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SENATE BILL No. 350

March 27, 2003, Introduced by Senators BROWN, CHERRY, OLSHOVE, GOSCHKA,
CLARKE, STAMAS, SANBORN, KUIPERS, SWITALSKI, CASSIS, BASHAM and
GARCIA and referred to the Committee on Government Operations.

A Dbill to amend 1954 PA 116, entitled
"M chigan election | aw, "
by amendi ng sections 560, 666, 706, and 777 (MCL 168. 560,
168. 666, 168. 706, and 168.777), section 706 as anmended by 1985 PA
160.

THE PECPLE OF THE STATE OF M CHI GAN ENACT:

Sec. 560. (1) —Sueh—ballets— The official primary el ection
ball ot shall contain the instructions as to the nethod of
vot i ng.

(2) Ballots other than those furnished by the board of
el ection conm ssioners —— according to the provisions of this
act —— shall not be used, cast, or counted in any el ection
preci nct at —any-—sueh— a primary el ection.

(3) The size of all official ballots shall be —sueh— as

prescribed by the board of election comm ssioners. —shatH-
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prescribe.

(4) In addition to the method of voting, the instructions
shall state both of the follow ng:

(a) If the elector does not understand the ballot or needs
assi stance, the elector may ask an election official for
assistance. An election official is required to provide el ectors
W t h assi stance upon request.

(b) If the elector believes he or she has nade a mistake in
voting the ballot, the elector may return the spoiled ballot to
an election official and the election official shall provide the
el ector with a new ball ot.

Sec. 666. At —any— a federal, state, district, or county
primary —ef— el ection, special election, or general election, the
secretary of state shall furnish to the county clerk of each
county at the expense of the state the follow ng:

(a) —Fhe——secretaryof state shall—have printedfor
di-stri-bution—and-shal—furnish-a— A copy of the Mchigan el ection
| aw and a copy of the manual of instructions for each precinct
board of election inspectors in the state. —

(b) Prior to each primary, general, or special election at
which state, district, or county officers are to be nom nated or
el ected, -the-seecretary of state shallprocure— a supply of
self-sealing netal sealing devices adapted and suitable for
sealing the ball ot boxes used at —sueh— the election. —Said— The
seal ing devices shall have the words "State of M chi gan" and

serial nunbers stanped —thereon—and—atteast 30-daysbefore—any
h el . I hal | I . I I I
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on them The secretary of state shall provide a sufficient
nunber of —-sueh-seals— self-sealing netal sealing devices for
each voting precinct within the county —— at |east 30 days
before an el ection.

(c) —Fhe—secretaryof state-shallfurnish-—a— A substanti al
supply of red gumed paper seals for use of the precinct boards
of election inspectors in sealing —sueh— the package of ballots
and the envel opes containing the tally sheets or books and the
statenment of returns. Each —sueh— seal shall have inscribed
—thereen— on it the words "El ection Seal--State of M chigan" and
the date of the primary or election at which it is to be used. A
space shall al so be provi ded —thereen— on the seal in which 2
nmenbers of the board of election inspectors shall wite their
initials after the seal has been applied. —-

(d) —Fhe——seeretaryof state shallfurnish—uniferm Uniform
printed instructions to electors printed in |arge type upon
—eards— placards, containing any information that will assi st
electors in marking their ballots and correctly designating their
choi ces. Two —sueh— of these placards of instructions shall be
conspi cuously displayed in each polling place. —and— In
addition to other information, the printed instructions shal
state both of the follow ng:

(i) I'f the elector does not understand the ballot or needs
assi stance, the el ector may ask an election official for
assistance. An election official is required to provide electors

W th assistance upon request.

00411' 03 GV\H



© 00 N o o0~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

4

(ii) I'f the elector believes he or she has nade a m stake in
voting the ballot, the elector may return the spoiled ballot to
an election official and the election official shall provide the
el ector with a new ball ot.

(e) The secretary of state shall furnish to the various
county—elerks—suitable— Suitable blank fornms for use by the
—varteus— county boards of canvassers in naking returns of the
canvass required by taw—andthevarious— this act. Each county
—beards— board of canvassers shall use the blanks furnished by
the secretary of state in naking returns of the canvass.

Sec. 706. The arrangenent of the ballot containing the
nanmes of candi dates for office shall conformas nearly as
possible to the followi ng —plan— format, and shall contain the
specific instructions —there-setforthand-no—eothers— prescribed

in this formt

OFFI CI AL BALLOT

| NSTRUCTIONS - To vote a straight party ticket nake a cross
(X) or check mark (OQY) in the circle under the name of your
party. Nothing further need be done. To vote for a candidate
not on your party ticket, make a cross (X) or a check mark (0OQY)
in the square [] before the candidate's nane. Candi dates for
president and vice-president nust be voted for as a unit, and the
vote cannot be split. Candidates for governor and |ieutenant

governor nust be voted for as a unit, and the vote cannot be
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split.

If 2 or nore candidates are to be elected to the sanme office
and you desire to vote for candi dates not on your party ticket,
make a cross (X) or a check mark (OQJ) in the square [] before the
nanmes of the candi dates for whom you desire to vote on the other
ticket, and strike out an equal nunber of nanmes on your party
ticket, for that office.

I f you do not desire to vote any party ticket, do not nmake a
cross (X) or check mark (OQY) in the circle at the head of any
ticket, but make a cross (X) or a check mark (OQY) in the square
[] before the name of each candidate for whomyou desire to
vot e.

If you wish to vote for a candidate not on any ticket, wite
or place the nane of that candi date on your ball ot opposite the
nane of the office.

| f you do not understand the ball ot or need assistance, you
may ask an el ection official for assistance. An election
official is required to provide voters with assi stance upon
request. |If you believe you have made a nmistake in voting your
ball ot, you may return your spoiled ballot to an el ection

official and the election official shall provide you with a new

bal | ot .
Before | eaving the booth, fold the ballot so that the face of
the ballot is not exposed and so that the nunbered corner is

vi si bl e.
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Nane of Vi gnette Vignette Vi gnette
Ofices wth w th wth
Vot ed For: Nane of Party Nane of Party Nane of Party
[ ] [ ] [ ]

Name of Name of Nane of
PRESI DENTI AL Candi date for Candi dat e for Candi date for
El ect ors of Pr esi dent . Pr esi dent . Pr esi dent .
Pr esi dent
and Vi ce- [] Nane of [] Nane of [] Nane of
Pr esi dent of Candi date for Candi date for Candi date for
the United Vi ce- Presi dent. Vi ce- Presi dent. Vi ce- Presi dent.
St at es

Gover nor Gover nor Gover nor
STATE Name of Name of Nane of
Gover nor and Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
Li eut enant [] Lieut. Governor [] Lieut. Governor [] Lieut. Governor
Gover nor Nanme of Nane of Nane of

Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e

Secretary of
State

Secretary of
State

Secretary of
State

Secretary of [] Nane of [1] Nane of [] Nane of
State Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
CONGRESSI ONAL _ U.S. Senator ~_ US. Senator _ US. Senator
United States [] Nane of [1] Nane of [] Nane of
Senat or Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
Repr esent - U S. Repre- U S. Repre- U S. Repre-
ative in sentative sentative sentative
Congr ess [] Nare of [T Nane of [T Nare of
..... District Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
LEG SLATIVE __ State Senator _ State Senator State Senator
Senat or [] Nare of [T Nare of [T Nare of
..... District Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
State Repre- St at e Repre- State Repre-
Repr esent - sentative sentative sentative
ative [] Nane of [] Nane of [] Nane of
..... District Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
COUNTY  Pros. Attorney  Pros. Attorney  Pros. Attorney
Prosecuti ng [] Nane of [] Nane of [] Nane of
At t or ney Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
Sheriff Sheri ff Sheri ff
Sheri ff [] Nane of [1 Nane of [] Nane of
Candi dat e Candi dat e Candi dat e
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Sec. 777. A nodel representing a portion of the face of the
machi ne and containing fictitious names —must— shall be delivered
to each board of election inspectors for use on el ection day, and
one of —satd— the board of election inspectors, or —senre—one
someone appoi nted by —said— the board of election inspectors,
shall offer to exhibit and explain the operation of the voting
—machi-nre— system by use of the nodel, to each voter before
—sueh— the voter —shall—be— is allowed to vote. Printed
instructions on howto vote, circulated to voters, —ust— shal
conformto the instructions approved by the election official
provi ding ballots, and adapted to the —maehine— voting system
used. In addition to instructions on howto vote, the printed
instructions shall state both of the follow ng:

(a) If the elector does not understand the ballot or needs
assi stance, the elector may ask an election official for
assistance. An election official is required to provide el ectors
W t h assi stance upon request.

(b) If the elector believes he or she has nade a m stake in
voting the ballot, the elector may return the spoiled ballot to
an election official and the election official shall provide the

elector with a new ball ot.
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