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HOUSE BILL No. 6028
o

HOUSE BILL No. 6028

June 17, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Ruth Johnson, Vander Veen, Laloy, Caswell, Taub, Stahl,
Rocca, Wenke, Caul and Pappageorge and referred to the Committee on Local
Government and Urban Policy.

A Dbill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan el ection | aw, "
by amendi ng section 761 (MCL 168. 761), as amended by 1996 PA
207.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 761. (1) If the clerk of a city, towship, or village
receives an application for an absent voter ballot froma person
registered to vote in that city, township, or village and if the
signature on the application agrees with the signature on the
registration card, the clerk shall proceed under this
subsection. The clerk imredi ately upon receipt of the
application or, if the application is received before the
printing of the absent voter ballots, as soon as the ballots are
received by the clerk, shall forward by mail, postage prepaid, or

shal |l deliver personally 1 of the ballots or set of ballots if

06950' 04 TIS

8209 'ON 1119 94SNOH



© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

N N N N N N NN P R R R R R R R P
~N~ o o M WN P O © 0N OO0~ WDN P O

2
there is nore than 1 kind of ballot to be voted to the
applicant. Absent voter ballots nmay be delivered to an applicant
in person at the office of the clerk.

(2) Notwi thstanding the provision in section 759

providing— that no absent voter applications shall be received by
the clerk after 2 p.m on the Saturday before the election, a
person qualified to vote as an absent voter may apply in person
at the clerk's office before 4 p.m on a day —preceding— before
the el ection except Sunday or a |legal holiday to vote as an
absent voter. The applicant shall receive his or her absent
voter ballot and vote the ballot in the clerk's office. Al
ot her absent voter ballots, except ballots delivered —pursuant
according to an energency absent voter ballot application under
section 759b, shall be mailed or delivered to the registration
address of the applicant unless the —appH-eatien— applicant
requests delivery to an address outside the city, village, or
township or to a hospital or simlar institution. —+Awhich
case— If the applicant requests delivery to other than the
applicant's registration address, the absent voter ballots shal
be mailed or delivered to the address given in the application.
—However—a— A clerk may mail or deliver an absent voter ballot,
upon request of the absent voter, to a post office box if the
post office box is where the absent voter normally receives
personal mail and the absent voter does not receive mail at his
or her registration address.

(3) Absent voter ballots shall be issued in the sane order in

whi ch applications are received by the clerk of a city, township
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or village, as —nearly—as—+mway-be— close as possible, and each
bal | ot issued shall bear the | owest nunber of each kind avail able
for this purpose. —However—this— This provision does not
prohibit a clerk frominmediately issuing an absent voter ball ot
to an absent voter who applies in person in the clerk's office
for absent voter ballots. The clerk shall enclose with the
ballot or ballots a return envel ope properly addressed to the
clerk and bearing upon the back of the envel ope a printed

statenent in substantially the follow ng form

TO BE COVWPLETED
BY THE CLERK
Nane of Voter Street Address or R R
Cty, Township or Village County
Ward Precinct Dat e of El ection
"""""""" TO BE COVPLETED BY THE ABSENT VOTER
| assert that | ama qualified and regi stered el ector of the
city, township, or village nanmed above. | amvoting as an absent
voter in conformty with state election law. Unless otherw se

i ndi cated below, | personally marked the ballot enclosed in this
envel ope without exhibiting it to any other person.

I further assert that this absent voter ballot is being
returned to the clerk or an assistant of the clerk by ne
personal ly; by public postal service, express mail service,
parcel post service, or other comon carrier; by a nenber of ny
i medi ate famly; or by a person residing in ny househol d.

DATE: SIGN HERE: X
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Si gnature of Absent Voter
The above form nmust be signed or your vote will not be counted.

AN ABSENT VOTER WHO KNOW NGLY MAKES A FALSE STATEMENT IS GUILTY
OF A M SDEMEANCR

TO BE COWLETED ONLY | F VOTER | S ASSI STED | N VOTI NG
BY ANOTHER PERSON
| assisted the above naned absent voter who is disabled or
ot herwi se unable to mark the ballot in marking his or her absent
voter ball ot —pursuant— according to his or her directions and in
his or her physical presence. The absent voter ballot was
inserted in the return envel ope without being exhibited to any

ot her person.

Signature of Person Street Address or R R Gty, Twp., or Village
Assi sting Voter

A PERSON VWHO ASSI STS AN ABSENT VOTER AND WHO KNOW NGLY MAKES A
FALSE STATEMENT IS GUILTY OF A FELONY.

| hereby acknow edge that | was assisted in marking this
bal |l ot by the above named person who was in ny physical presence

when | marked the ball ot.

Si gnhature of person being assisted by the above naned person

WARNI NG
PERSONS WHO CAN LEGALLY BE TN POSSESSI ON OF AN ABSENT VOTER

BALLOT | SSUED TO AN ABSENT VOTER ARE LIM TED TO THE ABSENT VOTER,
A PERSON WVHO | S A MEMBER OF THE ABSENT VOTER S | MVEDI ATE FAM LY
OR RESI DES IN THE ABSENT VOTER S HOUSEHOLD AND VWHO HAS BEEN ASKED
BY THE ABSENT VOTER TO RETURN THE BALLOT; A PERSON WHOSE JOB I T
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IS TO HANDLE MAI L BEFORE, DURI NG OR AFTER BEI NG TRANSPORTED BY A
PUBLI C POSTAL SERVI CE, EXPRESS MAI L SERVI CE, PARCEL POST SERVI CE
OR COMVON CARRI ER, BUT ONLY DURI NG THE NORVAL COURSE OF HI' S OR
HER EMPLOYMENT; AND THE CLERK, ASSI STANTS OF THE CLERK, AND OTHER
AUTHORI ZED ELECTI ON OFFI CI ALS OF THE CI TY, TOMSH P, VILLAGE, OR
SCHOOL DI STRICT. ANY OTHER PERSON I N POSSESSI ON OF AN ABSENT
VOTER BALLOT IS QU LTY OF A FELONY

' L I I . :
the—absent—voter—ballet—envelope—
(4) —5)— An absent voter who know ngly makes a fal se

statenent on the absent voter ballot return envelope is guilty of
a m sdeneanor. A person who assists an absent voter and who
knowi ngly nmakes a fal se statenent on the absent voter ball ot

return envelope is guilty of a felony.
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