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HOUSE BILL No. 6231

September 22, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Palmer and V oorhees and referred to the Committee
on Education.

A Dbill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revised school code,"
by amendi ng sections 1279 and 1279d (MCL 380. 1279 and 380.1279d),
section 1279 as anmended by 1997 PA 175 and section 1279d as added
by 2002 PA 640.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1279. (1) The board of a school district or public

school acadeny shall adm nister state assessnents to high schoo

pupils in the subject areas of conmunications skills,

mat hemat i cs, science, and ——begiAning—w-thpupi-ts—scheduled-to
graduate+n—2000,— social studies. The board shall include on

the pupil's high school transcript all of the follow ng:
(a) For each high school graduate who has conpl eted a subject
area assessnent under this section, the pupil's scal ed score on

t he assessnment.
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(b) If the pupil's scaled score on a subject area assessnent
falls within the range required under subsection (2) for a
category established under subsection (2), an indication that the
pupi | has achi eved state endorsenent for that subject area.

(c) The number of school days the pupil was in attendance at
school each school year during high school and the total nunber
of school days in session for each of those school years.

(2) The departnent shall devel op scal ed scores for reporting
subj ect area assessnent results for each of the subject areas
under this section. Subject to approval by the state board, the
—superintendent—of puble—instruction— departnent shall establish
3 categories for each subject area indicating basic conpetency,
above average, and outstanding, and shall establish the scal ed
score range required for each category. The departnent shal
design and distribute to school districts, internmedi ate school
di stricts, public school acadeni es, and nonpublic schools a
sinpl e and conci se docunent that describes these categories in
each subject area and indicates the scal ed score ranges for each
category in each subject area. A school district or public
school acadeny may award a high school diploma to a pupil who
successfully conpletes I ocal school district or public schoo
acadeny requirenents established in accordance with state | aw for
hi gh school graduation, regardl ess of whether the pupil is
eligible for any state endorsenent.

(3) The assessnents adm nistered for the purposes of this
section shall be admi nistered to pupils during the | ast —30— 90

school days of grade 11. The departnent shall ensure that the
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assessnents are scored and the scores are returned to pupils,
their parents or |egal guardians, and school districts or public
school academ es not |ater than the begi nning of the pupil's
first senester of grade 12. —Nettaterthanfall—1999, the— The
departnment shall arrange for those portions of a pupil's
assessnent that cannot be scored nmechanically to be scored in
M chi gan by persons who are M chigan teachers, retired M chigan
teachers, or M chigan school adm nistrators and who have been
trained in scoring the assessnents. The returned scores shal
indicate the pupil's scaled score for each subject area
assessnment, the range of scal ed scores for each subject area, and
the range of scaled scores required for each category established
under subsection (2). In reporting the scores to pupils,
parents, and schools, the departnment shall provide specific,
meani ngful, and tinely feedback on the pupil's performance on the
assessment .

(4) For each pupil who does not achieve state endorsenent in
1 or nore subject areas, the board of the school district or
public school acadeny in which the pupil is enrolled shal
provi de that there be at least 1 neeting attended by at |east the
pupi |l and a nmenber of the school district's or public schoo
acadeny's staff or a local or intermediate school district
consultant who is proficient in the neasurenment and eval uation of
pupils. The school district or public school acadenmy may provide
the nmeeting as a group neeting for pupils in sinmlar
circunmstances. |If the pupil is a mnor, the school district or

publ i c school acadeny shall invite and encourage the pupil's
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parent, |egal guardian, or person in loco parentis to attend the
neeting and shall mail a notice of the neeting to the pupil's
parent, |egal guardian, or person in |oco parentis. The purpose
of this nmeeting and any subsequent neeting under this subsection
shall be to determ ne an educational programfor the pupi
designed to have the pupil achieve state endorsenent in each
subj ect area in which he or she did not achieve state
endorsenent. In addition, a school district or public schoo
acadeny may provide for subsequent neetings with the pupi
conducted by a high school counsel or or teacher designated by the
pupi |l 's high school principal, and shall invite and encourage the
pupil's parent, |egal guardian, or person in |oco parentis to
attend t he subsequent neetings. The school district or public
school acadeny shall provide special progranms for the pupil or
devel op a program using the educati onal prograns regularly
provided by the district unless the board of the school district
or public school acadeny deci des ot herwi se and publishes and
explains its decision in a public justification report.

(5) A pupil who wants to repeat an assessnment adm ni stered

under this section nay repeat the assessnent, without charge to

the pupil, in the next school year or after graduation. An
i ndi vidual may repeat an assessnent at any tinme the school
district or public school acadeny adm nisters an applicable

assessnent instrunment or during a retesting period under
subsection (7).
(6) The departnent shall ensure that the I ength of the

assessnents used for the purposes of this section and the
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conbined total tine necessary to admnister all of the
assessnents, including social studies, are the shortest possible
that will still maintain the degree of reliability and validity
of the assessment results determ ned necessary by the
departnment. The departnent shall ensure that the nmaxi numtota
conbined length of time that schools are required to set aside
for adm nistration of all of the assessnments used for the
purposes of this section, including social studies, does not
exceed 8 hours. However, this subsection does not limt the
amount of tinme that individuals may have to conplete the
assessnents.

(7) The departnent shall establish, schedule, and arrange
periodic retesting periods throughout the year for individuals
who desire to repeat an assessnent under this section. The
departnent shall coordinate the arrangenents for adm nistering
t he repeat assessnments and shall ensure that the retesting is
made avail able at |east within each internmediate school district
and, to the extent possible, within each school district.

(8) A school district or public school acadeny shall provide
accomopdations to a pupil with disabilities for the assessnents
required under this section, as provided under section 504 of
title V of the rehabilitation act of 1973, —Publetaw 93-112-
29 U-S-G&— USC 794; subtitle A of title Il of the Arericans with
di sabilities act of 1990, —PubHetaw101-336— 42 U-SC— USC
12131 to 12134; and the inplenenting regul ations for those
statutes.

(9) For the purposes of this section, the —state beard
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departrment shall devel op or sel ect and approve assessment
instrunments to neasure pupil performance in comruni cations
skills, mathematics, social studies, and science. The assessnent
instruments shall be based on the —state beard— nodel core
acadeni c content standards objectives under section 1278.

(10) Al assessnent instrunents devel oped or sel ected and
approved by the state under any statute or rule for a purpose
related to Kto 12 education shall be objective-oriented and
consistent with the state board nodel core academ c content
st andar ds obj ecti ves.

(11) A person who has graduated from high school after 1996
and who has not previously taken an assessnent under this section
may take an assessnent used for the purposes of this section,

W t hout charge to the person, at the school district from which
he or she graduated from high school at any tine that schoo
district adm nisters the assessnment or during a retesting period
schedul ed under subsection (7) and have his or her scal ed score
on the assessnent included on his or her high school transcript.
If the person's scaled score on a subject area assessnent falls
wi thin the range required under subsection (2) for a category
establ i shed under subsection (2), the school district shall also
i ndicate on the person's high school transcript that the person
has achi eved state endorsenent for that subject area.

2y Not—tater—thanJuly—1of each—year—untit—2000—the
departrent—shalH—submt—a conprehensive report—tothe legistature

I : I . on. I
hal | i nelud I LI of the followna:
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assessnents before graduation. The repeat assessnents nmay be
. I ) I I | | .
(12) (24— A child who is a student in a nonpublic school or

home school may take an assessnment under this section. To take
an assessnment, a child who is a student in a home school shal
contact the school district in which the child resides, and that
school district shall adm nister the assessnent, or the child may
t ake the assessment at a nonpublic school if allowed by the

nonpublic school. Upon request froma nonpublic school, the
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departnment shall supply assessnents and the nonpublic school my
adm ni ster the assessnent.

(13) —25)— The purpose of the assessnent under this section
is to assess pupil performance in mathematics, science, social
studi es, and conmunication arts for the purpose of inproving
acadenm c achi evenent and establishing a statew de standard of
conpet ency. The assessnent under this section provides a conmon
neasure of data that will contribute to the inprovenent of
M chi gan school s' curriculumand instruction by encouragi ng
alignment with Mchigan's curriculumframewrk standards. These
standards are based upon the expectations of what pupils should
know and be able to do by the end of grade 11

(14) 16y Nottaterthan90days—after the effeetive date of
thissubsection—the state beard— The departnment shall appoint an
11- menber assessnent adm nistration advisory conmttee to advise
the state board on M chigan educati on assessnent program ( MEAP)
tests and on the assessnents used for state endorsenents under
this section. This advisory commttee shall be conposed of
representatives of school districts, internmediate schoo
districts, school adm nistrators, teachers, and parents, with the
appointnents reflecting the geographic and popul ation diversity
of school districts in this state. The representatives of schoo
districts and intermedi ate school districts shall be persons who
are expert in testing or test admnistration. This advisory
conmm ttee shall evaluate these tests and assessnents and nake
recommendations to the —state beardand— departnent on issues

related to adm ni stration, scoring, and reporting and use of
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results of these tests and assessnents, including, but not
limted to, length of the tests and assessnents; the tinme of the
testing period during the school year; feedback provided to
pupils, parents, and schools; accurate and rel evant reporting of
results to the general public; the selection of a retesting
period and procedures and arrangenents for repeating tests or
assessnents; |ocal scoring and other general issues regarding
scoring of tests and assessnents; categories of scoring on the
MEAP tests and categories of state endorsenent under this
section; and professional devel opnent for teachers to assist in
preparing pupils to have the necessary skills and know edge to
succeed on the tests and assessnents.

(15) 34— As used in this section:

(a) "Communi cations skills" neans reading and witing.

(b) "Social studies" neans geography, history, econom cs, and

Amer i can gover nment .

Sec. 1279d. If the departnent of treasury, superintendent
of public instruction, or any other state agency has reason to
suspect that there are irregularities in a school district's or
public school acadeny's adm nistration of, or preparation of
pupils for, a M chigan educational assessnment program ( MEAP)
test, the departnent of treasury, —er—any— superintendent of
public instruction, or other state agency shall not report the
suspected irregularities to any person or entity not involved in
the scoring or adm nistration of the test before notifying the
school district or public school acadeny of the suspected

irregularities and allow ng at |east 5 business days for schoo
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1 officials to respond.
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