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SENATE BILL No. 225

February 27, 2003, Introduced by Senator THOMAS and referred to the Committee on
Education.

A Dbill to amend 1976 PA 451, entitled
"The revised school code,"
by amendi ng sections 1153 and 1155 (MCL 380. 1153 and 380. 1155),
as anmended by 1995 PA 289, and by addi ng sections 1154, 1156, and
1158.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 1153. (1) The board of a school district having an
enroll ment of 20 or nore children of limted English-speaking
ability in a | anguage classification in grades Kto 12 shal
establish and operate a bilingual instruction programfor those
chi | dren.

(2) 3H— The board of a school district that has an
enrol I ment of fewer than 20 children of |imted English-speaking
ability may establish and operate a bilingual instruction program

in a |l anguage classification for children of limted
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Engl i sh-speaking ability.

(3) Children enrolled in a bilingual instruction program
operated under this section may be placed in classes with other
children of approximately the sane age and grade level. |If
children of different age groups or grade |evels are conbi ned,
the board shall insure that the instruction given each child is
appropriate to the child s |l evel of educational attainnent.

(4) 22— Achild of limted English-speaking ability
residing in a district that does not have an appropriate

bilingual instruction programor that is not required to have a

bili ngual instruction programmay enroll in a bilingua
i nstruction programin another school district. |If a child
enrolls in a bilingual instruction programin another schoo

district under this subsection, the school district in which the
child resides shall pay any tuition charged for the pupil and
shal | provide transportation for the pupil

(5) 3)— If fewer than 20 children of limted
Engl i sh-speaking ability in a | anguage classification are
enrolled in a school district, the internmediate school board
shal | determ ne whether the total nunber of these children
residing in its constituent districts that do not operate
bili ngual instruction prograns warrants the establishnent of an
internediate bilingual instruction-support program An
i nternedi ate school district —may—operate—-or—contract— operating
or contracting for the operation of a bilingual program or
service —ahd— may carry children enrolled in the programin

menbership in the same manner as a | ocal school district and be
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entitled to its proportionate share of state funds avail able for
the program Menbership shall be cal cul ated under rules
pronmul gated by the state board. The internediate school board
shall consider all of the follow ng:

(a) Wiether the cost of operating an internediate bilingua
i nstruction-support programis justified by the nunber of
children at each grade |evel who would benefit fromits
establ i shnent .

(b) Whether alternative nmethods of providing a bilingua
i nstruction-support program such as visiting teachers or
part-tine instruction, can be provided.

4y T hall : ¢ und e il |
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Fastruetion—+sfundedi+nthe 1995-1996-state fiscal—year—

Sec. 1154. The bilingual instruction program operated by a
school district shall be a full-tinme program of bilingua
instruction in all of the follow ng:

(a) The courses and subjects required by this act.

(b) The courses and subjects required by the board for
conpl etion of the grade level in which the child is enrolled.

Sec. 1155. (1) —Prier—to— Before the placenent of a child
of limted English-speaking ability in a bilingual instruction
program the board of the |ocal school district in which the
child resides shall notify, by registered mail, the child's
parents or |egal guardian that the child is being enrolled in a
bi li ngual instruction program The notice shall contain a

si npl e, nontechnical description of the purposes, nethod, and
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content of the program and shall informthe parents or guardian
that they have the right to visit bilingual instruction classes

in which their child is enrolled.

(2) The notice shall be witten in English and in the native
| anguage of the child of limted English-speaking ability.

(3) The notice shall informthe parents or guardi an that they
have the absolute right to refuse the placenent or to wthdraw
their child fromthe programby giving witten notice to the
board of the I ocal school district in which the child resides.

(4) Achild of Iimted English-speaking ability residing in a
school district operating or participating in a bilingua
i nstruction program pursuant to section 1153 shall be enrolled in
the bilingual instruction programfor 3 years or until the child
achieves a level of proficiency in English | anguage skills
sufficient to receive an equal educational opportunity in the
regul ar school program whichever occurs first. A child of
limted English-speaking ability shall not be transferred out of
a bilingual instruction programbefore the child's third year of
enrol | ment unl ess the parent or guardian of the child approves
the transfer in witing or unless the child successfully
conpl etes an exam nation that, in the determ nation of the state
board, reflects a | evel of proficiency in English |anguage skills
appropriate to the child s grade |evel.

Sec. 1156. The board of a school district operating a
bi l'i ngual instruction program pursuant to section 1153 shal
establish an advisory commttee to assist the board in eval uating

and planning the bilingual instruction program The advisory
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committee shall be conprised of representatives of parents of
children enrolled in the program bilingual instruction teachers
and counsel ors, and nenbers of the community. A majority of the
menbers of the advisory committee shall be parents of children
enrolled in the bilingual instruction program

Sec. 1158. The state board shall do all of the foll ow ng:

(a) Advise and assist school districts in conplying with and
i npl enenting sections 1152 to 1158.

(b) Study, review, and eval uate textbooks and instructi onal
materials, resources, and nmedia for use in bilingua
i nstructional prograns.

(c) Conmpile data relative to the theory and practice of

bi | i ngual instruction and pedagogy.

(d) Encourage experinmentation and innovation in bilingua
educati on.

(e) Recommend curricul um devel opment and testing nmechani sms.

(f) Make an annual report relative to bilingual instruction
prograns to the | egislature and the governor.
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