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HOUSE BILL No. 5636

HOUSE BILL No. 5636

March 11, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Gaffney, Julian, Tobocman, Brown, Adamini,
Sheltrown, Anderson, Accavitti, Murphy, Shackleton, Bieda, Lipsey, Gillard, Sak, Ward,
Hune, Wojno, Nofs, Wenke, Plakas, Sheen, Stahl, Hoogendyk, Casperson, Zelenko,
Hunter and Daniels and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

A Dbill to amend 1976 PA 267, entitled
"Open neetings act,”
by amendi ng section 5 (MCL 15.265), as anended by 1984 PA 167.
THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:
Sec. 5. (1) A neeting of a public body shall not be held
unl ess public notice is given as provided in this section by a
person designated by the public body.

(2) For regular neetings of a public body, there shall be

posted within 10 days after the first neeting of the public body

in each cal endar or fiscal year a public notice stating the

dates, tines, and places of its regular neetings.

(3) If there is a change in the schedul e of regul ar neetings

of a public body, there shall be posted within 3 days after the

neeting at which the change is nade, a public notice stating the

new dates, tines, and places of its regular neetings.
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(4) Except as provided in this subsection or in
subsection (6), for a reschedul ed regular or a special neeting of
a public body, a public notice stating the date, tinme, and pl ace
of the neeting shall be posted at |east —38- 24 hours before the
neeting. The requirenent of —318-heur— 24-hour notice shall not
apply to special neetings of subcommttees of a public body or
conference conmittees of the state | egislature. A conference
commttee shall give a 6-hour notice. A second conference
commttee shall give a 1-hour notice. Notice of a conference
commttee nmeeting shall include witten notice to each nenber of
the conference commttee and the majority and mnority | eader of
each house indicating tinme and place of the neeting. This

subsecti on does not apply to a public neeting held pursuant to

section 22d of the Mchigan election |aw, 1954 PA 116, MCL
168. 22d.

(5) A neeting of a public body which is recessed for nore

than 36 hours shall be reconvened only after public notice, which

is equivalent to that required under subsection (4), has been
posted. |If either house of the state legislature is adjourned or
recessed for less than —38— 24 hours, the notice provisions of

subsection (4) are not applicable. Nothing in this section shal
bar a public body fromneeting in enmergency session in the event
of a severe and inmnent threat to the health, safety, or welfare
of the public when 2/3 of the nenbers serving on the body decide

that delay would be detrinmental to efforts to | essen or respond
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to the threat.

(6) A neeting of a public body may only take place in a
residential dwelling if a nonresidential building within the
boundary of the | ocal governnmental unit or school systemis not
avai l abl e without cost to the public body. For a neeting of a
public body which is held in a residential dwelling, notice of
the neeting shall be published as a display advertisenent in a
newspaper of general circulation in the city or township in which
the neeting is to be held. The notice shall be published not
| ess than 2 days before the day on which the neeting is held, and
shall state the date, tine, and place of the neeting. The
notice, which shall be at the bottom of the display advertisenent
and which shall be set off in a conspi cuous nmanner, shall i nclude
the followi ng | anguage: "This neeting is open to all nenbers of

the public under M chigan's open neetings act".
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