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HOUSE BILL No. 6106
o

HOUSE BILL No. 6106

August 4, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Farhat, Moolenaar, Hummel, Nitz and Kooiman and
referred to the Committee on Land Use and Environment.

A Dbill to amend 1994 PA 451, entitled
"Natural resources and environnental protection act,"”
by amendi ng section 3122 (MCL 324.3122), as anmended by 2004 PA
90, and by adding part 50.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 3122. (1) Until Cctober 1, 2007, except as provided in
subsection (4), the departnment may | evy and coll ect an annua
groundwat er di scharge permt fee fromfacilities that discharge
wastewater to the ground or groundwater of this state pursuant to
section 3112. The fee shall be as follows:

(a) For a group 1 facility, $3,650.00.

(b) For a group 2 facility or a nunicipality of 1,000 or
fewer residents, $1,500.00.

(c) For a group 3 facility, $200. 00.

(2) Wthin 180 days after receipt of a conplete application,
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t he departnent shall either grant or deny a permt, unless the
applicant and the departnent agree to extend this tine period.
If the departnent fails to nake a deci sion on an application
within the tinme period specified or agreed to under this
subsection, the applicant shall receive a 15% annual di scount on
an annual groundwater discharge permt fee for a permt issued
based upon that application. This subsection applies to permt
applications received begi nning Cctober 1, 2005.

(3) If the person required to pay the annual groundwater
di scharge pernmt fee under subsection (1) is a nunicipality, the
muni ci pality may pass on the annual groundwater discharge permt
fee to each user of the nunicipal facility.

(4) Afacility is not subject to an annual groundwat er
di scharge pernmit fee under this section for a discharge from an
on-site disposal systemif the on-site disposal systemis in
conpliance with the rules promul gated under section 5002.

(5) —4)— As used in this section, "group 1 facility",
"group 2 facility", and "group 3 facility" do not include a

muni ci pality with a popul ation of 1,000 or fewer residents.

PART 50 ON-SI TE DI SPOSAL SYSTEMS
Sec. 5001. As used in this part:
(a) "Departnent" neans the departnent of environnental
quality.
(b) "Fund" neans the on-site disposal system oversight fund
created in section 5006.

(c) "On-site disposal systeni or "systenl neans a natura

system or mechani cal device used to collect, treat, and di scharge
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or reclaimwastewater from1l or nore dwelling units or comercia
units without the use of conmunity-w de sewers or a centralized
treatment facility.

Sec. 5002. The departnent shall pronul gate rul es that
do both of the follow ng:

(a) Establish performance-based standards for the design and
installation of on-site disposal systenms. |In pronulgating the
rul es under this subdivision, the departnent shall consider al
of the follow ng:

(i) The soil and geologic conditions at the |location in which
the systemis to be used.

(ii)) The environnmental sensitivity of the location in which
the systemis to be used.

(iii) The type of systemto be used.

(iv) Requirenments for different standards for on-site
di sposal systens based upon the geol ogic conditions in which the
systemis |l ocated or proposed to be | ocated.

(b) Certification and training of on-site disposal system
installers and inspectors. The departnent may charge fees for
the certification and training progranms established in rules
promul gat ed under this subdivision. However, the fees shall not
exceed the cost to the departnent of providing the training and
certification.

Sec. 5003. (1) Beginning 1 year after the effective date of
this section, the owner of property containing an on-site
di sposal system shall have the systeminspected by a certified

on-site disposal systeminspector on an annual basis.
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(2) Acertified on-site disposal systeminspector who
conducts an inspection under subsection (1) shall assess an
addi tional charge of $25.00 to cover state and | ocal oversight of
the on-site disposal system program Money collected under this
section shall be forwarded to the departnent on a quarterly
basis. Upon recei pt of noney under this section, the departnent
shall forward the noney to the state treasurer for deposit into
t he fund.
(3) Acertified on-site disposal systeminspector who
conducts an inspection under subsection (1) shall prepare an
i nspection report and shall submt a copy of the report to the
property owner and to the county in which the on-site disposal
systemis located. The inspection report shall contain all of
t he foll ow ng:
(a) A determ nation of whether the on-site disposal systemis
in conpliance with the rules promnul gated under section 5002 or,
if the systemwas installed prior to the effective date of the
rul es pronul gated under section 5002, whether the systemis

functioning properly.

(b) A determ nation of whether the system needs to be punped
out .

(c) For systens installed after the effective date of the
rul es pronul gated under section 5002, any actions needed to bring

the systeminto conpliance with the rules.
(d) For systens installed prior to the effective date of the
rul es pronul gated under section 5002, any actions needed to all ow

the systemto function properly.
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(e) A statenent describing any actions taken by the certified
on-site disposal systeminspector to repair the system upgrade
the system or punp out the system

(4) Beginning 10 years after the effective date of the
amendatory act that added this section, all on-site disposa
systens that are not in conpliance with the rules pronul gated
under section 5002 shall be upgraded so as to be in conpliance.

Sec. 5004. Wth grant noney provided fromthe fund, each
county shall nmaintain an on-site di sposal system oversi ght and
i nspection program

Sec. 5005. (1) The departnment shall devel op educati ona
materials to educate owners of property containing on-site
di sposal systens regardi ng proper maintenance of their systens.
These educational materials shall include, at a mninum all of
the foll ow ng:

(a) Information on how the system works and what shoul d and
shoul d not be introduced into the system

(b) Normal intervals for punping and cl eaning the system

(c) Schedul e and procedures for inspecting the systemfor
aboveground and bel owground mal functi on.

(d) Likely long-termcosts of failing to properly maintain
t he system

(2) The departnment shall provide copies of the educational
mat eri al s devel oped under subsection (1) to each county. Each
county shall provide the educational materials to the owners of
property containing on-site disposal systens |located within its

jurisdiction at | east once each year.
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Sec. 5006. (1) The on-site disposal system oversight fund
is created within the state treasury.

(2) The state treasurer may receive noney or other assets
fromany source for deposit into the fund. The state treasurer
shall direct the investnment of the fund. The state treasurer
shall credit to the fund interest and earnings from fund
i nvest ment s.

(3) Money in the fund at the close of the fiscal year shal
remain in the fund and shall not |apse to the general fund.

(4) The departnment shall expend noney fromthe fund, upon

appropriation, only for 1 or nore of the follow ng purposes:

(a) To inplenment the departnent's responsibilities under this
part.

(b) To provide grants to counties to operate on-site di sposa
system oversi ght and inspection prograns.

Sec. 5007. The departnent shall submt a report to the
| egi sl ature every other year that includes all of the follow ng:

(a) A description of how noney in the fund has been
expended, including the amount of nobney that has been provided in
grants to counti es.

(b) A description and assessnent of the state's on-site
i nspection program

(c) An analysis of the effectiveness of this part in
bringing on-site disposal systens in the state into conpliance
with the rul es pronul gated under section 5002.

Sec. 5008. A person who violates this part is responsible

for a state civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a civil
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1 fine of not nore than $250. 00.
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