© 00 N O 0o A~ W N P

HOUSE BILL No. 5860
o

HOUSE BILL No. 5860

May 6, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Murphy, Williams, Tobocman, Hopgood, Kolb, Dennis,
Phillips, Accavitti, Whitmer, Gleason, Byrum, Stallworth, Waters, Reeves, Elkins,
Condino, Clack and Hardman and referred to the Committee on Family and Children
Services.

A Dbill to amend 1939 PA 280, entitled
"The social welfare act,"”
by amendi ng section 57f (MCL 400.57f), as amended by 2001 PA
280.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 57f. (1) The famly independence agency shall enter
into an agreenent with the departnent of career devel opnment in
order to facilitate the adm nistration of work first. The famly
i ndependence agency shall make information on the program
avai lable to the | egislature.

(2) Except as otherw se provided in subsection (3), every
menber of a famly independence assistance group shall be
referred to and shall participate in work first. The particular
activities in which the recipient is required or authorized to

partici pate, the nunber of hours of work required, and other
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details of work first shall be devel oped by the departnent of

career devel opnent and the fam |y i ndependence agency and shal

be set forth in the recipient's social contract. |If a recipient

has cooperated with work first, the recipient may enroll in a

program approved by the |ocal workforce devel opnent board. Any

and all training or education with the exception of high schoo

conpl eti on and GED preparation nmust be occupationally rel evant

and in demand in the | abor market as determ ned by the |oca

wor kf orce devel opnent board and nmay be no nore than 2 years in

dur ati on.

Partici pants nust nake satisfactory progress while in

trai ning or educati on.

(3) The follow ng individuals are exenpt from participation

in work first:

(a) A child under the age of 16.

(b) Achild aged 16 or older, or a mnor parent, who is

attending el enentary or secondary school full-tine.

(c) The parent of a child under the age of 3 nonths. The

fam |y i ndependence agency nmay require a parent exenpted from

participation in work first under this subdivision to participate

in famly services, including, but not limted to, instruction in

parenti ng,

nutrition, and child devel opnment begi nning 6 weeks

after the birth of his or her child until the child is 3 nonths

old as fulfillment of that parent's social contract obligation

under section 57e(1)(c).

(d) An individual aged 65 or ol der.

(e) A recipient of supplenental security incone.

(f) An individual who neets 1 or nore of the follow ng
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criteria to the extent that the individual, based on nedica
evi dence and an assessnent of need by the fam |y i ndependence
agency, is severely restricted in his or her ability to
participate in enploynent or training activities:

(i) Arecipient of social security disability, or nedica
assi stance due to disability or blindness.

(i) An individual suffering froma physical or nental
i mpai rment that neets federal supplenental security incone
di sability standards, except that no mninmumduration is
required.

(iii) The spouse of an individual described in
subpar agraph (i) or (i) who is the full-tine caregiver of that
i ndi vi dual .

(iv) A parent or caretaker of a child who is suffering froma
physi cal or nental inpairnent that neets the federal supplenental
security incone disability standards, except that no m ni num
duration is required.

(g) Begi nning January 1, 2005, the parent of a child under
the age of 12 nonths. The fam |y independence agency may require
a parent exenpted fromparticipation in wrk first under this
subdivision to participate in famly services, including, but not
l[imted to, instruction in parenting, nutrition, and child
devel opnent begi nning 6 weeks after the birth of his or her child
until the child is 12 nonths old as fulfillment of that parent's
soci al contract obligation under section 57e(1)(c).

(4) In addition to those individuals exenpt under subsection

(3), the famly independence agency may grant a tenporary

06607' 04 LTB



© 00 N o o0~ wWw N P

e
N — O

4
exenption fromparticipation in work first, not to exceed 90
days, to an individual who is suffering froma docunented
short-termnental or physical illness, limtation, or disability
that severely restricts his or her ability to participate in
enpl oyment or training activities. An individual with a
docunented nental or physical illness, limtation, or disability
that does not severely restrict his or her ability to participate
in enploynment or training activities shall be required to
participate in work first at a nedically perm ssible |evel.

(5) An individual is not disabled for purposes of this
section if substance abuse is a contributing factor material to

the determ nation of disability.

06607' 04 Fi nal Page LTB



