure whether forest managenent
practices are consistent with principles of sustainable
forestry.

(d) "Conservation" neans the w se use of natural resources.

(e) "Departnent” neans the departnent of natural resources.

(f) "Diameter class specifications” nmeans a classification of
trees based on the dianeter at breast height.

(g) "Plan" neans the forestry devel opnent, conservation, and
recreati on managenent plan for state forests as provided for in
section 52503.

(h) "Reforestation" neans adequate stocking of forestland is
assured by natural seeding, sprouting, suckering, or by planting
seeds or seedlings.

(i) "Residual basal area" means the sum of the
cross-sectional area of trees 4 inches or greater in dianeter
nmeasured at breast height left standing within a stand after a
har vest.

(j) "State forest” neans all state | and owned or controlled
by the departnent.

(k) "Sustainable forestry" neans forestry practices that are
designed to neet present and future needs by enploying a | and

stewardship ethic that integrates the reforestation, managing,
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growi ng, nurturing, and harvesting of trees for useful products
with the conservation of soil, air and water quality, wldlife
and fish habitat, and visual changes.

Sec. 52502. The departnment shall nmanage the state forest in
a manner that is consistent with principles of sustainable
forestry and in doing so shall do all of the follow ng:

(a) Manage forests with consideration of its economc
social, and environnental values by doing all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Broaden the inplenentation of sustainable forestry by
enpl oying an array of economically, environnmentally, and socially
sound practices in the conservation of forests, using the best
scientific information avail abl e.

(ii) Pronote the efficient utilization of forest resources.

(1ii) Broaden the practice of sustainable forestry by
cooperating with forestland owners, wood producers, and
consul ting foresters.

(iv) Plan and manage pl antations in accordance with
sustai nable forestry principles and in a manner that conplenents

t he managenent of and pronotes the restoration and conservati on

of natural forests.

(b) Conserve and protect forestland by doing all of the
fol |l ow ng:

(i) Ensure long-termforest productivity and conservation of
forest resources through pronpt reforestation, soil conservation

af forestation, and ot her neasures.
(ii) Protect the water quality in streans, |akes, and ot her

wat er bodi es.
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(iii) Manage the quality and distribution of wildlife
habitats and contribute to the conservati on of biol ogica
di versity by devel oping and i npl ementi ng stand and
| andscape-| evel neasures that pronote habitat diversity and the
conservation of forest plants and animals including aquatic flora
and fauna and uni que ecosystens.
(iv) Protect forests fromw |l dfire, pests, diseases, and
ot her damagi ng agents.
(v) Manage state forestlands of ecol ogic, geologic, cultural,
or historic significance in a manner that recognizes their
special qualities.
(vi) Manage activities in high conservation value forests by
mai ntai ni ng or enhancing the attributes that define such
forests.
(c) Comunicate to the public by doing all of the follow ng:
(1) Publicly report the departnent's progress in fulfilling
its commtnment to sustainable forestry.
(ii)) Provide opportunities for persons to participate in the
commitnment to sustainable forestry.
(iii) Prepare, inplenment, and keep current a managenent plan
that clearly states the |ong-term objectives of managenent and
t he means of achieving those objectives.
(d) Monitor forest nanagenent by pronoting continua
i nprovenent in the practice of sustainable forestry and
noni toring, neasuring, and reporting performance in achieving the
commitnment to sustainable forestry.

(e) Consider the local conmmunity surrounding state forestland
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by doing both of the follow ng:

(i) Require that forest nanagenment plans and operations
conply with applicable federal and state | aws.

(i) Require that forest nanagenment operations maintain or
enhance the long-term social and econom c well-being of forest
wor kers and | ocal communiti es.

Sec. 52503. (1) The departnent shall adopt a forestry
devel opnent, conservation, and recreati on nmanagenent plan for the
state forest. The departnment may update the plan as the
department considers necessary or appropriate. The plan and any
pl an updates shall be designed to assure a stabl e, nondecli ning,

sust ai nabl e tinber supply fromthe state forest.

(2) The plan and any pl an updates shall include all of the
fol |l ow ng:

(a) An identification of the interests of the forest products
i ndustry, including annual goals for harvested acres.

(b) An identification of the annual productivity of state
forestl ands and managenent goal s based on that |evel of

productivity.

(c) An identification of the interests of |ocal communities,
outdoor recreation interests, and the tourismindustry.

(d) Methods to pronote and encourage the use of the state
forest for forest projects, tourism and outdoor recreation.

(e) A landscape nmanagenent plan for the state forest
i ncorporating biodiversity conservation goals, indicators, and
nmeasur es.

(f) Standards for sustainable forestry consistent with
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section 52502.

(g) An identification of environmentally sensitive areas
desi gnated as natural areas under part 351.

(h) An identification of the need for forest treatnments to
mai ntai n and sustai n healthy, vigorous forest vegetation and
qual ity habitat for wildlife and environnental ly sensitive
speci es.

Sec. 52504. (1) After the plan is adopted under section
52503, the departnent shall harvest tinber fromthe state forest
in conpliance with the plan and any pl an updates.

(2) Unless otherw se dedicated by |aw, proceeds fromthe sale
of tinmber fromthe state forest shall be forwarded to the state
treasurer for deposit into the forest devel opnent fund
establ i shed pursuant to section 50507.

Sec. 52505. (1) The department shall seek and maintain
third-party certification that the managenent of the state forest
satisfies the sustainable forestry standards of a credible
nonprofit, nongovernmental certification programand this part.

(2) Beginning January 1, 2006, the departnent shall ensure
that the entire state forest is certified as provided for in
subsection (1).

Sec. 52506. By January 1 of each year, the departnent shal
prepare and subnmit to the standing commttees of the senate and
t he house of representatives with primary jurisdiction over
forestry issues and the senate and house appropriations
comrittees a report that details the followi ng fromthe previous

state fiscal year:
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(a) The nunber of harvestable acres in the state forest as
determined by the certification program under section 52506.

(b) The number of acres of the state forest that were
har vest ed.

(c) The nunber of cords of wood that were harvested fromthe
state forest.

(d) The status of the plan and whet her the depart nent
recommends any changes in the plan.

(e) A description of any activities that have been undertaken
on forest pilot project areas described in section 52511.

Sec. 52507. The departnment may promul gate rules to
i npl enment this part.

Enacting section 1. This anendatory act does not take
effect unless all of the following bills of the 92nd Legi sl ature
are enacted into | aw

(a) Senate Bill No. __ or House Bill No. 5552 (request
no. 04037' 03 *).

(b) Senate Bill No. __ or House Bill No. 5553 (request
no. 05901' 03 *).
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