HOUSE BILL No. 6241
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HOUSE BILL No. 6241

September 29, 2004, Introduced by Reps. Gaffney, Hune and Ward and referred to the
Committee on Transportation.

A Dbill to amend 1949 PA 300, entitled
"M chi gan vehicl e code, "
by amendi ng sections 3, 67, 67a, and 722 (MCL 257.3, 257.67,
257.67a, and 257.722), section 67a as amended by 1988 PA 346 and
section 722 as anended by 2002 PA 41.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 3. "Axle" means the common axis of rotation of 1 or
nore wheel s, whether power driven or freely rotating, —and
whether in 1 or nore segnents, and regardl ess of the nunber of
wheel s carried —thereen— on that axis in contact with the road.

Sec. 67. "Tandem axle" neans 2 axles spaced nore than 3
feet 6 inches and |l ess than 9 feet apart when attendant wheels
are in contact with the road.

Sec. 67a. (1) "Tandem axl e assenbly" neans 2 axles spaced

nore than 3 feet 6 inches and less than 9 feet apart, 1 axle in
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front of the other and —se— attached to the vehicl e —wherein— so
that an attenpt is made by a connecting nmechanismto distribute
the weight equally between the 2 axles when attendant wheels are
in contact with the road.

(2) "Tank vehicle" means —any— a commercial notor vehicle
that is designed to transport —any— a liquid or gaseous nateri al
within a tank that is either permanently or tenporarily attached
to the vehicle. Tank vehicle does not include a vehicle attached

to a portable tank having a rated capacity |less than 1, 000

gal | ons.
Sec. 722. (1) The maxi mum axl e |l oad shall not exceed the
nunber of pounds designated in the follow ng provisions that

prescribe the di stance between axl es:

(a) If the axle spacing is 9 feet or nore between axles, the
maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed 18,000 pounds for vehicles
equi pped with high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.

(b) If the axle spacing is |less than 9 feet between 2 axles
but nore than 3-1/2 feet, the maxi num axle | oad shall not exceed
13, 000 pounds for high pressure pneumatic or balloon tires.

(c) If the axles are spaced less than 3-1/2 feet apart, the
maxi mum axl e | oad shall not exceed 9,000 pounds per axle.

(d) Subdivisions (a), (b), and (c) shall be known as the
normal | oadi ng nmaxi mum

(2) Wien nornmal loading is in effect, the state
transportation departnment, or a |ocal authority with respect to
hi ghways under its jurisdiction, nay designate certain hi ghways,

or sections of those highways, where bridges and road surfaces
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3
are adequate for heavier |oading, and revise a designation as
needed, on which the maxi num tandem axl e assenbly | oadi ng shal
not exceed 16,000 pounds for any axle of the assenbly, if there
is no other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly.
(3) On a legal conbination of vehicles, only 1 tandem axl e
assenbly —shall—be— is permtted on the designated hi ghways at

t he gross perm ssible weight of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there

is no other axle within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly.

| I I I NIV I i . :
vehi cl es exceeds a gross weight of 13,000 pounds per axle. On a

conbi nation of truck tractor and semitrail er having not nore than
5 axles, 2 consecutive tandem axl e assenblies —shatl—be— are
permtted on the designated highways at a gross perm ssible

wei ght of 16,000 pounds per axle, if there is no other axle
within 9 feet of any axle of the assenbly. A vehicle equipped
with lift axles that has lifted axl es when nmaking a turn and

| owered axles within a reasonabl e di stance after conpleting the
turn is not in violation of this subsection if it is weighed
while the axles are lifted.

(4) Notwithstandi ng subsection (3), on a conbi nation of truck
tractor and semtrailer having not nore than 5 axles, 2
consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross permssible
wei ght of not —te—execeed— nore than 17,000 pounds on any axle of
the tandem axles if there is no other axle within 9 feet of any
axl e of the tandem axles, —and— if the first and | ast axles of
t he consecutive sets of tandem axles are not |ess than 36 feet

apart, and the gross vehicle weight does not exceed 80,000 pounds
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to pick up and deliver agricultural commodities between the
nati onal truck network or special designated hi ghways and any
ot her highway. This subsection is not subject to the maxi mum
axl e | oads of subsections (1), (2), and (3). For purposes of
this subsection, a "tandem axle" means 2 | oad bearing axles
spaced nore than 40 inches but not nore than 96 inches apart or 2
| oad bearing axles spaced nore than 3-1/2 feet but less than 9
feet apart. This subsection does not apply during that period
when reduced maxi num | oads are in effect —pursuant—toe— under
subsection (7). This subsection does not apply after Decenber
31, 2006.

(5) The exception to the | oading maxi nuns and gross vehicle
wei ght requirenents of subsection (11) under subsection (7) for a
person hauling agricultural comodities or a public utility
vehicle applies only if the person who picks up or delivers the
agricultural conmmodity either froma farmor to a farmor the
public utility notifies the county road conmm ssion for roads
under its authority not |ess than 48 hours before the pickup or
delivery of the time and | ocation of the pickup or delivery. The
county road comm ssion shall issue a permit to the person or the
public utility and charge a fee that does not exceed the

adm ni strative costs incurred. The permt shall contain the

fol |l ow ng:
(a) The designated route or routes of travel for the | oad.
(b) The date and tine period requested by the person who
pi cks up or delivers the agricultural comodities or the public

utility during which the |oad may be delivered or picked up.
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(c) A maximum speed limt of travel, if necessary.

(d) Any other specific conditions agreed to between the
parties.

(6) The normal size of tires shall be the rated size as
publ i shed by the manufacturers, and the nmaxi num wheel | oad
perm ssi ble for any wheel shall not exceed 700 pounds per inch of
width of tire.

(7) Except as provided in this subsection and subsection (8),
during the nonths of March, April, and May in each year, the
maxi mum axl e | oad al | owabl e on concrete pavenents or pavenents
with a concrete base shall be reduced by 25% from the maxi mum
axle | oad as specified in this chapter, and the maxi mnum axl e
| oads al |l owabl e on all other types of roads during these nonths
shal | be reduced by 35% fromthe maxi num axl e | oads as
specified. The maxi mum wheel |oad shall not exceed 525 pounds
per inch of tire width on concrete and concrete base or 450
pounds per inch of tire width on all other roads during the
period the seasonal road restrictions are in effect. This
subsection does not apply to vehicles transporting agricultural
commodities or public utility vehicles on a highway, road, or
street under the jurisdiction of a |ocal road agency.

(8) The state transportation departnent for roads under its
jurisdiction and a county road conm ssion for roads under its
jurisdiction may grant exenptions from seasonal wei ght
restrictions for mlk on specified routes when requested in
witing. Approval or denial of a request for an exenption shal

be given by witten notice to the applicant within 30 days after
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the date of submi ssion of the application. I1f a request is
denied, the witten notice shall state the reason for denial and
alternate routes for which the permt may be issued. The
appl i cant —shall—have— has the right to appeal to the state
transportati on comm ssion or the county road conm ssion. These
exenptions —shal— do not apply on county roads in counties that
have negotiated agreements with mlk haul ers or haul ers of other
comodities during periods of seasonal load Iimts before Apri
14, 1993. This subsection does not limt the ability of these
counties to continue to negotiate such agreenents.

(9) The state transportation departnent, or a local authority
Wi th respect to highways under its jurisdiction, may in its
di scretion suspend the restrictions inposed by this section when
and where conditions of the highways or the public health,
safety, and welfare warrant suspension, and inpose the restricted
| oadi ng requirenents of this section on designated hi ghways at
any other tine that the conditions of the highway require.

(10) For the purpose of enforcenent of this act, the gross
vehi cl e weight of a single vehicle and | oad, or a conbination of
vehi cl es and | oads, shall be determ ned by wei ghi ng individual
axl es or groups of axles, and the total weight on all the axles
shall be the gross vehicle weight. 1In addition, the gross axle
wei ght shall be determ ned by wei ghing individual axles or by
wei ghi ng a group of axles and dividing the gross weight of the
group of axles by the nunber of axles in the group. —Pursuant
te— Under subsection (11), the overall gross weight on a group of

2 or nore axles shall be determ ned by wei ghing individual axles

06946' 04 * TLG



© 00 N o o0~ wWw N P

e e o s
aa b~ W N —» O

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

7
or several axles, and the total weight of all the axles in the
group shall be the overall gross weight of the group.

(11) The loading maximumin this subsection applies to
interstate highways, and the state transportati on departnent, or
a local authority with respect to highways under its
jurisdiction, nmay designate a highway, or a section of a highway,
for the operation of vehicles having a gross vehicle weight of
not nore than 80,000 pounds that are subject to the follow ng
| oad maxi nmuns:

(a) Twenty thousand pounds on any 1 axle, including all
enforcenent tol erances.

(b) A tandem axl e wei ght of 34,000 pounds, including all
enforcenent tol erances.

(c) An overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore

consecutive axles equaling:

W= 500 /LN + 12N + 36\
\N T /

where W= overall gross weight on a group of 2 or nore
consecutive axles to the nearest 500 pounds, L = distance in feet
between the extrene of a group of 2 or nore consecutive axl es,
and N = nunber of axles in the group under consideration; except
that 2 consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross | oad of
34,000 pounds each if the first and | ast axles of the consecutive
sets of tandem axles are not |ess than 36 feet apart. The gross

vehi cl e wei ght shall not exceed 80, 000 pounds incl uding al

enforcenent tol erances. Except for 5 axle truck tractor —

semtrailer conbinations having 2 consecutive sets of tandem
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axl es, vehicles having a gross weight in excess of 80,000 pounds
or in excess of the vehicle gross weight determ ned by
application of the formula in this subsection —shall—be— are
subj ect to the maxi num axl e | oads of subsections (1), (2), and
(3). As used in this subsection, "tandem axle wei ght" means the
total weight transmtted to the road by 2 or nore consecutive
axles, the centers of which may be included between parall el
transverse vertical planes spaced nore than 40 inches but not
nore than 96 inches apart, extending across the full width of the
vehicle. Except as otherw se provided in this section, vehicles
transporting agricultural comodities —shall—have— are subject to
wei ght | oad maxi nuns as defined in this subsection.

(12) As used in this section, "agricultural commodities”
nmeans those plants and animals useful to human bei ngs produced by
agriculture and includes, but is not limted to, forages and sod

crops, grains and feed crops, field crops, dairy and dairy

products, poultry and poultry products, cervidae, |ivestock,
i ncl udi ng breedi ng and grazing, equine, fish, and other
aquacul tural products, bees and bee products, berries, herbs,

fruits, vegetables, flowers, seeds, grasses, nursery stock,
nmushroons, fertilizer, |ivestock bedding, farm ng equipnent, and
fuel for agricultural use. The term™"agricultural comodities”

—shall— does not include trees and | unber.
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