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HOUSE BILL No. 6137

September 9, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Farhat, Nofs, Steil, Garfield, Pappageorge, Mortimer,
Woronchak, Casperson, Pumford, Richardville, Sheltrown, Hopgood and Law and referred
to the Committee on Veterans Affairs and Homeland Security.

A bill to anend 1899 PA 214, entitled
"An act to provide relief outside of the soldiers' hone for
honor ably di scharged indigent soldiers, sailors, marines, nurses
and nmenbers of wonen's auxiliaries and the indigent wives, w dows
and m nor children of such indigent or deceased soldiers,
sailors, marines, nurses and nenbers of wonen's auxiliaries, and
to repeal certain acts and parts of acts,”
by anmending the title and sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 (MCL
35.21, 35.22, 35.23, 35.24, 35.25, and 35.27), section 1 as
anended by 1984 PA 168; and to repeal acts and parts of acts.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF M CH GAN ENACT:
TI TLE

An act to provide —+elief— assistance outside of the
soldiers' honme for honorably di scharged —ndi-gent— sol diers,
sailors, marines, nurses, and nenbers of wonen's auxiliaries and
t he indi gent —wi-ves— spouses, w dows, and m nor children of
—sueh— i ndigent or deceased soldiers, sailors, marines, nurses,

and nenbers of wonen's auxiliaries; —— and to repeal —certaihn
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acts and parts of acts.
Sec. 1. (1) The county board of comm ssioners of each
county shall annually levy — a tax not exceeding 1/10 of a mll

on each dol |l ar —te—betleviedandcollectedasprovidedbytaw-

upon the taxable property of each township and city, for their

respective counties, for the purpose of creating a veterans

relief fund. —fer—the reliefof honorablydischargedindigent
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(2) The veterans' relief fund shall be expended for the
assi stance of wartinme veterans who were di scharged under
conditions other than dishonorable and for the assistance of the
i ndi gent spouses, mnor children, and parents of every deceased
menber of the United States armed forces. The fund shall first
be expended for 1 or nore of the follow ng purposes:

(a) The provision of financial assistance for fund
benefici ari es.

(b) The provision of nedical services for fund
benefici ari es.

(c) Job placenent assistance for fund beneficiaries.

(d) Transportation for fund beneficiaries.

(e) Food for fund beneficiaries.

(f) Shelter for fund beneficiaries.

(g) O her assistance for fund beneficiaries.

(3) If excess funds exist after the expenditures authorized
in subsection (2), the fund shall be expended for the assistance
of all other veterans who were di scharged under conditions other
t han di shonorabl e. Fund expenditures under this subsection shal
be made for 1 or nore of the foll ow ng purposes:

(a) The provision of financial assistance for the fund
beneficiaries identified in this subsection.

(b) The provision of nedical services for fund beneficiaries

identified in this subsection.
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(c) The provision of job placenent assistance for fund
beneficiaries identified in this subsection.

(d) The provision of transportation for fund beneficiaries
identified in this subsection.

(e) The provision of food for fund beneficiaries identified
in this subsection.

(f) The provision of shelter for fund beneficiaries
identified in this subsection.

(g) The provision of other assistance for fund beneficiaries
identified in this subsection.

(4) 1f excess funds exist after the expenditures authorized
in subsections (2) and (3), the fund nay be expended to provide
assi stance to indigent spouses and children of active duty
menbers of the United States armed forces, nenbers of the United
States arned forces reserve who have been called to active duty
by the president of the United States or the United States
secretary of defense, or menbers of the M chigan national guard
called to active duty by the president of the United States or
the United States secretary of defense. Fund expenditures under
this subsection may be made for 1 or nore of the follow ng
pur poses:

(a) The provision of financial assistance for beneficiaries
identified in this subsection.

(b) The provision of nedical services for beneficiaries
identified in this subsection.

(c) The provision of job placenent assistance for

beneficiaries identified in this subsection.
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(d) The provision of transportation for beneficiaries
identified in this subsection.

(e) The provision of food for beneficiaries identified in
t hi s subsecti on.

(f) The provision of shelter for beneficiaries identified in
this subsecti on.

(g) The provision of other assistance for beneficiaries
identified in this subsection.

(5) If the county board of conm ssioners decides that an
energency exists, the county board of conm ssioners nay
appropriate an additional 2/10 of a m |l on each dollar for funds
to cover the energency. Al noney under this section shall be
paid to the county treasurer in the county where the tax is
collected. The treasurer shall pay the noney out upon the
witten order of the comm ssion or upon the order of the
departnment. The order shall be signed by the chairperson and
secretary of the comm ssion or by the chairperson and secretary
of the departnent, whichever applies. |If noney is not expended
for the enunerated purposes of this section, the remai ni ng noney
paid into the veterans' relief fund shall remain in the treasury
of the county as a soldiers' relief fund and shall be considered
in raising suns for future years.

(6) The county board of comm ssioners of each county may
accept donations of noney or itens of value fromany source for
deposit into the veterans' relief fund. Disposition of donations
shal | be determ ned under this section.

(7) As used in this act:
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(a) "Comm ssion" neans the soldiers' relief conm ssion
created in this act.

(b) "Departnent” neans the county departnent of veterans
affairs created in 1953 PA 192, MCL 35.621 to 35.624.

(c) "wartinme veteran" means a person who served as a nenber
of the arny, navy, air force, marine corps, coast guard, or
worren' s auxiliaries of all wars or mlitary expeditions in which
the United States has been, is, or may be a participant as
described in section 1 of 1965 PA 190, MCL 35.61

Sec. 2. (1) The judge of probate in each county shal
appoi nt 3 —persoens— residents of —sueh— the county, who shall be

honorably di scharged sol diers, sailors, marines, nurses, or

menbers of the wonen's auxiliaries —— of the United States armny
and navy, volunteers or regulars, who served in a war in which
the United States has been, is, or may —hereafter— be — a
participant, at least 1 of whomshall have served in Wrld War |
to be known as the "soldiers' relief conm ssion"” of the county,
with the powers and duties —nthis—aet— provided in this act.
If there is no Wrld War | veteran who is willing to serve, a
veteran of a war as defined in —Act—No—190o6f the PublieAets
of—1965,—as—anended—beihg—sections—35-61and 3562 of the
ConpitedLaws—of 1948 1965 PA 190, MCL 35.61 to 35.62, may be
appointed to serve on the soldiers' relief comm ssion.

(2) One —eof—suech—persons— nenber shall be appointed for a
termof 1 year, — 1 for a termof 2 years, — and 1 for a term

of 3 years, and at the expiration of —the— each term —fer—which
each—ot—suech—persons—was—appoeinted,— his or her successor shal
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be appointed for a termof 3 years. —thereafter— Fhe persons—so
appotnted— Commi ssi on nenbers shall organi ze by the sel ection of
1 of their nunber as —ehairman— chairperson, and 1 as secretary,
and in the event of the death, resignation, change of residence,
or other disability of any nmenber of the comm ssion ——ereating
that creates a vacancy, the judge of probate shall fill —sueh
t he vacancy by an appointrment for the unexpired term —Fhe
merbers—shall—eaeh— Each nenber shall file the constitutiona
oath of office with the probate court — and receive —the
proper— a certificate of —their— his or her appointnent. —Fhey
He or she shall be entitled to reasonabl e conpensation for
—thetr+— his or her services, to be fixed and paid by the board of
supervi sors of —their— his or her respective —eeunties— county.

The judge of probate shall have authority to renove any nenber of

—suych— the conmmi ssion for cause.

Sec. 3. —Thesupervisor—of each-townshipandward-ineach
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decision—shal—befinal— The conmm ssion or the departnment shal

deternmi ne the anpbunt necessary to grant assistance under section
1. The anmount shall be recorded by the secretary of the
commi ssion or the secretary of the departnment. The conm ssion or
department nmay determ ne the manner in which assistance is
adm ni stered and may di scontinue assistance at any tinme in the
di scretion of the comm ssion or departnent, whichever is
applicable. The comm ssion or departnment shall not spend nore
than 5% of the total anobunt expended under section 1 for
adm ni stration of this assistance.

Sec. 4. \Whenever —any— an energency -shall—arise— arises in
t he case of a sickness, accident, or death —whieh— of a
beneficiary that, in the opinion of —any— a supervisor or
al derman, needs relief, —sueh— the supervisor or aldernman —when
Freonventent—to—consult—any—of the rmerbers—of sal-dcomm-ssions-
shal | have the power to draw an order on the county treasurer for
a sum not to exceed —10—deHars— $10.00 without contacting the
soldiers' relief comm ssion or county departnent of veterans'
affairs and shall certify his or her action and the circunstances
of the case to —sueh-soldiers"—+relief— the comm ssion —which

or departnent. The comm ssion or departnent shall ratify the
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—safe— deci sion, and —sueh— the conm ssion or department nmay

grant —sueh— further relief at any tinme —as—+t—ray—deem
necessary —Provi-ded—hoewever—Fhat—noe— unless a claimfor

relief —shalk—beallowedand paid-which-shall—ereate— creates a
deficiency in the fund when it is paid.

Sec. 5. —Satd-seoldiers—+relief— The conm ssion or
departnent shall nake to the board of supervisors, at its QOctober
sessi on —+hA— each year, a full report of its —deinrgs— activities
and the anount of —relef— noney —en-hand— available in the fund,
t he anmobunt expended during the —year— precedi ng year, —and— the
amount estimated for the foll owi ng year, —enhsuing— and —such
all further information and suggesti ons as —they— the conm ssion
or the departnent may consi der necessary to the di scharge of
—thelr— duties under this act.

Sec. 7. The —several— conmm ssioners appointed under this
act shall have power to adm nister oaths in the execution of the
duties of their offices.

Enacting section 1. Section 6 of 1899 PA 214, MCL 35.26, is

r epeal ed.

06233' 04 * Fi nal Page VRM



